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President’s Message 
Are you tired of reading about New Year’s Resolutions yet? Well, 
sorry! Here’s one more set! I see a lot of blogs, podcasts, and 
articles come out about must-do projects each month and, 
honestly, I’m a little envious of everyone who has time for monthly 
projects. My own research goes in fits and starts as I have a little 
spare time, so I’m thinking about the bigger picture: What I can 
reasonably accomplish in 2023? I hope some of you in the same 
boat will find these helpful! 

Resolution #1: Stop procrasti-learning. It’s time. I have to cut 
myself off from thinking that just one more webinar about [insert 
any topic here] will be my breakthrough in knowing where to look 
for a record or how to know which person with my ancestor’s name 
is actually the one I’m trying to find. They won’t! There’s a lot of 
value in hearing different speakers discuss the same topic, but at 
the end of the day, the records are the records, and it’s my job to 
dig into them. 

Resolution #2: Commit to an organizational system. I have a lot of 
paper. Epic levels of “a lot of paper” have accumulated since I 
started down this road. I have the digital files, too, but it’s the 
paper that I want to get a handle on first since that’s what I refer to 
most often. It doesn’t help that each generation of my father’s 
family was extensive, or that they liked re-using names, but since 
I’m certainly not the only person dealing with that, I need to figure 
out my filing system. Without breaking Resolution #1 of course! 

Resolution #3: Buckle down and write some letters. I know I’m 
lucky to have started my research in the era of digitized records – 
trust me! And even though new records are constantly appearing 
online, I’ve reached a point where what I need is in a tiny church or 
town hall that doesn’t have the resources to digitize its collections, 
or really the demand for it. So 2023 will be the year that I send off a 
pile of letters to Newfoundland, Canada, to see if I can learn any 
more information about that branch of the family. If we were  
actually Irish horse thieves, that’s the crew most likely to have been 
on the run, so I really want to see if there are any more details 
about when they showed up in Canada! 

Does any of that resonate with you? We all have things we could 
do better in our research – and I’m pretty sure we all know what 
they are, too! So this is the year I’ll clean up my act, at least a little, 
and take the steps I’m frequently recommending to other 
researchers for their own work.  

I’d love to know your resolutions – what genealogical habits are 
you going to work on changing in 2023? 

Amy Welch, President, 2022-2023 

Genealogy Day 2023 

In-person programming is returning to WPGS in February as we co-
sponsor Genealogy Day at Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh at the 
Main Branch in Oakland on Sunday, Feb. 19, 2023.  

The event will include workshops by speakers well-versed in 
Western Pennsylvania genealogical research, exhibit tables from 
local libraries and genealogical societies, and help sessions. 

The tentative speaker schedule at press time is: 

• 11:00 AM Beginning Genealogy, Marilyn Holt 

• 12:00 PM Researching Pittsburgh Orphanages, Jim Wudarczyk 

• 2:00 PM TBD 

• 3:00 PM Genetic Genealogy, Ray Jones 

Confirmed exhibitors include:  

 WPGS www.wpgs.org 
 CLP’s Local History & Genealogy Department 

https://www.carnegielibrary.org/research-
overview/genealogy/ 

 Detre Library at the Heinz History Center 
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/research/detre-
library-archives/   

 The Jewish Genealogy Society of Pittsburgh 
https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main  

 North Hills  Genealogists 
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/   

 Andrew Carnegie Free Library (Carnegie, PA) 
https://carnegiecarnegie.org/   

 Daughters of the American Revolution, Pittsburgh Chapter 
http://pssdar.org/chapter_sites/pittsburgh.php  

 the Cranberry Genealogy Club 
https://www.cranberrygenealogy.org/   

Additional exhibitors will be listed on the WPGS Events page at 
wpgs.org as they reserve a space. 

This event is free and open to the public. Parking is available in the 
Carnegie Museums’ garage, located at the intersection of South 
Craig Street and Forbes Avenue in Pittsburgh for a $10 flat rate 
upon entry to the parking garage. Both cash and card are accepted. 

No registration is required to attend Genealogy Day 2023, but 
please check the Events Page at  www.wpgs.org  for information 
about reserving individual help sessions and the finalized speaker 
schedule.  
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About WPGS 
Mission Statement: The Western Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Society (WPGS) is a non-profit educational organization of 
amateur and professional family historians and genealogists, 
dedicated to the study and preservation of family history. 
WPGS was founded in 1974 to perpetuate the rich heritage of 
Western Pennsylvania’s 26 counties.  

The Society strives to foster an interest in genealogy through 
meetings, workshops, and examination of records intending to educate on sources 
and methods of genealogical lines. WPGS collects, preserves, and safeguards 
manuscripts, books, artifacts, family, church, and public records, as well as other 
materials relating to genealogy, and it encourages others to do likewise. By 
compiling and publishing original research, society members increase genealogical 
knowledge.  

The membership year begins on July 1 and continues through June 30 of the 
following year. During the membership year, the Society publishes six issues of a 
newsletter, Jots from Western Pennsylvania©. WPGS is based in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and maintains its library and offices in the Pennsylvania Department 
on the third floor of the Carnegie Library in the Oakland neighborhood. The WPGS 
Library collection is non-circulating and is complemented and augmented by the 
Pennsylvania Department's enormous holdings of local and family history 
information. There are extensive onsite resources for both in‐library research and 
out‐of‐town queries. 

WPGS considers your data (name, address, email, phone, etc.) as confidential and 
will not release this data under any circumstances to any merchant, agent, or 
other organization.  

For details on Society membership or general information, see the Society’s 
webpage at www.wpgs.org or contact WPGS at: 

4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213-4007 
Voicemail: 412-687-6811 

General Information: info@wpgs.org 
Research Services: research@wpgs.org 

Website/Login Questions: webmaster@wpgs.org 

WPGS Quarterly: quarterly@wpgs.org  

Jots from Western Pennsylvania 

Rebecca Kichta Miller, Editor, JOTS@wpgs.org 
Facebook Group 

facebook@wpgs.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1024613077636340/  

Contributions to Jots and the Facebook Group are encouraged. Contributors must 
provide attribution/contact details for submissions before publication. Jots will not 
publish copyrighted material without the permission of the author/owner. All 
suggestions for future issues can be sent to the Jots Editor listed above.  

Deadlines for receipt of submissions to Jots are the 12th of June, August, October, 
December, February, and April. PLEASE send your input as soon as you can to 
jots@wpgs.org.  

Celebrating our 49th year! 

SOCIETY NEWS  
Please address committee-specific inquiries to the related committee 

chairperson as noted in this newsletter and on the website. 

WPGS Sponsored Programs 

Call for Speakers  

WPGS continues booking speakers for 2023. If you are qualified to 
speak on topics related to aspects of Western Pennsylvania 
research, the process of genealogy, preserving and organizing 
records, or ethnic family research, please send a synopsis of your 
proposed program and information about your genealogy 
background to programs@wpgs.org. Speaking of programs, we'd 
love to have your suggestions on speakers and topics! Please take 
our survey at this link to share your ideas and thoughts for the 
Program Committee: https://forms.gle/y3TRyVnR6GESWELz9. 

Upcoming WPGS Sponsored Programs 2023 

https://wpgs.org/events/ 

All programs will continue to be virtual only until further notice. 

The Program Committee has three programs in the works, 
including a return to in-person events with Genealogy Day 2023 on 
February 19. (Please see the article on page one for more details.) 

In addition to Genealogy Day 2023, we will present two virtual 
sessions in January and February to answer questions about WPGS 
offerings – the First Families of Western Pennsylvania lineage 
society and the WPGS Quarterly. 

January Program 

 (V) (F) January 17, 2023, 7:00 – 8:30 
PM: So You Want to Join First 
Families…? First Families of Western 
Pennsylvania is open to any WPGS 

member who can prove direct descent from an ancestor who is 
documented to have lived in one of the 26 Western PA counties (or 
the appropriate part of the parent counties) before Dec. 31, 1810. 

Sounds straightforward, right? But, as with any lineage society 
application, making sure all of the documents and research meet 
the Rules of Evidence has its pitfalls. Do you think you qualify for 
the WPGS First Families Society, but you’re not sure how to apply? 
This session is for you! Please join Megan Clark Young, chair of the 
WPGS First Families Committee, to learn about application 
requirements, ways to avoid common mistakes, and tips for making 
the process work smoothly. While the First Families program is 
open to WPGS members only, this session is free and open to all. 
Register at https://wpgs.org/events/ 

February Programs 

(V) (F) February 8, 7:00 PM: Submitting Your Work to the WPGS 
Quarterly. Thanks to the work of dedicated volunteers, the WPGS 

2022-23 WPGS Board of Directors 
President  Amy Welch 

President-Elect  Pam Israel (President in 2023-2024) 

Recording Secretary  Erica Curtis 

Treasurer  David Salvatora 

Corresponding Sec.  Vacant – Needs a local volunteer 

Director 2021-23  Megan Clark Young 

Director 2021-23  Kristin Britanik 

Director 2021-23  Lois Salvatora 

Director 2022-24  Joyce Homan 

Director 2022-24  Rebecca Miller 

Director 2022-24  Lindsay Downs 
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Quarterly is back! (Members can read the first article by logging 
into wpgs.org and visiting the Research tab. The Quarterly 
welcomes unique, well-documented articles focused on researched 
family histories from any ethnic, social, or religious groups in our 
26-county region, or historical articles that Pennsylvania 
genealogical researchers might find useful. 

While our editing team works directly with authors to polish their 
articles for publication, editors Erica Curtis and Lindsay Downs will 
share their insight into what authors can do before submitting their 
work to the Quarterly, which increases their chance of publication 
and shortens the editing time. Join them for more details and a 
chance to ask your burning questions. Register at 
https://wpgs.org/events/ 

LIVE!!! February 19, 2023, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM Genealogy Day at 
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. See page one for details. 

All programs are free and open to the public. Please register for 
these programs on the WPGS Events Page at 
https://wpgs.org/events/  

If you are interested in helping shape WPGS’s future programming 
work, please join the Program Committee! Reach out to 
programs@wpgs.org to learn more. 

WPGS 2023 Scholarship Winner Is 
Announced 

WPGS is thrilled to announce that Lindsay 
Downs is the recipient of the 2023 Suzanne 
Johnston Memorial Scholarship.  

Lindsay plans to use the scholarship to enroll in 
Mastering Genealogical Documentation at the Genealogical 
Research Institute of Pittsburgh in June 2023. As a self-taught 
genealogist, Lindsay is working on more formal education to 
enhance her skills to eventually pursue genealogy as a career. As 
one of the editors of the Quarterly, Lindsay also hopes to apply 
what she learns about genealogical documentation to the work she 
does helping authors ensure their articles meet WPGS’ standards 
for evidence. 

The Suzanne Johnston Memorial Scholarship, named for a long-
time member of WPGS, is a yearly award of up to $250 to a current 
WPGS member to assist with the cost of attendance at a local, 
regional, national, or virtual genealogy conference.   

Please consider preparing an application in 2023 for the 2024 
Suzanne Johnston Memorial Scholarship. An updated application 
form, which outlines the criteria for submission, will be posted on 
the WPGS website beginning January 1, 2023, as well as in the 2023 
editions of this newsletter. The deadline for submissions will be 
December 1, 2023, with the announcement of the selection before 
January 1, 2024.  

Congratulations, Lindsay, and best wishes for your future pursuits! 

2022-2023 Scholarship Committee: Amy Welch, Pam Israel, 
Rebecca Miller  

Volunteers Needed 

Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I 
remember. Involve me and I learn. 

 Benjamin Franklin, inventor, and statesman 

Using WPGS equipment in the WPGS 
office on the third floor of the Main 
Branch of the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, review and scan church, 
school, family, and regional records 
provided to WPGS. Send inquiries to 
kkinplum@aol.com  

Assist with inventory and maintenance of library collection. Help 
visitors at the WPGS Library desk locate items in the WPGS 
collection and archived files. research@wpgs.org 

Reviewing, distributing, and responding to correspondence that 
arrives at the WPGS office and on the WPGS voicemail phone 
messages. The Corresponding Secretary is a Board Officer position 
and is currently open.  president@wpgs.org  

Assist the Library Chairperson with duties required to maintain the 
WPGS Library and catalog. librarian@wpgs.org  

Participate in WPGS membership outreach events at WPGS events 
and various Western Pennsylvania community events. 

membership@wpgs.org   

Assist the Program Chairperson with “live” programs when they are 
finally rescheduled at WPGS. programs@wpgs.org 

Remote Opportunities Too! 

Assist in the research, compilation, and composition of the WPGS 
newsletter. jots@wpgs.org 

Review digitized records online and create an index of the basic 
information included in the records. indexing@wpgs.org 

Help to compile a detailed history of the Society for the upcoming 
50th Anniversary celebration.  historian@wpgs.org 

Assist in the research, solicitation, and scheduling of presenters for 
WPGS programs. programs@wpgs.org   

Cataloging/indexing all names mentioned in data submitted for 
First Family applications. firstfamilies@wpgs.org 

Spearhead publicity efforts to spread the word about WPGS and its 
activities.  publicity@wpgs.org  

WPGS Quarterly  

We hope that you enjoyed the WPGS Quarterly relaunch with our 
November/December issue. It featured an article by Darcie Hind 
Poszs, CG,  The Flapper: The Matrilineage of Olive R. (Duffy) Thomas 
Pickford/Smith of Western Pennsylvania and Beyond.  If you haven’t 
had time to read it, the article will remain viewable on our website. 

To access Quarterly articles, members simply need to log into 
wpgs.org, choose “WPGS Quarterlies” under the Research menu, 

https://wpgs.org/events/
mailto:programs@wpgs.org
mailto:kkinplum@aol.com
mailto:research@wpgs.org
mailto:president@wpgs.org
mailto:catalog.%09librarian@wpgs.org
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and scroll to “Current” Edition.” Clicking on a red, rectangular box, 
labeled “View the Edition” will lead you to instructions on how to 
view and download the current digital edition. The Quarterly is a 
digital publication, however, members who have opted to receive 
paper copies of the Jots newsletter will receive a combined paper 
copy of this year’s (2022-2023) featured Quarterly articles in June.  
 
Our next featured article, Tracing the Origins of the White Family: 
Early Settlers of McKean County, Pennsylvania” by Greg Wick, will 
be published in January 2023. Mr. Wick is a professional 
genealogist, a facilitator in the Genealogical Studies Program of 
Boston University, and a volunteer project administrator at 
FamilytreeDNA.com.  
 
The Quarterly accepts submissions on a rolling basis.  Please email 
the editors at quarterly@wpgs.org if you'd like to submit an article 
for consideration. 
 

Erica Curtis and Lindsay Downs, Editors, WPGS Quarterly 

Membership  

At this time we would like to remind all current members to update 
their member profile with your correct choice of WPGS 
communication methods, e.g. email only, USPS and email, USPS 
mail only, etc., as well as your most up-to-date mailing and/or 
email address so that you receive the WPGS Jots and Quarterly in a 
timely manner. 

WPGS MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 

Membership Type As of Oct. 
2022 

Nov. 2022 
New 

Total to 
Date 

Honorary 6 0 6 

Individual 641 15 656 

Institutional1 1 0 1 

Institutional Honorary 2 33 0 33 

Joint 48 0 48 

Grand Total 729 15 744 
1 Institutions that have sent a renewal payment for the year 2022-2023. 
2 A new category was added, Institutional Honorary, to allow them to 

receive the Jots via Postal Service without other membership benefits.
  

Submitted on behalf of the WPGS membership committee: 
Lois Salvatora, Nancy Marsh, and Kristin Britanik 

 

New Members  

Beginning with this issue, we are 
reviving the old custom of 
welcoming New Members. From 
July 1 to October 16, 2022, new 
members, by state, include: 

California – Hilary Swett,  Lisa Guindon, Sara Weisberg Spiegel, 
Ronald Josephson, Rocco Hindman, and Colin Daymond Hanna. 

Florida – Linda S. Phillips Lane and Frank J. Pyle 
Georgia – William L. Beerman 
Iowa – Nancy L. Gallo Hamel 
Illinois – Ruthie Eckert Cacchione, Diane E. Taylor Russell, and  

Melissa M. Gaffey Nelson 
Indiana –  Pamela Adamik 
Kansas – Professor John P. Rahlston 
Kentucky – Phillip Johnston and Sharon & James Martin  
Maryland – Marian E. Durkin and Thomas K. & Christie R. Moseley 
Minnesota – Barb Kirkpatrick, Dr. Thomas W. Shaffer, and Natalie E. 

Zett 
North Carolina – Michael Burkhart, Valerie Palaninathan 

Hutchinson, William J. Warfel, and Terri Lynn Poth DeGeest 
New Hampshire – Susan D. Wheeler 
New Jersey – Jennifer Crouch Elgrim and Jamie Kerr 
New York –  Steven DeHart, Margaret Schubert, Penny Ann Judge 

Bradley, and Deborah J. Lesslie 
Ohio –  Mary Peters, Jennifer Lyons, and Dale K. Myers 
Pennsylvania –  Raymond E. Bamrick, Sharon Diane Peterson, 

Kathleen G. Cook Mastantuono, Regina Marie Beilstein, 
Laureen Schulte, Kristen Kelly, Lisa E. Bustinger Friedline, 
Bethany Spina, Joseph Paullet, George Clarke Wiggins, Wesley 
H. Schmidt, Chelsea Travis, David Barbula, Trish Hoffman 
Buben, Pauline J. Byars, Sean Devlin Bersell, Sean O’Neil, and 
Sandra L. Kessler Christopher 

Texas – Jason A. Wagner and Noreen J. Perry 
Virginia –  Teresa Anne Mills and Andrianne McQuillan 
Washington –  Colleen Corcoran Barajas 

Library Research Committee 

At the onset of the holiday season, the 
library research committee had a 
reduction in research requests. We are 
here to assist you with your research. 
Here are some of the many datasets 
available to you when you log in as a 
member: 

• Copies of the Allegheny Co. (townships outside the cities of 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny, and McKeesport) death registers for 
the years 1893-1905. https://wpgs.org/registration-of-
deaths-index-allegheny-county-1893-1905/ 

• The Allegheny Co. naturalization records from the district 
courts and the court of quarter sessions for the years 1798-
1906. https://wpgs.org/research/miscellaneous-
records/allegheny-county-naturalizations/ 

• WPGS First Families application copies. 
https://wpgs.org/first-families-of-western-pennsylvania/ 

• General library research within all of our resources. 

• File search within copies from our family files, church files, 
and cemetery files. 

• Copies of the WPA home surveys for Allegheny County. 
https://wpgs.org/research/library-research-services/ 

• Look up and copy service for any of the books in our library 
catalog. https://wpgs.library.net/ 

mailto:quarterly@wpgs.org
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• Copies from the Allegheny County morgue books. 
https://wpgs.org/research/death-burial-records/allegheny-
county-morgue-book-index/ 

We encourage you to review these indexes and services for 
evidence of your ancestors. 

WPGS continues to work towards the completion of the scanning 
and indexing of the index cards for the family files so that we can 
upload these indexes to the WPGS website for members to browse 
and make requests for the materials from our many family files. 
Look for this new database to arrive on the website in the 
upcoming year. 

Although we have met with only a few research visitors in the 
library during the month of November, please know that we can 
assist you in person with some planning. If you would like to visit 
the library for research please email us at; research@wpgs.org and 
we will make an appointment for you and gather your requested 
materials. Email queries from members and non-members alike get 
a response. Some of the recent inquiries looking for information or 
books include: 

• The scope of the information within the Mennonite Vital 
Records Index for Lancaster County. PA. 

• Naturalization information for a Hungarian immigrant living 
in Westmoreland County. PA. 

• Allegheny County Hospital for the Insane. 

• Availability of baptismal records from the First Presbyterian 
Church of Pittsburgh during the 1850s. 

• Property information for land records within the 
Depreciation and Donation Lands concerning an ancestor’s 
purchase. 

• Location of Sandy Creek Cemetery near Penn Hills in 
Allegheny County. 

• Zion Lutheran Cemetery and the North Zion Lutheran 
Cemetery in the Baldwin-Whitehall area of Allegheny 
County. 

If you have a question about available resources for your search, 
please write to us at reserach@wpgs.org.   

Don’t forget, the WPGS library and research committee is accepting 
new volunteers for the upcoming year. We have several in-house 
projects here in the library involving scanning files, indexing files, 
reviewing microfilm, assisting research visitors, and responding to 
research requests.  

If you are able and interested in learning more about these 
volunteer opportunities, please write us at reserach@wpgs.org;  

We wish you successful researching in the  New Year. 

Sincerely, 

WPGS Library Research Committee; Lois Salvatora, Patte Kelley, 
Ron Briskey, and Sue Arnold 

 

Finding Church Records In the WPGS 
Collection 

Church Records can be the key resource for solving many 
genealogical research problems. For this edition of the WPGS Jots 
newsletter, we would like to talk about the many church record 
resources available in our collection for WPGS members and non-
members too! 

Church records are a must for any genealogical research problem in 
the years preceding the creation of civil records for birth, marriage, 
and death information.  When searching for time periods and 
locations of when civil records were created, it’s best to refer to 
this Wiki (an online hypertext publication) at: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page.  

For the FamilySearch Pennsylvania Page: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Pennsylvania,_United_State
s_Genealogywww.familysearch.org/wiki   

So, how does one decide which faith group and congregation to 
search for an ancestor’s baptism, marriage, or death? 

This is a multi-step process that involves either personal knowledge 
of one’s family’s religious preferences, or a hunt for clues within 
records you’ve already obtained, such as a church cemetery, family 
Bible, newspaper article, or an obituary. What was the time frame 
of the event? And what was the religious history of the area where 
your ancestor settled? 

While many folks today do not attend religious services or may 
attend a congregation that is not a part of one of the traditional 
faith groups, remember that most early immigrants to Pennsylvania 
did. Pennsylvania was founded on religious freedom, and members 
of all faith groups were welcomed. In Southwestern Pennsylvania, 
many of the earliest Scotch and Irish settlers were of the 
Presbyterian faith.   

The book, Understanding and Using Baptismal Records by John T. 
Humphrey gives a great timeline for when various faith groups 
were initiated in America, as well as an in-depth discussion of the 
ways these groups handled baptisms. This book can be bought 
online through a simple Google search from several reputable used 
book vendors.  

In the early 1700s, the Presbyterian Church in Pennsylvania was 
organized principally by William Tennent, who was also the founder 
of Princeton University. The Moravians, Methodists, Lutherans, 
Catholic’s and Episcopalians followed.  

Furthermore, in the late 19th century, historians began compiling 
county histories, where one can learn about the individual religious 
groups and congregations that were located in your county of 
interest. 

Once you can determine which congregations were active during 
the time frame of the event you are researching, you can then 
begin to look for records for those congregations. Keep in mind 
that if a congregation or church is still active, you should reach out 
to their office staff to inquire about a record search. The internet 

mailto:reserach@wpgs.org
mailto:reserach@wpgs.org
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Pennsylvania,_United_States_Genealogywww.familysearch.org/wiki
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Pennsylvania,_United_States_Genealogywww.familysearch.org/wiki
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search should get you their contact info. Remember, church 
records are not considered to be a free public resource. You may 
need to endear yourself to the church secretary or minister. 

If a church is no longer an active congregation or has merged with 
another congregation, you may need to contact a regional archive 
for that faith group. Alternatively, you may find that someone has 
compiled and published the records for that congregation and you 
may find them online or within our WPGS library collection. 

Your WPGS membership will open up many possibilities for church 
records, Bible records, and cemetery records. All one needs to do is 
visit our website at www.wpgs.org and utilize our many research 
tools to begin your search. 

1. The WPGS library catalog at https://wpgs.library.net/  We 
recommend using the combination search feature, as you can 
use up to three search terms to drill down for a specific faith 
group. For example, typing Church and Presbyterian all in the 
title, brought 106 library books and microfilm items. Church 
and Pennsylvania found 203 items. You may also add to your 
search by including a county or township name as the third 
search term, however, depending on the title, this may limit 
your results. Following this example, we found 89 items 
concerning Lutheran Church records, 60 Reformed Church 
records, 33 Methodist Church records, 20 Catholic Church 
records, 19 Episcopal Church records, 15 Baptist Church 
records, 11 United Church of Christ records, and 4 Orthodox 
Church records. 

2. The WPGS website also contains all 42 volumes, digitized, of 
our WPGS Quarterly Journals, along with 4 different indexes 
for searching article titles. For a Church, Bible and Cemetery 
records search in this resource, we recommend using the 
“Category Index.” https://wpgs.org/research/quarterlies/ Here 
you will see all the Church, Bible, and Cemetery record articles 
available and grouped together on pages 1-12. You may also 
like to try the “Location Index” and browse by county name. 
Once you locate an article of interest, take note of the Volume 
and Number (ex. Vol. 1.3) where the article can be found and 
scroll down to the link for that edition. The contents page will 
guide you to the article page. 

3. Another WPGS place to visit on our website is the “Resource” 
page at https://wpgs.org/resources/. Here you will find links to 
church archives and research links covering categories from 
vital records to Immigration and naturalization. Additionally, 
you will find program handouts from WPGS lectures going back 
to 1982. Specific to church records is a handout from a 2017 
lecture given by Suzanne Johnston, one of our original WPGS 
members. This handout can be found at 
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/5/2021/05/2017May13_ChurchRecords
Resources.pdf  

You may now ask “How can I utilize a library resource found in the 
WPGS library catalog? 

You have a few choices. First and foremost, you can plan a visit to 
our library, and view the resource yourself. Currently, WPGS 
volunteers are meeting with members by appointment only in the 

were 2nd-floor reference room of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 
Oakland Main Branch. To make an in-person research reservation, 
please request a day and time by emailing research@wpgs.org.   

Secondly, you can place a research request for one of our library 
volunteers to search for the resources for you. Complete the 
research forms at https://wpgs.org/research/library-research-
services/ and make a payment online or use these same forms to 
submit a mail order request with payment.  

We recommend the “Index Look-Up” service or the “File Search” 
service or you may also decide to make a “General Research” 
service request and include the titles of any specific resources that 
you have identified within our catalog that you would like 
reviewed. 

Remember that your WPGS membership includes a discount when 
ordering library research services, so be sure to be logged in before 
placing your request. 

Other WPGS website pages of interest 

WPGS online member Bible Records:  
https://wpgs.org/research/miscellaneous-records/  

WPGS online Digitized Church records, many include indexes now 
or in the near future: 
https://wpgs.org/research/church-records/  

WPGS online Death and Burial Records: 
https://wpgs.org/research/death-burial-records/  

We hope that you are stimulated and encouraged to look closer at 
all the available WPGS resources for searching within church 
records for your ancestor’s baptism, marriage, confirmation, 
church leadership, death, and burial record. 

Please write to research@wpgs.org or librarian@wpgs.org with any 
questions. We are here to help. 

Happy Hunting. 

WPGS Research Committee, Lois Salvatora, Chairperson 
Patte Kelley, Sue Arnold, and Bethany Spina, Volunteers 

Cemetery Committee 

Since August, the committee has completed a photographic project 
in two cemeteries.  

1. Saint Mary’s Cemetery, Darlington Road, Beaver Falls, Beaver 
County, PA. The cemetery was completely photographed on 
8/26/2022. At the start, the cemetery had 4,172 Memorials 
with 1,388 photographed (33%) on the Find-A-Grave website 
at www.FindAGrave.com. At completion, there were 7,518 
memorials with 6,766 photographed (90%).  

2. The Melrose Cemetery, located in Bridgeville, Allegheny 
County was completely photographed with completion on 
11/28/2022. At the start, the cemetery had 6,987 memorials 
with 5,030 photographed (72%). We finished here with 7,267 
memorials and 6,976 photos or 96%. 

http://www.wpgs.org/
https://wpgs.library.net/
https://wpgs.org/research/quarterlies/
https://wpgs.org/resources/
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/05/2017May13_ChurchRecordsResources.pdf
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/05/2017May13_ChurchRecordsResources.pdf
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/05/2017May13_ChurchRecordsResources.pdf
mailto:research@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/research/library-research-services/
https://wpgs.org/research/library-research-services/
https://wpgs.org/research/miscellaneous-records/
https://wpgs.org/research/church-records/
https://wpgs.org/research/death-burial-records/
mailto:research@wpgs.org
mailto:librarian@wpgs.org
http://www.findagrave./
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Indexing Projects 

 
 
The following indexes have been posted on the WPGS website:  

• Little Beaver Cemetery  
• Holy Trinity Lutheran Church – Book 3  
• Presbyterian Church of Portersville – Books 1, 2, and 3 
• Grace Methodist Church: Books 2 – 7 
• Enon Presbyterian Church - Session minutes 1873-1909 
• Presbyterian Church of Portersville – Books 1, 2, and 3 

 
An index that will be posted soon: Fifth Avenue United Methodist – 
Book 3 

Ongoing indexing projects for the following records:  
• Fifth Avenue United Methodist  
• First English Evangelical Lutheran Church  
• Glenshaw Presbyterian Church 
• Holy Trinity Lutheran Church – Book 4  
• Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church  
• North Liberty United Presbyterian Church – Chronological 

Roll of Communicants  
• Tower Presbyterian  

 
If you have any questions about the indexing of the digitized online 
records or would like to volunteer to help remotely, please contact 
Nancy Marsh at indexing@wpgs.org. This rewarding project is fully 
Work At Your Own Pace.  

WPGS Private Facebook Group 

There are now over 3,000 active members in the 
WPGS Facebook Group at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/10246130776363
40. This group is quite active even though Society 

membership is not required to participate. Examples of recent 
posts include: 

URL for the 1921 Scotland Census released at ScotlandsPeople  

Link to article in the Meadville Tribune titled Meadville Ebony 
Genealogy of Sorts revived. 

I have some obits and funeral cards that are in German.  All 
attempts at translation have been unsuccessful, I think because of 
the fancy calligraphy-like font used (called fraktur, I think).  Any 
suggestions on how to proceed? Six comments posted. 

According to the 1920 census, my great-grandfather and family 
lived at 15 "I" Row St in Ellsworth, PA, when it used to be a 
company coal town. It seems all the streets were renamed since 
then and I was curious if there is somewhere where I could possibly 
find an old map of Ellsworth in 1920 to see where my great-
grandfather lived. Tried locating a contact for the gov't office but 
there doesn't seem to be any website for local government. Looking 
for suggestions? I have reviewed the posting from 

https://www.coalcampusa.com/.../ellsworth/ellsworth.htm I'm 
looking for an actual map if one exists. 16 comments were posted. 

I'm sure others have already had "why didn't I do this sooner" 
moments, some of us it just takes longer!  The old albums of black 
and white photos, from about 1912-1950, contain very few names 
on the back. A fellow genealogist reminded me to keep as many as 
possible as they represent chapters in our ancestor's history.  While 
I may never know who all the people are, they were important 
enough to my grandparents to take their photos--church members, 
fellow workers, friends, neighbors, and yes, relatives. A winter 
project is to scan the unidentified ones and archive them.  Plus 
piece together segments of their lives based on these photos--I've 
already learned some history today from the awesome photo 
attached "Stalled at Instanter Creek 1941 "!  I hope to share some 
on locale-specific FB pages in parts of Pittsburgh/Western PA to see 

if others have any thoughts on them.  I love old photos!! ❤ Thank 
you for allowing me to share an "aha" moment--the fun part of 
genealogy!! 14 comments were posted. 

We continue to solicit a new Administrator and Moderator for this 
WPGS Facebook Group. Please email facebook@wpgs.org for more 
information.  

Book Sales 

https://wpgs.org/shop/ 

Used Books: Used books are now offered with free shipping.  

Currently, there are over 300 used books listed on the WPGS 
website. Many prices have been reduced to encourage orders and 
to reduce the number of used books in storage. A listing of all 
available books, by category, can be found at 
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/5/2022/10/03143824/Used-
Books_Category_2022Oct03.pdf 

Publications: Place an order for one or more of the 23 WPGS 
publications at https://wpgs.org/product-category/publications/. 
Remember, WPGS members get a member discount on purchases.  
These publications include: 

Allegheny County, PA, Cemetery Directory. Compiled and published 
by WPGS in 2003. 

Atlas of the City of Pittsburgh, PA, 1911. Compiled and published by 
WPGS in 1992. 

Deaths in the PA Bituminous Coal Districts, 1888-1897. Compiled 
and published by WPGS in 2006. 

Fatal and Nonfatal Accidents in the PA Bituminous Coal Districts, 
1898-1901. Compiled and published by WPGS in 2012. 

Fires in Allegheny City, PA, 1875-1907. Compiled by Joel Fishman, 
Ph. D., Lisa Ann Senkow, and Katherine Fishman and published 
by WPGS in 2003. 

Marriage Returns, City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, PA, 1870-
1875, Vol. 1, A-G. Compiled and published by WPGS in 1999.  

Marriage Returns, City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, PA, 1870-
1875, Vol. 2, H-M. Compiled and published by WPGS in 1999.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1024613077636340
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1024613077636340
mailto:facebook@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/shop/
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/10/03143824/Used-Books_Category_2022Oct03.pdf
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/10/03143824/Used-Books_Category_2022Oct03.pdf
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/10/03143824/Used-Books_Category_2022Oct03.pdf
https://wpgs.org/product-category/publications/
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Marriage Returns, City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, PA, 1870-
1875, Vol. 3, N-Z. Compiled and published by WPGS in 1999.  

Marriages and Deaths from the Pittsburgh Dispatch, 1858-1860. 
Compiled and published by WPGS in 1993. 

Marriages in Allegheny City, PA, 1877-1882. Compiled by Suzanne 
M. Johnston and published by WPGS in 2006. 

Pensioners in Western PA in 1883, Vol. 1, Allegheny, Beaver, and 
Lawrence Counties. Compiled and published by WPGS in 1993. 

Pensioners in Western PA in 1883, Vol. 2, Armstrong, Fayette, 
Greene, Indiana, Washington, and Westmoreland Counties. 
Compiled and published by WPGS in 1993. 

Pensioners in Western PA in 1883, Vol. 3, Bedford, Blair, Cambria, 
Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Forest, Jefferson, McKean, Somerset, and 
Warren Counties. Compiled and published by WPGS in 1993. 

Pensioners in Western PA in 1883, Vol. 4, Butler, Clarion, Crawford, 
Erie, Mercer, and Venango Counties. Compiled and published 
by WPGS in 1993. 

Personal War Sketches of the African American Members of GAR 
Post 206. Compiled by Diane Ragan, CGRS, and published by 
WPGS in 2003. 

Pittsburgh Gazette Abstracts, Volume 3, 1806-1811. Compiled and 
published by WPGS in 1988. (Vol. 1, 2, 4 & 5 are out of print) 

Pittsburgh, PA, 19th Century Voters Lists. Compiled and published 
in 2003. 

Presbyterian Churches in Allegheny County. Compiled by Dorothy 
B. Braden and published by WPGS in 1996. 

Scottish Dissenting Presbyterian Churches in Allegheny County, PA. 
Compiled by Rev. Reid W. Stewart, Ph.D. and published by 
WPGS in 1994. 

Soldiers' Orphan Schools of Western PA. Compiled by Diane Ragan 
and published by WPGS in 1999. 

Surname Index to the 1874 Atlas of Butler County, PA. Compiled by 
Nancy Byers Romig and published by WPGS in 1993. 

Verona Cemetery. Prepared by the Oakmont Genealogical Study 
Group and published by WPGS in 1996. 

Warrantee Atlas of Allegheny County, PA. Compiled and published 
by WPGS in 2003. 

Whenever a volume is out-of-print, we will not be publishing 
additional paper copies but will offer a digital version on the WPGS 
website. Current volumes available as digital downloads include: 

Index to the Registration of Deaths Allegheny County, PA, 1893-
1905. Compiled and published by WPGS  in 2006. 

Washington County, PA, Quarter Sessions Court Records, 1781-
1795, Abstracts. Compiled and published by WPGS in 2010. 

Digital copies of the WPGS Quarterly, 1974 to 2015. 

Rebecca Kichta Miller, Book Sales Chairperson 
Contact: booksales@wpgs.org 

Jots from Western Pennsylvania 

The November-December edition of this newsletter was distributed 
to 316 members by USPS and 573 by email. The December 1 mid-
edition update, which is only available by email, was emailed to 
576 members.  

The next full edition of this newsletter should be in everyone’s 
“mailbox” by March 1, 2023. The deadline for submissions for this 
edition is February 12.  Please send any announcements or news 
about any Western Pennsylvania family history organization or 
group to jots@wpgs.org.   

Did you know? As a member, you have access to all previous 
newsletters on the WPGS website as well as an index of the 2012-
Present issues at https://wpgs.org/research/newsletter/.  

Rebecca Kichta Miller, Editor, jots@wpgs.org 

WPGS History 

Please take a moment to search your personal archives and share 
your photo finds with us or write a note to us about any special 
memories. They can be emailed to historian@wpgs.org. For photos, 
please note the year, event, and anyone included in the picture, if 
you have the information. 

Joyce Homan, Historian  
Contact: historian@wpgs.org  

Upcoming PA and WPGS 26‐County 
Regional Events 

Allegheny | Armstrong | Beaver | Bedford | Blair | Butler | Cambria | 
Cameron | Clarion | Clearfield | Crawford | Elk | Erie | Fayette | Forest | 
Greene | Indiana | Jefferson | Lawrence | McKean | Mercer | Somerset |  

Venango | Warren | Washington | Westmoreland 

PLEASE CHECK DIRECTLY WITH SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS FOR ANY 
IN-PERSON EVENT UPDATES AND CANCELLATIONS. 

(L) Live | (V) Virtual | (F) Free | ($) Not Free  
All times are EST. 

January 1, 2023: Happy New Year! 

January 1, 2023: Last Day of Kwanzaa 

January 7: Orthodox Christmas Day 

(V) ($ non-members) January 7, 2023, 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon: 
The Fair Court - Records of Chancery Courts by Judy Russell 
provided by the Bucks County Genealogical Society. With 
different names in different states (and countries), the 
Chancery Court was often the go-to court for cases of great 
genealogical value, including divorces, guardianships, real 
property partition, and more. For more information and 
registration, please visit 
https://www.bucksgen.org/index.php/bcgs-programs.  

(L) (F) January 10, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, Roots Genealogy Club at Peters 
Township Public Library, Reading Room, 616 E. McMurray 
Road, McMurray, PA 15317. Share resources, information, and 
methods for exploring your family’s history.  All are welcome, 
but registration is required through the Library’s calendar at 
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/  

January 16: Martin Luther King, Jr. Federal Holiday 

mailto:booksales@wpgs.org
mailto:jots@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/research/newsletter/
mailto:jots@wpgs.org
mailto:historian@wpgs.org
mailto:historian@wpgs.org
https://www.bucksgen.org/index.php/bcgs-programs
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/
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(V) (F) January 16, 2023, 7:00 – 9:00 PM: I Have a Civil War 
Ancestor... Now What? presented by Brian Rhinehart courtesy 
of North Hills Genealogists. Details at 
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47 
Free but registration is required at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpdOChpzsrG9Z
UoIvN6yUvcrodmDr1uHoy  

(V) (F) January 17, 2023, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: So You Want to Join First 
Families…? Do you think you qualify for the WPGS First 
Families Society, but you’re not sure how to apply? Join Megan 
Clark Young, chair of the WPGS First Families Committee, for 
this program and find out. See page two above for details.  

(L) (F) January 23, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Mt. Lebanon Genealogy Society 
Meeting, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, Meeting Room A, 16 
Castle Shannon Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15228. Join others in 
discussing family history as well as picking up tips on research. 
New members welcome! Email mtleganongs@gmail.com for 
program specifics. 

(V) ($) January 23-27: Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG) 
Academy of Professionals offers high-intermediate to 
advanced education. Get course and registration info at 
https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=524. 

(V) ($) January 29, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Share and Share Alike: The 
Rules of Genealogical Privacy by Judy G. Russell hosted by the 
Heinz History Center with the Jewish Genealogy Society of 
Pittsburgh. Details of this program and registration are 
available at 
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-
genealogical-society-judy-russell-1-29-23. 

(V) (F) January 30, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM:  Intro to Online 
Genealogy Research presented by Brandon Priddy for the  
Peters Township Public Library in McMurray, PA.  IT Librarian 
Brandon Priddy will discuss using Ancestry Library, Heritage 
Quest, and Family Search in the Library at the patron 
computers on the 2nd floor. All are welcome, but registration 
is required through the Library’s calendar at 
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/ 

February 1: First Day of Black History Month 

February 14: Happy Valentine’s Day 

(V) (F) February 8, 7:00 PM: Submitting Your Work to the WPGS 
Quarterly. Editors Erica Curtis and Lindsay Downs will share their 
insight into what authors can do before submitting their work to 
the Quarterly. See page two above for details. 

(L) (F) February 14, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, Roots Genealogy Club at Peters 
Township Public Library, Reading Room, 616 E. McMurray 
Road, McMurray, PA 15317. Share resources, information, and 
methods for exploring your family’s history.  All are welcome, 
but registration is required through the Library’s calendar at 
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/  

LIVE and Free! February 19, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM: Genealogy Day 
hosted by the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and Western 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society at the Main Branch, 4400 
Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. See page one for details. 

(L) (F) February 20, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Mt. Lebanon Genealogy 
Society Meeting, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, Meeting Room A, 
16 Castle Shannon Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15228. Join others in 
discussing family history as well as picking up tips on research. 
New members welcome! Email mtleganongs@gmail.com for 
program specifics. 

(V) (F) February 20, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: Thinking Outside the (Search) 
Box: Ancestry.com Search Strategies presented by Alec 
Ferretti hosted by North Hills Genealogists. Details at 
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47 
Free but registration is required at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsf-
yhpzopHdyp0NQn-ap2Ovar7PZruSFJ  

(L) (F) March 14, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, Roots Genealogy Club at Peters 
Township Public Library, Reading Room, 616 E. McMurray 
Road, McMurray, PA 15317. Share resources, information, and 
methods for exploring your family’s history.  All are welcome, 
but registration is required through the Library’s calendar at 
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/  

March 17: Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

(L) (F) March 20, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Mt. Lebanon Genealogy Society 
Meeting, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, Meeting Room A, 16 
Castle Shannon Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15228. Join others in 
discussing family history as well as picking up tips on research. 
New members welcome! Email mtleganongs@gmail.com for 
program specifics. 

(V) (F) March 20, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: Introduction to Forensic 
Genealogy by Katharine O’Connell hosted by North Hills 
Genealogists. Details at 
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47 
Free but registration is required at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvcuCuqj0tH9e
1RiM58CD879RNfc413b0L  

(L) (V) ($) March 24-25: North Hills Genealogists 2023 Genealogy 
Conference & Workshop with Kimberly Powell. In-person at 
the Kearns Center and online via Zoom. Friday afternoon 
workshop and Saturday lectures.  For details and registration, 
go to the NHG website at https://northhillsgenealogists.org/.  

(L) (F) April 17, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Mt. Lebanon Genealogy Society 
Meeting, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, Meeting Room A, 16 
Castle Shannon Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15228. Join others in 
discussing family history as well as picking up tips on research. 
New members welcome! Email mtleganongs@gmail.com for 
program specifics. 

(L) (F) May 15, 1:00 – 3:00 PM: Getting Your Family Into Your 
Computer presented by Rebecca Kichta Miller for the Mt. 
Lebanon Genealogy Society Meeting, Mt. Lebanon Public 
Library, Meeting Room A, 16 Castle Shannon Blvd., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15228. Email mtleganongs@gmail.com for program 
specifics. 

(V) (F) May 15, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: How to Get Started Interviewing 
Family Members and Writing Down Their Stories presented by 
Lisa Grazan for the North Hills Genealogists. Details at 

https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpdOChpzsrG9ZUoIvN6yUvcrodmDr1uHoy
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpdOChpzsrG9ZUoIvN6yUvcrodmDr1uHoy
mailto:mtleganongs@gmail.com
https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=524
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-judy-russell-1-29-23
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/jewish-genealogical-society-judy-russell-1-29-23
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/
mailto:mtleganongs@gmail.com
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsf-yhpzopHdyp0NQn-ap2Ovar7PZruSFJ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsf-yhpzopHdyp0NQn-ap2Ovar7PZruSFJ
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/
mailto:mtleganongs@gmail.com
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvcuCuqj0tH9e1RiM58CD879RNfc413b0L
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvcuCuqj0tH9e1RiM58CD879RNfc413b0L
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/
mailto:mtleganongs@gmail.com
mailto:mtleganongs@gmail.com


Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society 

Jots from Western Pennsylvania  Volume 49 Number 4 January-February 2023 

Dedicated to the study and preservation of family history.   Page 10 of 20 

Please note that all hyperlinks in this newsletter are only underlined and not shown in blue to avoid unnecessary distraction. 

https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47 
Free but registration is required at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vfu-
vqDsuGNVyhoyT-81wZVGBFU_lCFt1  

 (V) ($) August 5-12: Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania Virtual 
Conference. Sign up for GSP’s free newsletter for updates at 
https://genpa.org/public-collections/gsp-digital-newsletters/.  

(V) (F) August 21, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: Researching Ancestors in Prisons 
at the Pennsylvania State Archives by Tyler Stump hosted by 
North Hills Genealogists. Details at 
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47 
Free but registration is required at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctd-
6urT4vGNaLogOwMHk16h-i0caU9q3z  

(V) (F) September 18, 7:00 – 8:00 PM: Digging in the Digital 
Archive: Discovering Your Family's History in Digital 
Collections by Kristin Britanik (WPGS member) hosted by North 
Hills Genealogists. Details at 
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47 
Free but registration is required at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkdeCtrT0oH9y
tADuq5joGrUI_nw2XpHdP  

Upcoming National Genealogy Events 

(V) January 23-27: Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG) Academy 
of Professionals offers high-intermediate to advanced 
education. https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=524 

 (V) (L) (F) March 2-4: 2023 Rootstech: Join millions of virtual and 
in-person attendees for inspiring keynote addresses, 
instructive classes, innovative technologies, and most of all, 
the ability to connect people to their families—past, present, 
and future. 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/newsroom/rootstech-2023-
will-be-online-and-in-person  

 (V) (L) ($) March 31-April 1: Uncovering Your Genetic Inheritance 
Annual Genetic Genealogy program presented by Southern 
California Genealogical Society (SCGS). Details and registration 
at http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/  

 (L) ($) April 26-29: Ohio Genealogical Society Conference 2023, 
What Brought Them Here, 1803-2023, Kalahari Resort and 
Convention Center, Sandusky, Ohio. Details and registration 
are at https://www.ogsconference.org/.  

 (L) (V) ($) May 31-June 3: The National Genealogical Society 2023 
Family History Conference, The Deep Roots of a Nation, will 
be held in Richmond, Virginia. Preliminary information can be 
found at https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/conferences/. 

(L) (V) ($)June 9-10: International German Genealogy Partnership 
(IGGP) Conference Crossroads and Connections: Finding Your 
Family Story presented by the IGGP. Details on the website 
can be found at http://iggp.org/ as they become available. 
Room reservations began August 8, 2002, so make them early. 

 (V) ($) June 18-23: Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh 
(GRIP). The 2023 Announcement Flyer is available at 
https://www.gripitt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023-
GRIP-Flyer-7-25x10-1.pdf  

 (L) ($)  July 9-14: Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh 
(GRIP). The 2023 Announcement Flyer is available at 
https://www.gripitt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023-
GRIP-Flyer-7-25x10-1.pdf  

 (L) (V) ($) July 23-28: The Institute of Genealogy and Historical 
Research (IGHR) Course List for 2023 
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/IGHR-Future-Courses-2021-2023-
rev2021_0831.pdf  

 (V) ($) August 5-12: Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania Virtual 
Conference. Save the dates, then sign up for GSP’s free 
newsletter updates https://genpa.org/public-collections/gsp-
digital-newsletters/.  

(L) ($) October 17-21: The Czechoslovak Genealogical Society 
International (CGSI) 19th Genealogical and Cultural 
Conference at The Ingleside Hotel in Pewaukee, Wisconsin. 
Watch for details at https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-19th-
genealogical/cultural-conference-milwaukee-conference   

($) (L) (V) October 6-7: Southern California Genealogical Society 
(SCGS) 53rd Jamboree: Cherishing Your Family Inheritance. 
This hybrid conference will offer genealogical workshops of all 
levels--beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels. Watch 
for details and registration information at 
www.scgsgenealogy.com/.  

($) (L) (V) October 6-8: East Coast Genetic Genealogy Conference, 
Maritime Conference Center, 692 Maritime Boulevard, 
Linthicum Heights, Maryland. Presented by the East Coast 
Genetic Genealogy Conference committee and mitoYDNA.org, 
this event is dedicated to education on the use of Genetic 
Genealogy and will offer an immersive hybrid experience 
online and in-person in real-time (EST) and will be recorded. 
Full details will be found at https://ecggc.org/.  

Upcoming Ethnic Genealogy Events 

IRISH (L/V) ($) March 21, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM: Ulster Historical 
Foundation North America Lecture Tour, Heinz History Center, 
Pittsburgh, PA.  The Foundation, along with the Heinz History 
Center, is preparing contingencies so that if it becomes 
necessary they will go ahead as virtual events. Watch the HHC 
calendar for updates and registration information at 
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/whats-on/history-
center/events/  

GERMAN ($) (L) (V) June 9-10: International German Genealogy 
Partnership (IGGP) Conference Crossroads and Connections: 
Finding Your Family Story presented by the IGGP in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. The local host is the Genealogy Center at the 
Allen County Public Library, a renowned institution for 
genealogical research. Details on the website can be found at 
http://iggp.org/. 

https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vfu-vqDsuGNVyhoyT-81wZVGBFU_lCFt1
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vfu-vqDsuGNVyhoyT-81wZVGBFU_lCFt1
https://genpa.org/public-collections/gsp-digital-newsletters/
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctd-6urT4vGNaLogOwMHk16h-i0caU9q3z
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctd-6urT4vGNaLogOwMHk16h-i0caU9q3z
https://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkdeCtrT0oH9ytADuq5joGrUI_nw2XpHdP
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkdeCtrT0oH9ytADuq5joGrUI_nw2XpHdP
https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=524
https://www.familysearch.org/en/newsroom/rootstech-2023-will-be-online-and-in-person
https://www.familysearch.org/en/newsroom/rootstech-2023-will-be-online-and-in-person
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/
https://www.ogsconference.org/
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/conferences/
http://iggp.org/
https://www.gripitt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023-GRIP-Flyer-7-25x10-1.pdf
https://www.gripitt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023-GRIP-Flyer-7-25x10-1.pdf
https://www.gripitt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023-GRIP-Flyer-7-25x10-1.pdf
https://www.gripitt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2023-GRIP-Flyer-7-25x10-1.pdf
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/IGHR-Future-Courses-2021-2023-rev2021_0831.pdf
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/IGHR-Future-Courses-2021-2023-rev2021_0831.pdf
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/IGHR-Future-Courses-2021-2023-rev2021_0831.pdf
https://genpa.org/public-collections/gsp-digital-newsletters/
https://genpa.org/public-collections/gsp-digital-newsletters/
https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-19th-genealogical/cultural-conference-milwaukee-conference
https://cgsi.org/events/cgsi-19th-genealogical/cultural-conference-milwaukee-conference
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/
https://ecggc.org/
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/whats-on/history-center/events/
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/whats-on/history-center/events/
http://iggp.org/
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JEWISH ($) (L) (V) July 30 – August 3: 43rd Annual IAJGS 
(International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies) 
International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, London, 
England. Watch for details and conference registration 
information at https://www.iajgs.org/conferences/future-
conferences/.  

SLOVAK ($) (L) October (TBD): The Czechoslovak Genealogical 
Society International (CGSI) 19th Genealogical and Cultural 
Conference, Milwaukee, WI. Watch for details at 
https://cgsi.org/news-events/cgsi-news 

Member Presenters and Professional 
Researchers Wanted 

WPGS collects contact information on current program 
presenters and professional researchers. If you are a WPGS 
member and would like to be added to these WPGS lists, send 
detailed Information about your capabilities to: 

• Program Presenters to programs@wpgs.org  

• Professional Researchers to research@wpgs.org 

Newest Historic Pittsburgh Partner 

Historic Pittsburgh welcomes Crafton Public Library and the MARS 
Area History and Landmarks Society as new contributors to the site 
to further advance the mission of preserving and making widely 
available, materials related to the history of Pittsburgh. See a list of 
all partners at https://www.historicpittsburgh.org/partners  
 
Historic Pittsburgh comprises primary and secondary sources about 
the greater Pittsburgh region, including a wide range of 
publications, maps, manuscripts, visual images, and audio-video 
materials, which support personal and scholarly research. 
Launched in 1999, the site has grown each year through 
partnerships with more than a dozen cultural heritage institutions 
willing to digitize and share their collections to support personal 
and scholarly research. https://www.historicpittsburgh.org/search/  

Mt. Lebanon Genealogy Society, 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

The Mt. Lebanon Genealogy Society meets at 1:00 PM on the third 
Monday of the month, September through November, and January 
through May, in the Mt. Lebanon Library, 16 Castle Shannon 
Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15228, in one of the two Conference 
Rooms on the lower level of the library. Check the library's 

Calendar of Events for specific dates and locations. All meetings are 
free and open to the public. Email contact: 
mtlebanongs@gmail.com. See also the Mt. Lebanon Library's 
Genealogy Resources at 
http://mtlebanonlibrary.org/243/Genealogy and genealogy 
research opportunities through The Historical Society of Mt. 
Lebanon at http://lebohistory.org/about-us/genealogy-research/.  

Indiana County, PA, Records Added 

Over 20,000 new records for Indiana County, PA, have been added 
to the 17th-century Pennsylvania collection from the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, Births & Baptisms. Spanning from 1660-
1992, you may uncover both recent relatives and distant ancestors. 
You can normally expect a year and parents’ names but check the 
originals where available for more rich detail at 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/4138679    

Roots Genealogy Club, Peters Township, 
Washington County, PA 

The Roots Genealogy Club 
meets on the second Tuesday 
of the month, 1 to 3 PM at 

the Peters Township Public Library at 616 East McMurray Road 
McMurray, Pennsylvania 15317. Their purpose is to share 
resources, methods, and information, for exploring family history. 
All are welcome but registration is required through the library’s 
calendar at https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/.  For more 
information, email programs@ptlibrary.org. 

Ulster Historical Foundation 2023 Tour 
Schedule 

UHF is delighted to announce preliminary details for the 
Foundation's lecture tour program in North America for March 
2023. Be sure to register early to ensure your place. Whilst every 
effort is being made to ensure these workshops go ahead, we are 
aware that COVID might disrupt plans for in-person attendance. 
The Foundation along with the different host organizations are 
preparing contingencies so that if it becomes necessary these 
programs will go ahead as virtual events, but crucially they will go 
ahead. Watch for specific details for each date at the individual 
venues and/or sponsoring organizations.  

North America Tour Schedule 

IDAHO: Thursday, 09 March 2023 – Coeur d'Alene ID (10:00 AM-
4:00 PM) Location: Jacklin Arts & Cultural Center, 405 N William St, 
Post Falls, ID 83854 Program title: Researching Your Irish and Scots-
Irish Ancestors. Host: Jan Clizer & Ulster Historical Foundation 

MASSACHUSETTS: Saturday, 11 March 2023 – Boston MA (9:00 
AM-4:30 PM) Location: TBC Program title: Irish Research. Host: 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 

https://www.iajgs.org/conferences/future-conferences/
https://www.iajgs.org/conferences/future-conferences/
https://cgsi.org/news-events/cgsi-news
mailto:programs@wpgs.org
mailto:research@wpgs.org
https://www.historicpittsburgh.org/partners
https://www.historicpittsburgh.org/search/
mailto:mtlebanongs@gmail.com
http://mtlebanonlibrary.org/243/Genealogy
http://lebohistory.org/about-us/genealogy-research/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/4138679
https://ptlibrary.org/events-month-view/
mailto:programs@ptlibrary.org
https://www.historicpittsburgh.org/
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NEW YORK: Monday, 13 March 2023 – New York City (10:00 AM-
4:00 PM) Location & Host: TBD. Program title: Researching your 
Irish and Scots-Irish Ancestors.  

INDIANA: Tuesday, 14 March 2023 – Michigan City IN (9:30 AM-
4:00 PM) Location & Host: TBD. Program title: Researching your 
Irish and Scots-Irish Ancestors. 

MISSOURI: Thursday, 16 March 2023 – Independence, MO (3:00-
7:00 PM) Program title: Researching your Irish and Scots-Irish 
Ancestors with the Ulster Historical Foundation. Host: Midwest 
Genealogy Center and the Mid-Continent Public Library. Location: 
Midwest Genealogy Center, 3440 S. Lee’s Summit Rd, 
Independence, MO 64055. This is a free event but registration is 
required. Registration will begin in January 2023. 

WISCONSIN: Saturday, 18 March 2023 – Madison WI (9:00 AM-
5:00 PM) Location: Memorial Library Room 126, 728 State Street, 
Madison, WI 53706. Program title: Irish and Scots-Irish Genealogy. 
Host: The Wisconsin Historical Society.  

KENTUCKY: Monday, 20 March 2023  - Louisville, KY (9:00 AM-1:00 
PM) Location: The Filson Historical Society, 1310 S. 3rd St, 
Louisville, KY 40208. Program title: Irish and Scots-Irish Family 
History Research Workshop. Host: The Filson Historical Society.  

PENNSYLVANIA: Tuesday, 21 March 2023 – Pittsburgh PA (10:00 
AM-4:00 PM) Location: Heinz History Center, 1212 Smallman 
Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222. Virtual location: Zoom. Program title: 
Irish Genealogy Workshop. Host: Heinz History Center and the 
Westmoreland County Historical Society.  

VIRGINIA: Wednesday, 22 March 2023 – Leesburg VA (9:30 AM-
4:30 PM). Location: Thomas Balch Library.   

KENTUCKY: Thursday, 23 March 2023 – Jackson Purchase 
Historical Society, Murray KY (10:00 AM-4:30 PM). Location: TBD. 
Program title: Irish Research Program 

ONTARIO, CANADA: Saturday, 25 March 2022 – Ottawa ON (10:00 
AM-4:30 PM). Program title: Irish Genealogy. Host: British Isles 
Family History Society of Greater Ottawa. 

NGS 2023 Family History Conference 
Announced 

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/conferences/ 

Mark your calendars 
for the National 
Genealogical Society 
(NGS) 2023 Family 
History Conference, 
31 May – 3 June, in 
Richmond, Virginia. 

The theme is Virginia: Deep Roots of a Nation.  

Thanks to the more than 885 NGS members who answered our 
conference survey, the NGS Family History Conference promises to 
deliver the programming you’re looking for in 2023. 

The Conference Program, June 1 – 3 (Thursday through Saturday) 
will include 

• BCG Skill Building  

• Virginia Track 

• Methodology 

• Latest DNA Tools 

• African American Research 

• Native Peoples Research 

• Jewish records, and more. 

Special Bonus: The Library of Virginia has confirmed that it will 
extend its research hours from 9:00 AM until 9:00 PM on Thursday, 
June 1, and from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM on Saturday for its 
Archives Research Room. You may also want to visit Richmond’s 
other outstanding genealogical research facilities. Take advantage 
of NGS’s discounted hotel rates three days before and three days 
after the conference to research your Virginia ancestors. 

The 2023 Family History Conference program will be available 
online approximately two weeks before we open conference 
registration. Check your email or the NGS Conference website for 
announcements about the program and registration. Hotel 
registrations will be open at three downtown hotels—Richmond 
Marriott, Hilton, and Omni—after conference registration opens. 

Many New Scotland Records Available 
on FindMyPast 

Thousands of new and exclusive records for Scotland were added 
recently to Findmypast. These records include:  

• Scotland, Poor Law & Lists.  16,820 that span from 1816 to 
1901. This collection now has over 120,000 records to 
explore 

• Scotland, Occupations & Professions. 16,000 records added 
from various sources and reach back into the 16th century.  

• 100 Years of Newspapers. Three brand new titles, with 
updates to many more. 

Find more information about these records at 
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/new/scotland-poor-
occupations.  

Watch for Misinformation on 
FindAGrave 

Find a Grave got its start in 1995 when founder Jim Tipton built a 
website to share his hobby of visiting the graves of famous people. 
He found that many people shared his interest and quickly opened 
the site for all individuals (famous and non-famous) with a mission 
for finding, recording and presenting burial and final disposition 
information worldwide.  

Since then, millions of contributors have been entering memorials, 
photos, GPS locations, biographies and other rich content to the 
site. As the site grew, the community grew also. In 2013, Find a 

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/conferences/
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/new/scotland-poor-occupations
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/new/scotland-poor-occupations
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Grave became a wholly owned subsidiary of Ancestry® and 
launched an Android app in 2014. Ancestry redesigned the website 
and released it in August, 2018. The community continues to add 
and update memorials every day.  

However, FindAGrave can have information from users that may or 
may not be accurate and is not verified. It is based solely on trust. 
You trust that headstone photos put into the site are accurate and 
that the stone is in the cemetery where another user says it is. If 
you find a mistake or misinformation, you have the ability to 
contact the creator of the memorial to make a correction.   

For a more detailed explanation on how misinformation on 
FindAGrave can ruin your family history, see the PA Ancestors 3-
minute post from Nov. 11, 2022 at https://www.paancestors.com/  

1950 U. S. Census Now Also Available on 
MyHeritage for Free 

MyHeritage Blog, November 9, 2022.  The 1950 U.S. Census 
collection now includes more than 150 million records from all of 
the U.S. states and territories and it is available for you to view, 
search, and add to your MyHeritage family tree for free!  Search 
the 1950 U.S. Federal Census for free at 
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-11006/1950-
united-states-federal-census even if you do not have a 
subscription. 

There are a few million records that couldn’t be scanned and 
indexed accurately through more automated means and require 
some additional manual handling and they will be added over the 
next few months. 

Last year we released the Census Helper at 
https://www.myheritage.com/census-helper, a useful new feature 
that tells you who in your family tree is likely to appear in the 1950 
U.S. Census and other censuses. Learn more about how to best 
utilize this free tool in Jump-start Your 1950 U.S. Census Research 
with the Census Helper at 
https://blog.myheritage.com/2022/03/jump-start-your-1950-u-s-
census-research-with-the-census-helper/.   

For more tips on searching the 1950 U.S. Census and all other 
censuses on MyHeritage, please visit the Census Content Hub at 
https://myheritage.com/census/us and the dedicated 1950 U.S. 
Census page at 
https://www.myheritage.com/census/us/1950census/. 

Census Content Hug: https://myheritage.com/census/us  

The 1921 Census of England & Wales 
Now Available Online 

FindMyPast Blog, Niall Cullen, Oct. 11, 2022.  In 
partnership with The National Archives, the 1921 
Census of England & Wales is now exclusively online 
at Findmypast. After 100 years locked away, the 

highly-anticipated 1921 Census of England & Wales is now online 
and accessible for the very first time. There is no end to the secrets 
and surprises hidden in the Census and now there is no limit to the 
access you can enjoy. All you need to do is upgrade or subscribe to 
a Premium subscription. Get unlimited access to the 1921 Census 
at https://www.findmypast.com/1921-census. Note: Watch for a 
free weekend around the holidays.  

It's taken three years of intensive conservation and digitization 
work with the help and support of the Office for National Statistics 
to make the Census available to search and explore online, only at 
Findmypast. 

Taken on June 19, 1921 after being delayed by two months due to 
industrial unrest, the 1921 Census saw over 38,000 enumerators 
dispatched to every corner of England and Wales to capture the 
details of more than 38 million people. This included over 8.5 
million households as well as all manner of public and private 
institutions ranging from prisons and military bases to public 
schools and workhouses. 

Offering more detail than any previous census, the 1921 Census of 
England & Wales not only asked individuals about their age, 
birthplace, occupation and residence (including the names of other 
household members and the number of rooms), but also their 
place of work, employer details, and gave 'divorced' as an option 
for marital status. 

Now accessible for the first time, these valuable documents 
provide you with millions of unique opportunities to uncover the 
lives of your ancestors, the history of your home and communities 
and a fascinating snapshot of life during an era that resonates with 
where we find ourselves today. 

Wandering Into and Out of West Virginia 

The West Virginia Department of Arts, 
Culture, & History has guides to their 
collections at 
https://wvculture.org/research/archives-
and-history-research-databases/, which 
also include a comprehensive list of 
historical, genealogical, and preservation 
societies.  These guides have given access 
to city directories, original  county records, maps, naturalization 
records, photographs, telephone directories, and many other key 
collections. 

The fully volunteer WVGenWeb Project went online on June 22, 1996 
and has come a long way since then, with listings of counties and 
information that is available at https://wvgenweb.org/. Other West 

Remember: You can access the census data 
for the 1950 U.S. Census online at 
https://1950census.archives.gov/.    

https://www.paancestors.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-11006/1950-united-states-federal-census
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-11006/1950-united-states-federal-census
https://www.myheritage.com/census-helper
https://blog.myheritage.com/2022/03/jump-start-your-1950-u-s-census-research-with-the-census-helper/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2022/03/jump-start-your-1950-u-s-census-research-with-the-census-helper/
https://myheritage.com/census/us
https://www.myheritage.com/census/us/1950census/
https://myheritage.com/census/us
https://www.findmypast.com/1921-census
https://wvculture.org/research/archives-and-history-research-databases/
https://wvculture.org/research/archives-and-history-research-databases/
https://wvgenweb.org/
https://1950census.archives.gov/
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Virginia Genealogy Societies Online are listed at 
https://wvgenweb.org/society/index.htm. 

If you’re looking for early immigrant ancestors, don’t forget that 
West Virginia was part of the British Virginia Colony from 1607-1776 
and the western part of the U.S. state of Virginia from 1776-1863. 

Old Western Pennsylvania Photographs 
Donation 

On November 1, 2022, WPGS received an envelope with 57 old 
photographs and card de visites with the following note: Please 
accept these photos as a donation. I’m going through my mother’s 
genealogy collection. The enclosed photos are not of our family.  
Mom’s notation was “10/14/1995. 3 Rivers Auction, Taylor Estate, 

Route 30, beside 
Dunkin Donuts, East 
McKeesport. Item #4, 
$15.00.  Mom mainly 
bought the lot for the 
45 postcards that 
were included, which 
she stored elsewhere, I 
guess.  Thank you, 
Brenda Sack, Virginia 

Beach, Virginia.“  

These images have all been scanned at high resolution and 
notations have been made if there is writing or information on the 
back of any.  A link to the files where these scans have been stored 
can be found on the WPGS website in Unclaimed Photos and 
Memorabilia at https://wpgs.org/research/miscellaneous-records/.  

2023 Family Reunion Announcements 

Now that most families are gathering again, albeit with a grain of 
caution, we would like to once again feature a listing of upcoming 
family reunions in the Western Pennsylvania region. Please send 
your Western Pennsylvania family reunion announcements in the 
following format to jots@wpgs.org: 

Date, Name of Event and FAMILY NAME(S), Location, City, State, 
Time, and Contact Information.  For example only: 

July 11: A Gathering of the Ancestral and 
Descendant Families of Robert Andrew LOUGHLIN 
(mother HANNA) and Gertrude Rebecca JEFFERS 
(mother MAGOWAN) all of Northern Ireland, at 
Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, PA, 12:00 – 7:00 PM. 

Go to the family Facebook page at (insert source here) for 
more information and to RSVP.  

Additionally, if you would like to share stories or information 
gathered at your family reunion, we would be happy to post those 
as well. You can also send that information to jots@wpgs.org.    

New Book On Pennsylvania Vital 
Records Research 

Denys Allen, founder of PAancestors.com, 
has published a new volume on 
Pennsylvania Vital Records Research: A 
Genealogy Guide to Birth, Adoption, 
Marriage, Divorce, and Death Records from 
1682 to Today. This new work aims to show 
you how to learn how to find every created 
vital record on your Pennsylvania ancestors 
from 1682 to today. 

This genealogy research guide gives the 
history, state laws, and processes for birth 

certificates, marriage licenses, death certificates, county vital 
record registrations, adoptions, and divorce - plus how to include 
DNA results in your research. 

Be confident you have every possible vital record. This guide will 
explain what was created and where to find it and includes 
Research Checklists, Pennsylvania Archives and Repositories, 
Common Vital Records Terms, and Pennsylvania State Laws. It is 
available in paperback on Amazon and as an eBook for Kindle, 
Apple, Barnes & Noble, and Scribd.  

Congratulations to Denys Allen for this admirable accomplishment. 

GENEALOGY EDUCATION 
NEW National Archives Catalog 

The new National Archives Catalog officially launched on November 
21, 2022. The new Catalog is a fully redesigned and modernized 
online public access Catalog, maximizing the ability to make the 
records of the National Archives even more accessible. Discover 
what's new at https://catalog.archives.gov/   

Pennsylvania Newspaper Archive 

 

Pennsylvania Digitized Newspaper Collections.  The State Library 
in Harrisburg at the Capitol Complex hosts links to digitized 
Pennsylvania newspaper collections on two different websites. The 
first collection is on their LibGuides at https://click.convertkit-
mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/wnh2hghr044gk6u7/aHR0cH
M6Ly9wYS1nb3YubGliZ3VpZGVzLmNvbS9jLnBocD9nPTExMTAxODk
mcD04MDkzMTg3 and looks like this when you open it. You can 

https://wvgenweb.org/society/index.htm
https://wpgs.org/research/miscellaneous-records/
mailto:jots@wpgs.org
https://catalog.archives.gov/
https://click.convertkit-mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/wnh2hghr044gk6u7/aHR0cHM6Ly9wYS1nb3YubGliZ3VpZGVzLmNvbS9jLnBocD9nPTExMTAxODkmcD04MDkzMTg3
https://click.convertkit-mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/wnh2hghr044gk6u7/aHR0cHM6Ly9wYS1nb3YubGliZ3VpZGVzLmNvbS9jLnBocD9nPTExMTAxODkmcD04MDkzMTg3
https://click.convertkit-mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/wnh2hghr044gk6u7/aHR0cHM6Ly9wYS1nb3YubGliZ3VpZGVzLmNvbS9jLnBocD9nPTExMTAxODkmcD04MDkzMTg3
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search each newspaper individually. They also have a second online 
collection of Pennsylvania newspapers and that is on the Power 
Library at https://click.convertkit-
mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/08hwh9hmlxxz96cl/aHR0cHM
6Ly9wb3dlcmxpYnJhcnkub3JnL2NhdGVnb3J5L2NvbGxlY3Rpb24tc3
ViamVjdHMvbG9jYWwtbmV3c3BhcGVycy8=. Here you can also 
search each newspaper individually too. The State Library of 
Pennsylvania also has the most complete collection of Pennsylvania 
newspapers from all 67 counties. The newspaper collection is on 
microfilm, but those microfilms can be sent via interlibrary loan to 
your local public library. Check at https://click.convertkit-
mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/8ghqhohgr3392mik/aHR0cH
M6Ly9wYS1nb3YubGliZ3VpZGVzLmNvbS9jLnBocD9nPTExODA5Mzk
= to see what is available.  

Necrology Collection. One of the oddest digitized newspaper 
collections is the Necrology Collection on PowerLibrary. It's so 
unique it deserved its own category. Necrology was another way to 
say “obituary” back when these scrapbooks were made in the late 
19th century. https://click.convertkit-
mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/e0hph7hkree4e9h8/aHR0cH
M6Ly9kaWdpdGFsYXJjaGl2ZXMucG93ZXJsaWJyYXJ5Lm9yZy9wYXBk
L2lzbGFuZG9yYS9zZWFyY2gvbmVjcm9sb2d5P3BhZ2U9NiZ0eXBlPW

VkaXNtYXgmY3A9cGFwZCUzQX
NscGdlbmVhbG9n  

PA Photos and Documents. 
Explore thousands of digitized 
documents and photographs 
from unique collections in 
libraries across Pennsylvania. 

https://powerlibrary.org/collections/  

10 Ways to Improve Your Tree in 10 Minutes or Less. This list can 
be found at https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-
how-to/improve-your-family-tree/  

Chronicling America is the ultimate free collection of American 
historic newspapers, hosted by the Library of Congress (LOC) in 
Washington DC. The LOC catalog is also my go-to destination to 
learn which newspapers were published in specific Pennsylvania 

counties. Available at https://click.convertkit-
mail2.com/qdu58gnz97h7h72vd3ehl/owhkhq
h4qnnon6iv/aHR0cHM6Ly9jaHJvbmljbGluZ2Ft

ZXJpY2EubG9jLmdvdi8=  

If you use Google Calendar, it has become easier for you to 
remember the upcoming Legacy Family Tree webinars. All you have 
to do is go to your Google calendar and click on the "Add to Google 
Calendar" button at 
https://www.google.com/calendar/render?cid=http%3A%2F%2Fw
ww.google.com%2Fcalendar%2Ffeeds%2Flegacyfamilytree.com_1d
bb76rklg9uqeajd75dr9odnk%2540group.calendar.google.com%2Fp
ublic%2Fbasic, then answer 'Yes' to the question Do you want to 
add this to calendar? All of the upcoming Legacy Family Tree 
Webinars will now show up in the Other Calendars section of your 
Google Calendar. You still have to register for the webinars at 
https://familytreewebinars.com/, but this is a handy reminder of 

what’s coming up. Note: You can’t pick and choose which webinars 
show on your calendar.  They all show so you have a reminder.  

Free Genealogy eBooks: Ancestral Findings offers 13 free eBooks 
that will give you plenty of food for thought as you explore your 
family tree. There are also additional free eBooks for: 

• The Origin and Meaning of Surnames 

• The Unsung Heroes of the Civil War 

• The U.S. State Capitals 

• Who’s Who in the American Revolution 

• Who’s Who in the Wars of the Roses 

• America’s First Ladies 

• American Folklore 

• Christmas Traditions 
https://ancestralfindings.com/ebooks/?awt_a=7Ong&awt_l=ExnRv
&awt_m=3b3bR7KwnURyXng  

New NGS Certificate Course 

December 5, 2022, Angela Packer McGhie, CG®, NGS Education 
Director. The National Genealogical Society (NGS) is excited to 
announce a new course specifically designed for intermediate to 
advanced genealogists called Advanced Skills in Genealogy 
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/advskills/. This course expands the 
NGS educational curriculum.  

Advanced Skills in Genealogy is an institute-level, standards-based 
course which offers a certificate upon completion. It guides 
students through sixteen significant types of genealogical records, 
analysis and correlation of information, and methodologies and 
strategies to meet genealogical challenges. This course teaches 
advanced skills through the course material, case studies, NGS 
Quarterly and NGS Magazine articles, video presentations, live bi-
monthly Zoom sessions, and hands-on activities for students. 
Practical assignments provide an opportunity for students to 
reinforce concepts and build skills for future research. Mentors 
grade key assignments and give personalized feedback. 

NGS is offering an additional $100 discount off the already 
discounted price for the full course through 13 January 2023. To 
receive the presale discount, use coupon code NGSSAVE100. The 
course will open to students on 17 January 2023. To learn more 
about the course and see a full listing of topics covered, visit the 
NGS website at https://www.ngsgenealogy.org. 

If you are just getting started and working toward intermediate 
skills, then consider the Foundations in Family History course or the 
Continuing Genealogical Studies courses on specialized topics. 

Armstrong County History and 
Genealogical Society 

Armstrong County Historical Museum and Genealogical Society Inc. 
was established in 1924. Their mission has always been to preserve 
the history of Armstrong County through the collection of artifacts, 
written accounts, and genealogical studies, and to maintain a  
Historical Museum and Genealogical Library for the benefit of the 
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community. In order to serve the varied historical and genealogical 
interests of their members and the community, the Society 
operates with three branches: the Museum Branch, the Library 
Branch, and the Committees Branch. 

The Armstrong County Historical Museum tells the story of people, 
places, and historical events starting with the destruction of the  
Delaware Indian Village of the Kit-Han-Ne in 1756 by Colonel John 
Armstrong and his frontier troops. The  Museum is open to the 
public for tours on Sunday and Thursday, 1:00 to 3:00 PM, April to 
November. After November 1st by appointment only. 

The Mildred Lankerd-Thomas 
Genealogical Library was 
founded in 1973 and houses 
hundreds of county and family 
histories, will and deed indexes, 
yearbooks, and genealogical 
publications, as well as 
newspapers on microfilm and an 
extensive obituary collection. 
The cemetery and church 
records can lead you to that 
elusive relative's gravesite. Ask 

the librarian or any of the knowledgeable volunteers for assistance. 
The library is open to the public from April to November on  
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, noon to 4:00 PM and an 
appointment can be scheduled at other times by calling 724-548-
5707. 

The Armstrong County Genealogy Club is a members-only Standing 
Committee that meets the first Sunday of each month beginning 
April through Mid-November at times and locations specified by 
the officers. Other standing and ad hoc committees perform duties 
specified in their by-laws or directed by the society's president 
and/or board of directors. 

Finally: Finding Your Roots Wants Your 
Family Mysteries 

December 05, 2022 
Finding Your Roots 
With Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr. is about to 
start filming its 10th 
season. To celebrate, 
they want to find a 
viewer to appear in 
the series! Are you 

someone with a family mystery that their team can solve? If you 
have one and you want to be on the show, go to 
https://fyrcasting.castingcrane.com/ and tell them your story. 

You are asked to fill in your basic personal statistics, e.g. name, 
birthdate, email, phone number, location, social media pages, a 
detailed summary of your family mystery, close-up photo, and a 2-3 
minute video telling why you should be chosen to appear on the 
Finding Your Roots series.  

The application does not indicate a deadline date, but it might be 
better to submit your application as soon as possible for an early 
review. If you can present your family mystery and yourself in an 
interesting manner, you’ll be sure to be considered. Don’t forget to 
let us know if you’ve been selected. 

Applicants must be 21 or older, live in the United States, not have 
been convicted of a felony in the past 10 years, and not be a 
member of the Screen Actors Guild - American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists, the Alliance of Canadian Cinema, 
Television and Radio Artists or any other performing artist union or 
guild. See full casting terms at 
http://findingyourrootscasting.com/terms.html .  

The show’s ninth season, which will premiere in January 2023, 
brings a look at the family trees of celebrities including Julia 
Roberts, Edward Norton, Danny Trejo, Claire Danes, Jeff Daniels, 
Viola Davis, David Duchovny, Tamera Mowry, Brian Cox, Carol 
Burnett, Niecy Nash, Cyndi Lauper and Billy Crudup.  

Naming Patterns May Help In Your 
Research 

Many countries in Europe traditionally used a naming pattern for 
their children and these naming patterns can be an excellent way 
for people to trace their family lines farther back in the absence of 
records. These countries include Ireland, Scotland, Wales, England, 
France (with a twist, depending on whether grandparents were still 
alive), Italy, Germany, Spain. 

 

In Poland, Russia, Hungary, and Ukraine, they often named their 

children after the saint whose feast day fell close to the birth or 
baptismal date of the child. Jewish families in Eastern Europe were 
given two names—a religious name to be used in the synagogue, 
plus an everyday, secular name. In Jewish tradition, these names 
are not assigned until the eighth day after the child’s birth (which 
means birth certificates may read simply “male” or “female”). 
Jewish children were often named for ancestors, though not in a 
hard-and-fast pattern. Ashkenazic Jewish children were never 
named for a living ancestor. Rather, a child might be given a secular 

Son Named after the Daughter Named after 

1st paternal grandfather 1st maternal grandmother 

2nd maternal grandfather 2nd paternal grandmother 

3rd father 3rd mother 

4th 
father’s paternal 
grandfather 

4th 
father’s paternal 
grandmother 

5th 
mother’s paternal 
grandfather 

5th 
mother’s maternal 
grandmother 

6th 
father’s maternal 
grandfather 

6th 
father’s maternal 
grandmother 

7th to 
10th 

father’s four great-
grandfathers 

7th to 10th 
mother’s four great-
grandmothers 

11th to 
14th 

mother’s four great-
grandfathers 

11th to 14th 
father’s four great-
grandmothers 

https://fyrcasting.castingcrane.com/
http://findingyourrootscasting.com/terms.html
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name that honors a recently deceased ancestor, often with a 
similar but not identical name.  

While not all families followed these naming patterns or did not 
follow it exactly, this guide to traditional naming patterns should 
give you some clues as to those elusive names beyond the family 
brick wall and provide you with ideas on other places to look for 
these ancestors. This is especially helpful when you are researching 
an era, area, or ancestor that does not have a lot of official records 
available. Some variations included the fifth son typically named 
after the father’s second-eldest brother or mother’s eldest brother. 
A fifth daughter might similarly be christened after the mother’s 
second-eldest sister or the father’s eldest sister. 

Occasionally, a child in a family died, and when this happened, 
some parents named the next born child of the same gender the 
same name that had been given to the deceased child. This was to 
ensure the family names were moved on to the next generation. 
Also, if the naming pattern indicated more than one child in a 
family should be given the same first name, like Mary or Johan, the 
children after the first child who was given a certain name were 
given two first names at their christening, in order to distinguish 
them from one another. 

Other countries continue to use their own form of naming patterns 
including Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, 
Nigeria, Portugal, Romania, Spain, and Turkey. 

TECHNOLOGY CORNER 

Is It Still the World Wide Web? 

WWW History 

The three generations of the World Wide Web are: 

Web 1.0 existed from 1994 through to about 2001. It included 
Netscape, Yahoo!, AOL, Google, Amazon and eBay. In those early 
days, the World Wide Web was primarily an information retrieval 
service. 

Web 2.0 started around 2002 and continues to this day. It was the 
implementation of social network, making the World Wide Web 
more democratic: anyone could contribute information about 
themselves, their hobbies, their employers, or any other topic of 
interest without possessing technical knowledge in how to create 
websites and how to create web pages in HyperText Markup 
Language (HTML). Web 2.0 companies included Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Twitter, Pinterest, and Google Plus. 

Web 3.0 is the next update to the World Wide Web and is a little 
hard to define. Much of Web 3.0 is already available today, yet 
some significant sections have not yet been implemented. Also, 
there is some disagreement as to what will be included in the 
“completed” Web 3.0. Key things affecting genealogical research 
that are already included with, or planned to be included in, Web 
3.0 are: 

• Technology enabling the production, sharing, and connecting 
of materials through search and analysis, centered on word 
understanding rather than numbers and keywords. 

• Machine learning and AI (artificial intelligence), making Web 
3.0 smarter and more receptive to user demand. 

• The Internet of Things (IoT) will connect various devices and 
applications. This will be made possible by semantic metadata 
(the description of the meanings of values and of the names of 
data components), allowing for the efficient exploitation of all 
available data, and making things happen “automagically.” 

• Anyone can access the internet now from anywhere at any 
time without a computer, although some sort of device with 
computing capabilities probably is required. 

• 3-D graphics will be commonplace. 

• One-time single sign-on that follows you as you move from one 
web site to another without a requirement to sign on again 
and again. 

• Digital infrastructure and privacy: Zero-knowledge proofs and 
more secure personal data are used in this application. 

• Autonomous decentralized organizations, including genealogy 
(and other) organizations. All online communities will be 
owned by the community. 

• Google will disappear. Searching the web will be built into the 
web itself, not requiring a visit to a multi-billion-dollar web site 
to conduct a search. 

What now? 

"The cloud" appeared at about the same time as the Mobile Web 
although it can be argued that it is a separate entity. Separate or 
not, the Mobile Web and the cloud are commonly used together 
and the distinction between the two has blurred. But there is more 
to the cloud than simply mobility; it's a physical infrastructure with 
hundreds of thousands of computers housed in massive data 
centers all over the world. These computers are all connected to 
the World Wide Web and are available to all users of the World 
Wide Web (although user names and passwords are sometimes 
required in order to access them).  

Cloud computing basically refers to a process of sharing resources 
to optimize performance. Practically speaking, that means using a 
network of computers to store and process information, rather 
than a single server. From a technical point of view, using the larger 
network of computers in the cloud makes great sense. The user no 
longer needs to worry much about hardware specifications, such as 
RAM or hard drive space, because the cloud handles all that. 

If your data lives "in the 
cloud," it physically resides 
on a company's server or 
groups of servers. 
Depending on that 
company's terms of service, 
you may or may not actually 
own or control that data 
once it is in cloud storage. 

With most services, you control access to your data, specifying who 
may read it or use it. There are exceptions, such as Facebook, 
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which retains the right to use your data in almost any method the 
company wishes.  

The World Wide Web has now become a key tool for all 
genealogists, now making your research available on cell phones, 
tablets, laptops, and desktop computers. Remember, it’s your 
choice where you store your files and how you access them, 
making that decision after considering your personal security, data 
security, and how much you want to share and with whom. 

For more info on the origin and future of the World Wide Web, see 
https://www.w3.org/People/Berners-Lee/1996/ppf.html and 
https://www.cyber-duck.co.uk/insights/future-of-world-wide-web  

If you prefer keeping your files closer to “home,” you can learn 
more about virtual private networks (VPNs) at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_private_network or just by 
searching the phrase “What is a VPN?” There are a number of 
excellent VPNs to choose from, except those that come from 
Russia!   

New Google Docs Features 

If you are a genealogist and a Google user and have been making 
use of the many features of Google Docs, here’s some new ones 
that you may want to review that came from an article on the 
website zapier at https://zapier.com/blog/google-docs-features/  

Pageless View: Instead of working with pages in a document (and 
dealing with all those page breaks), you get to write on an endless 
strip of white digital light. It's especially useful if you're working 
with large images or writing for the web. To activate Pageless View, 
click File > Page setup. From there, click the Pageless tab, and OK to 
confirm. You can also click Set to default, so all future documents 
are created in pageless mode.  

Table Templates: To keep track of all the data in all those separate 
lists you keep, i.e. ancestors, cemeteries, locations, etc., you can 
now create a simple table, choosing how many rows and columns 
you want, and it's good to go. There's something new here, though. 
Google added some of their own templates. 

• A product roadmap 
with four columns: 
Project | Status | 
Related files | 
Notes 
(https://zapier.com
/blog/product-
roadmaps/) 

• A review tracker 
with three 
columns: Reviewer 
| Status | Notes 

• A project assets 
table with three 
columns: File | 
Description | 
Status 

While these templates are still a far cry from a fully-fledged project 
management app, they can help in organizing smaller projects 
without hopping on a different tab. To add them, click Insert, hover 
over Building blocks, and pick the template you need. 

Checklists in Google Docs: That great feeling 
of crossing out a task when you complete it? 
To start creating your own task lists, simply 
open and close square brackets [] and press 
the spacebar. Google Docs will whip up a fully 
interactive checkbox. If you prefer going 
through the menu, you'll find checklists in Format > Bullets & 
numbering > Checklist. The checklist icon is also in the bullets and 
numbering section on the toolbar. 

National Archives Digitized Pages in 
Online Catalog 

COLLEGE PARK, October 26, 2022 —The (US) National Archives 
announced it’s National Archives Catalog now contains more than 
200 million digitized pages.  The Office of Innovation collaborated 
with offices across the National Archives, as well as external 
partners like Ancestry and FamilySearch, to reach this milestone in 
August.  Their goal is to have 500 million digitized pages in the 
Catalog by September 2026.   

The National Archives Catalog is the online portal to records and 
information and provides access to data, digitized records, selected 
series from Access to Archival Databases (AAD), over one million 
electronic records from the Electronic Records Archives (ERA), all of 
the web pages from Archives.gov, and all of the web pages from 
the Presidential Libraries.  

The latest additions are regularly updated on What’s New in the 
Catalog on the National Archives website. The National Archives is 
in the process of modernizing the Catalog. Check out a sneak 
preview of the beta version and provide feedback. 

Backup, Backup, Backup 

Don’t forget to set a monthly (at least)backup of 
your computer system, to include everything. If 
you still have information stored on CDs, be sure to 
make backup copies while the CDs are still useable or better yet, 
the files on the CDs to a USB flash drive.  

https://www.w3.org/People/Berners-Lee/1996/ppf.html
https://www.cyber-duck.co.uk/insights/future-of-world-wide-web
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_private_network
https://zapier.com/blog/google-docs-features/
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/whats-new
https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog/whats-new
https://preview.catalog.archives.gov/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/nxgencat22
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DNA CORNER 

Beginning Genetic Genealogy  

From the International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG) Wiki, 
November 14, 2022. The following is a list of resources that are 
particularly appropriate for genetic genealogy beginners.  

Many of these articles go back to the early days of consumer 
genetic genealogy.  You can find the full URLs at 
https://isogg.org/wiki/Beginners'_guides_to_genetic_genealogy 

• FamilySearch guide to DNA testing (2022) 

• DNA – What, when, how, why – FAQs for beginners by Donna 

Rutherford. Donna Rutherford's Blog, 30 December 2017 

(updated 4 January 2022). 

• Beginners' guide to genetic genealogy by Kelly Wheaton, 2013. 

• Understanding and applying your DNA test results A series of 

articles from the US Family Tree Magazine (includes some 

premium content) 

• Why do DNA testing for family history if you already “know” 

your tree? by Diahan Southard, Lisa Louise Cooke's Genealogy 

Gems, 6 September 2017 

• Beginning DNA for African American genealogy by Shannon 

Christmas, International American Museum Center for Family 

History, July 2017. 

• Choosing your DNA test: the best DNA testing kits by Debbie 

Kennett. Who Do You Think You Are? Magazine, November 2020. 

An abbreviated and updated version of an article originally 

published in the magazine in May 2017 (issue 125, May 2017, 

pp17-23). (A UK perspective) 

• The lady vanishes: DNA testing for unknown ancestor 

mysteries by Michelle Leonard. A guest post on the Borders 

Ancestry blog, 27 March 2017. (A UK perspective) 

• How to track down your ancestry with DNA Anne Lise 

Stranden. Science Nordic, 25 February 2017. (A Norwegian 

perspective) 

• DNA basics for a sound foundation by Judy Russell, The Legal 

Genealogist, 15 January 2017. 

• Genetic genealogy - DNA testing and you by Elizabeth Wilson 

Ballard. Diggin' up Graves, 23 November 2016 (a US perspective). 

• Do you have your great-great-great grandfather's nose? by 

Diahan Southard. FamilySearch Blog, 9 November 2016. 

• Which DNA test is best for me? by Maurice Gleeson, DNA and 

Family Tree Research blog, 27 April 2016 (a perspective from the 

UK and Ireland). 

• Getting started with autosomal DNA - a personal view from Jim 

Bartlett, Segmentology blog, 22 November 2015. 

• Put the kettle on, lets sit down and talk about DNA (*for newbies 

only) by Donna Rutherford, 16 August 2015. An introduction to 

autosomal DNA testing and GedMatch. 

• What types of DNA tests are available? by Louise Coakley, 26 

March 2015. 

• Using DNA test results: the basics for genealogists by Kitty 

Cooper, 18 March 2015. A guide to using autosomal DNA 

testing for genealogy research. 

• Introduction to using DNA for genealogy by Louise Coakley, 27 

January 2015. 

• Genetic genealogy basics by Sue Griffith, Genealogy Junkie 

website, last updated 30 October 2014. 

• Sense about genealogical DNA testing by Debbie Kennett, Sense 

About Science blog, 15 March 2013 

• Introduction to genetic genealogy by Steve Handy. DNA 

Genealogical Experiences and Tutorials blog, 21 October 2012. 

• DNA testing for genealogy - Getting started Part One by CeCe 

Moore, Geni.com blog, 18 July 2012 (a look at Y-chromosome 

DNA testing). 

• DNA testing for genealogy - Getting started Part Two by CeCe 

Moore, Geni.com blog, 25 July 2012 (a look at mitochondrial 

DNA testing). 

• DNA testing for genealogy - Getting started Part Three by CeCe 

Moore, Geni.com blog, 18 July 2012 (a look at autosomal DNA 

testing). 

• DNA testing for genealogy - Getting started Part Four by CeCe 

Moore, Geni.com blog, 18 July 2012 (a look at ethnicity testing). 

• DNA Testing For Genealogy 101 – What Can It Do For 

You? Roberta Estes' series for the National Genealogical Society 

• DNA 101 by John Blair. The basics of DNA as it applies to Y-DNA 

testing. (2010) 

• Is the answer in your genes? by Debbie Kennett, Berkshire Family 

Historian, September 2008 (Volume 33), pp 14-16 (an 

introduction to Y-DNA and mtDNA testing from a British 

perspective). 

2nd Annual East Coast Genetic 
Genealogy Conference 

 The East Coast Genetic Genealogy Conference, scheduled for 
October 6-8, 2023, is presented by the East Coast Genetic 
Genealogy Conference committee and mitoYDNA.org. This event is 
dedicated to education on the use of 
Genetic Genealogy. The conference will 
offer an immersive hybrid experience 
online and in-person in real time (EST) 
and will be recorded. The Conference 
will be held at the Maritime Center, 
Baltimore, Maryland, and online. Save 
the date and watch for program 
announcements on the ECGGC website 
at https://ecggc.org/. 

Keynote speakers for last year’s conference were Diahan Southard 
and Roberta Estes. Notable session speakers included Blaine 
Bettinger, Karen Stanbary,  and Dr. Paul Maier, plus 15 additional 
national DNA experts. This year’s featured speakers will be 
announced soon, so save the date and keep checking the website 
for registration and program updates.  

https://isogg.org/wiki/Beginners'_guides_to_genetic_genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/dna-testing
http://donnarutherford.com/?p=297
https://wheatonwood.com/introduction-to-genetic-genealogy-dead-people-can-talk-after-all/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/dna-test-results/
https://lisalouisecooke.com/2017/09/dna-testing-for-family-history-2/
https://lisalouisecooke.com/2017/09/dna-testing-for-family-history-2/
https://cfh.iaamuseum.org/beginning-dna-for-african-american-genealogy/
http://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/blog/what-dna-testing-can-tell-you-about-your-family-history
http://www.bordersancestry.co.uk/blog/the-lady-vanishes
http://www.bordersancestry.co.uk/blog/the-lady-vanishes
http://sciencenordic.com/how-track-down-your-ancestry-dna
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/2017/01/15/dna-basics-for-a-sound-foundation/
https://digginupgraves.wordpress.com/2016/11/23/genetic-genealogy-dna-testing-and-you/
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/greatgreatgreatgrandfathers-nose/
http://dnaandfamilytreeresearch.blogspot.co.uk/2016/04/which-dna-test-is-best-for-me.html
http://segmentology.org/2015/11/22/getting-started-with-autosomal-dna-part-i/
http://donnarutherford.com/?p=126
http://donnarutherford.com/?p=126
https://genie1.au/what-types-of-dna-tests-are-available
http://blog.kittycooper.com/2015/03/using-your-dna-test-results-the-basics-for-genealogists/
https://genie1.au/introduction-to-dna-testing-for-genealogy
http://www.genealogyjunkie.net/genetic-genealogy.html
http://archive.senseaboutscience.org/blog.php/41/sense-about-genealogical-dna-testing.html
http://dnamatches.blogspot.co.uk/2012/10/introduction-to-genetic-genealogy.html
http://www.geni.com/blog/dna-testing-for-genealogy-getting-started-part-one-375984.html
http://www.geni.com/blog/dna-testing-for-genealogy-getting-started-part-two-376163.html
http://www.geni.com/blog/dna-testing-for-genealogy-getting-started-part-three-376261.html
http://www.geni.com/blog/dna-testing-for-genealogy-getting-started-part-four-376433.html
http://dna-explained.com/2013/08/10/ngs-series-on-dna-basics-all-4-parts/
http://dna-explained.com/2013/08/10/ngs-series-on-dna-basics-all-4-parts/
http://blairdna.com/dna101.html
http://www.irishtype3dna.org/debbiekennett.php
https://mitoydna.org/
https://ecggc.org/
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While building your tree, 
consider saving a tree and 
the environment.  

Receive your Jots from 
Western Pennsylvania by 
email for faster delivery and 
direct links to new and 
interesting websites. Go to 
the WPGS website at 
www.wpgs.org, log in as a 
member, and change your 
mail preference today in 
Profile, Member Settings. 

 

Contents 
President’s Message ..................................................................................................... 1 
Genealogy Day 2023..................................................................................................... 1 
About WPGS.................................................................................................................. 2 
WPGS Sponsored Programs ......................................................................................... 2 
WPGS 2023 Scholarship Winner Is Announced .......................................................... 3 
Volunteers Needed....................................................................................................... 3 
WPGS Quarterly ............................................................................................................ 3 
Membership .................................................................................................................. 4 
New Members .............................................................................................................. 4 
Library Research Committee ....................................................................................... 4 
Finding Church Records In the WPGS Collection........................................................ 5 
Cemetery Committee ................................................................................................... 6 
Indexing Projects .......................................................................................................... 7 
WPGS Private Facebook Group ................................................................................... 7 
Book Sales ..................................................................................................................... 7 
Jots from Western Pennsylvania ................................................................................. 8 
WPGS History ................................................................................................................ 8 
Upcoming PA and WPGS 26‐County Regional Events ................................................ 8 
Upcoming National Genealogy Events ...................................................................... 10 
Upcoming Ethnic Genealogy Events.......................................................................... 10 
Member Presenters and Professional....................................................................... 11 
Researchers Wanted .................................................................................................. 11 
Newest Historic Pittsburgh Partner .......................................................................... 11 
Mt. Lebanon Genealogy Society, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania ........................ 11 
Indiana County, PA, Records Added .......................................................................... 11 
Roots Genealogy Club, Peters Township, Washington County, PA ........................ 11 
Ulster Historical Foundation 2023 Tour Schedule ................................................... 11 
NGS 2023 Family History Conference Announced ................................................... 12 
Many New Scotland Records Available on FindMyPast .......................................... 12 
Watch for Misinformation on FindAGrave ............................................................... 12 
1950 U. S. Census Now Also Available on MyHeritage for Free.............................. 13 
The 1921 Census of England & Wales Now Available Online.................................. 13 

Wandering Into and Out of West Virginia ................................................................ 13 
Old Western Pennsylvania Photographs Donation ................................................. 14 
2023 Family Reunion Announcements ..................................................................... 14 
New Book On Pennsylvania Vital Records Research ............................................... 14 
New NGS Certificate Course ...................................................................................... 15 
Armstrong County History and Genealogical Society.............................................. 15 
Finally: Finding Your Roots Wants Your Family Mysteries ...................................... 16 
Naming Patterns May Help In Your Research .......................................................... 16 
Is It Still the World Wide Web? ................................................................................. 17 
New Google Docs Features ....................................................................................... 18 
National Archives Digitized Pages in Online Catalog ............................................... 18 
Backup, Backup, Backup ............................................................................................ 18 
Beginning Genetic Genealogy ................................................................................... 19 
2nd Annual East Coast Genetic Genealogy Conference ........................................... 19 
 

 

http://www.wpgs.org/

