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EXERCISES.

WebNuspay, November 10, 1886, was a memorable day for Old
Salem Church, Presbytery of Blairsville. Its Centennial was to be
celebrated. Though the rain fell steadily most of the day and the
roads were very muddy, the house was filled with members of the
congregation, with those who had worshiped here in former days, or
with their children and with friends. A number of ministers and
their wives were present: Rev, Dr, Donaldson, Rev. Jus. Davis,
Rev. Dr. Hill, Rev. Dr. Hamilion, Rev. Dr. Ewing, and their
wives ; also, Rev. Dr. Allison, of the Presbyteriun Banner; Rev. S.
8. Gilson, of the Herald und Presbyter; Hon. J. R. McAfee, of the
Tribune and Herold, Greensburg, Pa.; Rev. W. B. Carr, Latrobe,
Pa., and Rev. J. M. Barnett, of Washington, Pa. Dr. Ewing, the
pastor, presided. Hymn 569 was sung; the Seriptures—Ps. exxxvii.
and lxxxiv.—were read by Mr. J. B. Dunlap, a son of the church,

now in his second year ut the Western Theological Seminary, at Alle-

‘gheny, Pa.; and prayer was offered by Dr. Donaldson. Hymn 651

was then sung, and Rev. J. M. Barnett read the history of the
congregation. Thig history wus written chiefly by his father, John
Barnett, when in his eighty-first year, in 1876. A letter from Rev.
J. P. Fulton, a former pastor, was read, and then recess taken for
dinner. " The dinner, because of the rain, was spread in the church,

and, notwithstanding the unfavorable circumstances, was most excel-
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lent—many saying it was among the best they had ever eaten on
an occasion like this, and others saying it ‘wag the best.

After dinner, Hymn 575 was sung, and addresses made by Dr.
Allison, Rev. 8. 8. Gilsoh, Rev. James Davis, IDr. Hamilton, Dr.
Donaldson and Dr. Hill. Letters were read from Rev. N. McCon-
aughy, a son of the cliurch, and Rev. D. R. McCaslin, u former
pastor. The interest was unubated; but the gathering shadows.ad-
monished the pastor that this delightful occasion must close, and after
a few words of congratulation by him, the Doxology was sung, and

the benediction pronounced by Dr. Donaldson.
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HISTORY OF SALEM CHURCH:

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION TO JULY 4, 1878,

By JOHN BARNFETT.

Reviged and Brought to the Present by JOHN M. BARNEIT.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS ago, the tegion where we dwell in safety and
comfort, enjoying all the blessings of civilized life, was but a partially
subdued wilderness, in which the wild and murderous zavage oceasion-
ally lurked, lying in wait for the white man’s scalp.  From these hills
and across these valleys reverberated the whoop of the Indian, the
midnight howl of the wolf, in concert with the wild scream of the
owl), making the night hideous with“their unearthly crics. Log cabins
dotied here and there the surface of this region, though many of them
were nothing wore than a shell—the roof of clapboards held down by
weight poles; without either loft or floor, except Mother Earth, and
scarcely furnishing shelter from the pelting storm or protection from
the ravenous wild beast. Along with each cabin were a few ucres of
land, reclaimed from the forest and brought under cultivation; part
was used for garden, part for potato and part for flax patches. These
furnished most of their clothing and provisions, with additional sup-
plies secured from the forest for themselves and their stock.

The first settlers were principally Scotch-Irish, from the North of
Treland—a hardy, industrious and moral people, among whom the Pres-
byterian element largely predominated. Having built their log-cabins
as best they could and begun to feel a little comfortable in them--




8 CENTENYNIAL OF SALEM CHURCH.

though some had kitchen, dining-room, parlor and bedroom all in one
—they began to think of religious services. The want of the living
ministry among them was greatly felt. With a view to supply this
want, they selected a location near the center of Derry Township, in
a depression at the southern base of a hill called the ¢*Sugar Loaf.”
This depression was shaped something like an amphitheater, rising
abruptly ou threc sides and open toward the southeast. A good frame
tent was erected, and a large number of logs laid for seats: an aisle
was left up the center, in which was laid a hewn log raised suﬂiclentlv
high to serve for a Communion table, and on each side a log for a
seat. ‘Here in summer and in fine weather, with living green and
azure sky for tapestry and canopy, and with feathered songsters chant-
Ing their songs, it was a very pleasant place to worship. A large
number could be accommodated, and it was frequently used, even
after a building had heen erected, for Communion services.*
+ This became the meeting-place for a large congregation. A small
building of squared logs was soon afterward erected and made quite
close, and a stove was put in, making it very comfortable; but it was
quite too small to accommodate the congregations. Tt was afterward
called the ¢session-house.” A church was organized here to which
the name of < Salem” was given. The name means peace; a house
of peace, perfect peace. Oh, that this church might never prove her-
self unworthy this name ! '
Before the close of the last century, a'large and substantial log
edifice was built, 70 x40 feet in dimensions, and capable of holding
from 600 to 800 people. Tt was built after the style of the second set
of churches west of the mountains. There were three lengths of Jogs’
on each side, the middle section projecting two and a half or three
feet on the outside, with a like recess inside, and connected with the
end sections by short cross-logs. - The foundation was stonc, the floor
good, and the cracks between the logs ¢ chinked ” and daubed with
lime mortar. At first there were no seats, but in tine seats were put
in; some of hewn logs, somie of sawed plank, with posts mortised in
at the ends and middle and with broad - rails or hoards for backs. An
aigle ran lengthwise of the ‘building, from door to door, which was
used for Communibn purposes, the tables being placed in it; and an

*The writer. remembers bemg prehent at tlus tent. whcn _the Communion was
admlmstered by Rev. Robert. Tee and Rev Samuel Tait, Mr. Thomas Barr, »
licentiate, was rlso present Tt was in 1812 or'1813, before a call was made for
Mr. Lee.
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atsle led from the front door to the long uisle. In time, a pulpit was
put in at the side opposite the frout door; it was old style—high and
round, the floor five or six feet ahove the church-floor, with a sounding-
board overhead.  In front of the pulpit was a similar, but lower,
inclosure for the clerk or precentor. Thesc were made with paneled
work and both ascended by stairs with banisters, and all painted white,
In front, extending to the long aisle, was a paneled inclosure, un-
painted, called the * square,” for the use of the elders, chiefly on
Communion occasions. Tradition says the whole cost fifty pounds.
Thig building stood on the southwestern slope of ¢ Sugar Leaf Hill,”
and was nsed in thig condition for more than thirty years. The title
to the site does not seem to have been obtained for a number of years
after the building was erected. The records at Greenshurg, Book
XIV., pages 167-168, show a deed from Jean Taylor (widow), of
Salem Township, Westmoreland County, Pa., to Uriah Matson, Hugh
Culbertson, John Gallaher, William Sterling and Jumes Guthrie,
Trustees of Salem Congregation. The tract conveyed to them, in
trust, was five acres and allowance—a parcel of ground including the
church, tent, graveyard, etc.—and was part of a tract owned hy
BSamuel Donald, deceased, sold by the Sheriff to Benjamin Allsworth,
who conveyed it to Jean Taylor. Benjamin Allsworth and John Bar-
nett were witnesses, and the deed was acknowledged before John
Barnett, July 3, 1819, and recorded November 20, 1820,

At this time there wag no other chureh in Derry Township, nor for
a considerable distance around, of Presbyterian or any other denomin-
ation. The nearest churches were the Presbyterian Church of Unity,
in Unity Township; of Fuirfield, in Fairficld Township ; of Congruity,
in Salem Township (without a building); and of Ebenezer, in Indiana
County. The towns of Blairsville and Iivermore were not yet in
existence. In New Alexandria there was no church ; so that the old
log church of Salem was the pioneer, and, in one sense, the mother
of the two dozen or more churches of various denominations now
occupying the same bounds. This building was occupied, winter and
summet, for years; though it was only a shell and without means of
heating, and the roof so open that the snow often came in. The con-
gregation, with a hardihood and deévotion perhaps unknown to us,
would sit through a long service and hear patiently the biting cold
and frost. In a Communion. season, during the pastorate of Rev.
Thomas Davis, he was assisted by Rev. Wm, Speer, of Greenshurg.
On Monday the day was very cold, and the snow, forced by the wind
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through the crevices in the voof, fell like a sprinkling of frost on the
people.  After the devotional exercises, the preacher put his hat on
and kept it on till the last prayer; at the close, he gave the people
some wholesome advice in regard to their house, which was not lost.
In the spring of 1832, the building was thoroughly rcnovated. The
outside was weatherboarded, the walls plastered and overhead ceiled,
new seats pnt in, and the woodswork painted white, at a cost of $617
—making a neat, comfortable and attractive house. To furnish heat,
three large wood stoves were put in, with all the flues meeting in a
large drum in the center. This did not work well and was abandoned,
and the pipes taken up the roof. To meet the expense, the pews
were sold at auction to the highest bidder, subject to an annusl rental,
the amount of which was.marked on the énd of the seat. This latter
was for the pastor’s support. The total amount realized from the
sale of “the pews was $671.374, sufficient to meet all expenses. The
highest honus paid for a pew was 828, and the lowest $5.50. Several
long pews were occupied by three families. - No. 57 was sold to John
Barr, John and Gebrge MeW hirter for 815; No. 59 to James McClure,
James Guthric and James Baird for $18; and No. 60 to Zebulon
Doty, Thomas Culbertson and John Barnett for $25.

Early in the ycar 1848 4 boy, while kindling the fire, filled the stove
with shavings, and the strong dranght carrying them blazing to the
roof zet it on fire, and in a very short time the flames were uncon-
trollable. We may imagine the sorrow and grief of the gathering -
congregation on thut SBabbath morning, at seeing their venerated sanc-
tuary a prey to the devouring flames. Around it had clustered the
memories of more than half a century ; and those of us still living,
the remnant of the old congregation and of Salen’s pulmiest days,
look back upon that old building, the sanctuary of our fathers and of
owr youth, with more thun ordinary interest. The people did not sit
down and repine over their loss; but that same year, as the tablet in
the front gable shows, went to work and erccted the present brick edi-
fice on the site of the old building, dimensions 45x 55 feet, at a cost
of $1,900. Thiz house, though much smaller than the former one,
was sufficiently large to accommodate the congregation, now reduced
by emigration and the organization of other churches on its borders.
During- the crection of the new building, services were held a part of
the time in the small frame building called the “session-house,” and
part of the time in the barn of Mr. John Robinson.

The date of organization of the church is hard to fix. Rev. N.
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McConaughy writes: My information was received from Matthew
(George, who gave 1786 as the year, and mentioned that his mother
was baptized the day of its organization or near that time. He says
that my yreat grandfather, James Thompson, was the chief one in
securing its organization ; and that his former pastor, Rev. Mr. Craig-
head, in the Conococheague settlement in Franklin (or possibly Adams)
County, came on to organize the church, and baptized his mother, who
was born in 1782.” The first mention of Salem oceurs in the minutes
of the Redstone Presbytery, as follows : ‘At & meeting held at Pigeon
Creek, Tuesday, ve 15th of August, 1786, a supplication from Unity
and Salem Congregations for supplies and liberty to present a call to
Mr. Hugh Motrison, Jr., or.any other belonging to Doncgal P.b.y,
was brought in and read ” (Published Volume, p. 24.) On the next
day the record says: *“The P.b.y, upon deliberation, find yt it is not
in their power to make any appointments on the Sab. to Unity and
Salem Congregations, as all the members have already as many ap-
pointments as they can fulfil before our fall meeting.” Permission to
call Mr. Morrison was refused, because Presbytery was not satisfied as
to his character. Here Salem is spoken of as a congregation, and the
inference is fair that it was already organized.

Almost all the old congregations are spoken of in the same way.
They first appear on the minutes of the Preshytery as asking supplies.
The next mention of Sulem occurs at the meeting of the Preshytery
at Mt. Pleasant, April 15, 1788. Mr. Power was appointed the
fourth Sabbath of August to preach and to ordain clders. He was
appointed at the same meeting along with the session of Salem, to take
evidence in a case then pending before the Presbytery. This oceur-
ring four months before he was to ordain clders, proves there was a
session already, and strengthens our claim that an organization existed
prior to August 15, 1786. Frequent supplies were sent subsequent to
the call made for Mr. Morrison, Jr. A call was sent to Presbytery
April 21, 1789, from Unity and Salem for the services of Rev. Joseph
Patterson, but it was declined. April 20, 1790, a call was sent from
Salem and Unity for Rev. John MgPherrin, which was accepted ; and
SBeptember 22d of the same year on the farm of James McKee, in the
bounds of Congruity, the four congregations of Salem and Unity, and
Congruity and Poke Run assembled, and Rev. Mr MePherrin was
installed pastor of the two former, and Rev. Samuel Porter of the
two latter. Rev. James Dunlap preached the sermon; Rev. John
MecMillan presided, and Rev. James I"inley gave the charge. After
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thirteen years of earnest and successful labor, difficulties having
arisen, Mr. McPherrin was rcleased from Salem April 20, 1803.
These difficulties might and ought to have been settled, and Mr.
MecPherrin thought afterward they were too small to justify the sepa-
ration. I had been rcleased from the charge of Unity Congregation
on the 20th of June, 1800.

Before the scparation he preached on the text: ““Will a man rob
God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye
have robbed me, even this whole nation” (Mal. iii. 8, 9). In apply-
ing it he said, ““Ye have robbed me, even this whole congregation.”
This soured the minds of many of his friends. I hope the curse is not
stil} hanging over Salem.

Mr. McPherrin was a preacher of much solemnity and deep earnest-
ness.  In person he was tall and dignified, his voice strong and pene-
trating. He possessed a fine intellect and a strong will, and was
perhaps a little inclined to be arbitrary in his rulings, During his
ministry at Salem a very precious revival oceurred, and large numbers
were gathered into the church. Tt was remarkable for the aceession
of an nnusval number of young men who entered the ministry.
John, James, Abraham and Benjamin Boyd, sons of John Boyd, an
esteemed elder who lived about a mile and a half west of the church ;
John Thompson, Elisha P. McCurdy, William Moorhead and Richard
Mc¢Namara—eight in all, who sat together for the first time at the
Lord’s table to celebrate his dying love. Mr. McCurdy lived in the
valley. Mr. McNamara afterward became notorious for his defection
from the Presbyterian Church, and his active zeal in propagating the
“wild fanaticism of the Shaking Quakers. :

Mr. MecPherrin removed to Butler County, where he spent the
remainder of his life. He died February 10, 1823, in the sixty-ffth
yvear of hiz age. Walter Lowrie, Corre“pondmg Becretary of the
Board of Toreign Missions, wus his son-in-law, and Rev. "John C.
Lowrie, D.D., formerly a missionary to India, and now Senior Secre-
tary of the Foreign Board, and Rev. Walter M. Lowrie, missionary,
murdered in China, were his grandsons. The pulpit was supplied by
different ministers until July 4, 1804, when a eall was presented to
Rev. Thomas Moore, and accepted, although theve is no record of his
installation. He was dismissed at the request of the people, April
19, 1809. He came from New England. and was a full-blooded
Yankee. The writer remembers bim ag a tall and rather fine-Jooking
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man, his face smooth, his hair black and well combed toward the hack
of his head. When he went to preach he always carried a Bible and
hymn-book with him, and when preaching he would hold the Bible in
his hand with his finger inserted to keep the place. The new style of
laying a written sermon on the open Bible and reading it to the peo-
ple, was not introduced at that time. He had a great contempt for
snakes, and when he found one he would take it by the tail and after
one or two flourishes snap its head off. Dr. Smith, in *“Old Red-
stone,” says of him: ‘‘He was Hopkinsian in doctrine and theology,
somewhat ultra in his Calvinism, and the prominence he gave it in his
preaching. He was a very pious and valuable man, of strong, vigox-
ous intellect, and uncompromising in his denunciations of coming
wrath against sinners and hypocrites in the Church.” Tlig pastorate
was remarkable for the occurrence of the revival which previously
prevailed in most of the churches of Redstone Presbytery and in
many parts of the country, generally known as the “* Falling Exercise.”
In some of the churches it was not attended with much noise. Here
it was otherwise. The pastor seemed to favor this; and the louder
the noise, the louder his voice hecarse, until at times he would speak
almost in tones of thunder. Many were affected, and in varions
ways. Some would fall down suddenly; sometimes in silence, some-
times moaning as if in deep distress. Some scemed to loze their
strength suddenly; some would lie for a time quiet and silent, and
then suddenly become violently agitated, and appear as if overtaken
by a powerful nervous affection—their museles first becoming rigid, and
their bodies, then instantly their system would relax, and they would
be convulsed to such a degree that it was necessary to hold them.
Deep religious interest pervaded the congregation. Prayer-mecting
and preaching services were more frequept, and were well attended,
and sometimes they would be continwed through the greater part of
the night. Persons often traveled six or eight miles to attend ser-
vice, the ladies walking harefoot til! near the chureh, when they
would put on their shoes. Many were reeeived into the church at
this time, only a part of whom had been the subjcets of this peculiar
exercise. Many who were subjects of it went back to thetr former
ways. The causc and workings of these paroxysms are entirely beyond
the power of the writer to explain. Able, learned and pious divines
have shrunk from the task. e

Mr. Moore removed to Ohio, where he died many years ago. The
pulpit was filled by supplies until the 21st of April, 1813, when a call
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was given Rev. Robert Lee. After deliberation, this was accepted,
and he was installed pastor on the last Tuesday of the following
August. Rev. James Galbreath preached the sermon, and Rev.
Francis Herron presided and gave the charge.  Dr. Donaldson
describes Mr. Lee as a tall, slender man whose thundering voice
would not allow even a child to sleep in church. He was possessed
of moderate talents, was a sound theologian and an earnest preacher;
he was a good farnier, could use a scythe well, and was a good har-
vest hand., e owned and lived on the farm now owned by the Mill-
wood Coal Company, and occupied by Mr, Robert Ford. He was
released from Salem October 20, 1819, and removed to Ohio, where
he died some years ago (see Appendix). In February, 1818, the con-
gregation was incorporated by sct of the Legislature. The Trustees
named in the charter were Hugh Culbertson, Robert McMillan, John
Gallaher, James Guthrie and William Sterling. They were to hold
office till the first Tuezday of Januvary, 1819, when their successors
were to be elected, and the elections to take place triennially
" thereafter.

Dissatisfaction, eaused 'by the removal of Mr. McPherrin, still con-
tinued, Some of his enthusiastic adwmirers claimed that as they had
turned away Mr. McPherrin, the congregation could not prosper, and
instead of trying to promote peace and harmeny and Christian feeling,
they sought rather to stir up discord and division. Dr. Donaldson
says a part of,the congregation “‘regarded Mr. McDPherrin as a very
paragon and prince of preachers.” By him, as a model, they would
test each: succeeding preacher as they heard him. Had the apostle
Paul come down and preached there within forty years after the
removal of this beaun ideal pastor, he could have gaincd no higher
praise than that he was ““like Mr. McPherrin.” April 18, 1820, a
committee from the Presbyiery of Redstone visited the congregation
to settle the difficulty, if possible. Their suceess was only partial.
Dr. Donaldson says: ‘“The Lord was preparing the way for one of his
servants, who was preéminently a peacemaker, to enter this most
important, yet most unpromising and disturbed fleld,” This wag Mr.
Thomasg Davis, an Englishman by birth, with strong and peculiar
accent ; a shoemaker, and an elder in the Sceond Preshyterian Church,
Pittsburg, probably from its organization. Because of his gifts he
was licensed by the Presbytery of Redstone, February 15, 1822, when
past fifty vears of age, Preshytery sent him to supply at Salem on
the following Sabbath, and at West Union on the next. He was
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retained as supply the greater part of the summer, and on October
15th was called to be the pastor of the united eongregations of Salem
and West Union ; and November 13th he was ordained and installed.
The congregation of West Union was afterward transferred to Blairs-
ville, and its name changed to Blairsville. At Mr. Davig' installa-
tion, Rev. Robert Jobnston preuched the sermon, and Rev. Samuel
Porter gave the churge. The repairs io the church building already
referred to, took place about ten yearsafter the settlement of M.
Davis. The next year, 1833, a protracted meeting was held in the
early fall; the services began on Thursday and continued until Tues-
day. This meeting was memorable as the last time the old tent,
erected between 1787 and 1790, and at this time standing on the
southwestern side of the hill, was used. The pastor was assisted by
Rev. 8. McFarren, of Congruity, Rev. Watson Hughes, of Saltsburg,
and Rev. David Lewis, of Ebenezer. The attendgnce on the Sabbath
at the Communion services was very large, and while the tables were
served in the house, Mr. Lewis preached to the people from the tent
outside. He afterward remarked that he thought he would only
have a few goats scattered over the hillside to preach to, but when
the people gathered he hardly missed those who were in the house.
There was a deep interest manifested, but no specia] revival. In
January, 1840, Mr. Davis wrote to the session expressing his convic-
tion that both congregations should have preaching every Sabbath, his
unwillingness to give up either congregation without the consent of
all, and referring to the dangers connected with a change of pastors,
and suggesting for their consideration the calling of an assistant or co-
pastor. In accordance with his request, a congregational meeting was
held January 29, 1840, at which it was resolved to supply the vacant
Sabbaths with a view to secure a co-pastor, and a committce was
appointed to confer with the session of Blairsville in regard to this
object. This committee consisted of Robert Fulfon,- Robert MeCon-
aughy and John Barnett. On the 11th of February, 1840, they met
John Cunningham, John MeCrea and Matthias Lichtenthaler, com-
mittee of the Blairsville scssion, at the house of the pustor, Rev.
Thomas Davis. After prayer and consultation with the pastor and
each other, a plan of action was adopted. The whole correspondence
and action are spread upon the minufes of the session; and did space
permit we would be glad to incorporate them here. As a result, Mr.
George Hill, then in his last year at the seminary, was invifed to
preach at Salem, May 31, 1840. From that time he preached occa-
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sionally until the following March, after which he preached regularly,

He was ordained and installed co-pastor with Rev. Thomas Davis,

over the churches of Salem and Blairsville, Deceruber 4, 1841, at

Blairsville. Previous to this time, several years, Mr, Davis was

severely crippled by baving a limb broken by a fall, which disabled

him through life, but he continued his work, though at great personal

suffering. While preaching, he sat in his chair. His faithful wife

comforted him greatly by her constant attention and loving sympathy,

but she was called home several years in advanee of him, and very .
suddenly, as she had desired to be taken. ‘This co-pastorate was

formed in the nineteenth year of his pastorate, and greatly encouraged

and cheered him. Though the two pastors differed in age, tastes and

acquirements, and were men of strong eonvietions and decided indi- -
vidvality, there was never a variance or a jar in their nearly eight

years' eo-pastorate and intercourse. He died suddenly, May 28,

1848, in the seventy-seventh year of his age. 'The old log church was

burned in the early part of the year. The Communion service was held

in John Robinson’s barn. Mr. Davis, as was his custom, prea,ched'
the ““action sermon” from 1 Cor. 1. 23 (*‘But we preach Christ eruci-

fied”), addressed the communicants at the frst table, and communed -
at the second. Exhausted with his labors, he started home at inter-
nission, accompanied by his son-in-law, Mr. Irwin; but hefore he
had gone half the distance, he fell lifeless from his horse; and while
his people were still engaged in the earthly services, he had gone to
the upper sanctuary. ““Well do I wot,” says Dr. Donaldson, “that
when the stunning tidings reached the barn, where his youthful, filial
colleague was conducting the afternoon service, he would look up
through falling tears, for the descending mantle, and devoutly
exclaim, ‘My father! my father! The chariots of Israel, and the
horsemen thereof I'

Dr. Donaldson describes Mr, Davis as a “plain, earnest, rather
impressive preacher. Partly from dialectic peculiarities, and partly
because they came from his heart, his words stuck in the memory of
‘his hearers. In social life he was affable, genial, and very frank.
He possessed, in no limited manner, a tact for dealing with persons of
every stamp. This might have been inferred from his riding down
successfully, at Balem, waves of commotion by which two preceding
pastors had been agitated into foam, and as foam, driven away;
while he held the pastorate for more than a quarter of a century—
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his entire ministerial life, yet he never fondled, flattered or
temporized.”* . _

Rev. George Hill was born in Ligonier Valley, in Old Fairfield Con-
gregation, September 18, 1815, a graudson of Rev. George Hill, the
first settled pastor in that region. He graduated at Jefferson College
in 1837, and at the Western Theological Seminary in 1840. He re-
signed the pastorate of Salem shortly after the death of Mr. Davis,
and gave all his time to Blairsviile, where he still labors faithfully,
carnestly, devotedly and successfully, honored and beloved by his
people, who declined, a year ago, to unite with him in asking the
Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation. The Presbytery also de-
clined to grant his request. He enjoys the respect and esteem of 4ll
who know him and of the church of which he is an influential member.
The honorary title of D. D). was conferred on hiimn, deservedly, by
Washington and Jefferson College in 1868. When Mr. Davis began
his pastorate the number of communicants was 108,

During his single pastorate there were received, . ¢ 2 . 236
On examination and by letter, . g . . . . . 67
During the co-pastorate, on examination 58, by letter 22, . . 80

Making = total of . & i . . 383

As no regular record was kept of deaths and dismissals, the number
on the roll at the death of Mr. Davis can not be ascertained.
" The pulpit was supplicd by various ministers, among whom was
John Turbit, an eccentric Irishman, a ready speaker, a good pulpit
orator and sermonizer. After preaching a number of Sabbaths he
pressed those friendly to him to give him a eall. This was doue by a
minority. He pocketed the call and departed for parts unknown.
After a number of years he was received into the Preshytery of Red-
stone on a letter from a Congregational association in the East. [e
remained two or three years in the bounds of the Presbytery, supply-
ing various churches, and then went to Illinois. ITe asked to be
honorably retired ; but the Presbytery, having received satisfactory
evidence that he had been deposed from the ministry by the Presbytery
of Peoria, and that he had oblained standing by fraud, ordered his
name to be stricken from the roll as a deposed. minister and the fact
to be published.

*Mr. Davis’ remains lie boried, at his own request, in Sulem graveyard, side
by side with his beloved wife—the only pastor whose remaing Saler’s graveyard
contains.
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A eull was made April 10, 1850, for Rev. James C. Carson, of the
Presbytery of Washington, but for want of unanimity it was not
prosecuted. Mr. Carson was afterward called to New Salem (now
Delmont), in Blairsville Preshytery, where ufter a successful pastorate
of fifteen years he resigned his charge on account of failing health,
and died July 5, 1870. During the vacancy 22 were received on ex-
amination and 5 by letter, .

May 13, 1851, Rev. Reuben Lewis was installed as pastor. Rev.
George Hill preached the scrmon, Rev. 8. McFarren, D.D., gave the
charge to the pastor, and Rev. N. I1. Gillett to the people. He was
released January 10, 1835, and removed to West Virginia, and
resided at Coleman’s Falls, Va,, a member of the Southern Presby-
terian Church, in infirm health, and died since this history was read.
During his pastorate 24 were received on examination and 12 by
letter, ’

The pulpit was supplied by Rev. James Davis, son of the former
pastor, and others until Tuesday, 2d of November, 1857 ; when Rev.
James Power Fulton, from the Preshytery of Washington, was installed
as pustor. Rev. NX. H. Gillett preached ; Rev. A. Torrence gave the
charge to the pastor, and Rev. Ross Stevenson to the people. He
had preached for some time as stated supply and was highly esteemed.
After a pastorate of eight and one-half years the congregation re-
luctantly sequiesced in his request to the Presbytery, and the relation
was dissolved June 16, 1866. He afterward accepted u call to
Polaski Church, Lawrence County, and for a number of years has
been laboring in Harper, Kan., During the last vacancy 5 were re-
ceived on examination and 1 on certificate. During Mr. - Fulton’s
pastorate 71 were received on examination and 38 on certificate.

Rev. James R. Hughes was stated zupply for six months, and oc-
casionally until the summer of 1868, when Rev. Wm. F'. Hamilton
began to preach, and on the Tth of September of the same yeur he
was installed pastor over Salem, and one week later at Livermore,
each having half the time. Rev. J. W. Walker preached; Rev. 8.
1. Shepley gave the charge to the pastor, and Rev. George Hill to
the people. In consequence of impaired health and inability to per-
form the pastoral work devolving upon him, he gave notice at the
June meeting of Presbytery, 1874, of his intention to ask release
from his charge ut the next meeting; but at the carnest solicitation
of the people, who were warmly attached to him, he withdrew the
notice. But his health not improving, he renewed it the next year, and
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the people reluctantly acquiescing, the relution was dissolved April 28,
1875.

The additions during the vacancy were: on examination 4, by letter
12. During Mr. Hamilton’s pastorate: on examination 35, by letter
20.

Mr. Hamilton removed to Washington, Pa., where he was for s
time connected with the College as a professor, and where he ministers
to the congregation of Mt. Pleasant, in the vicinity. He wears
worthily the title of D). D. conferred on him by his Alma Mater,
Washington and Jefferson College. He is known and loved in Salem
as an able minister and faithful pastor, and as a genial, entertaining
and instructive ecompanion and friend ; and both himself and his ex-
cellent wife carry with them the best wishes of the people of Salem.

Here ends this part of the history as prepared by John Barnett, son
. of John, who came to this region from Tanover, Dauphin County,
and assisted at the raising of the log church a year or two after the
Revolutionary War.

After the pastorate of Dr. Hamilton, Salem had supplies till ahout
the middle of November, 1876, when Mr. David R. MecCaslin, a
licentiate who had supplied the congregation of Bowling Green, Ky.,
for a year or more, began to preach, and continued till August 11,
1877, when he was ordained and iwstalled as pastor of Salem and
Derry, which had been organized in February, 1876, This relation
was dissolved in December, 1883, since which Mr. McCaslin has
given all his time to Derry, and continues to be the faithful aud be-
loved pustor of that people.

Additions during the vacaney: on examination 7, of whom were
baptized 4; on certificate 1.  During bis pastorate 1% were received
on examination and 12 by lester. - Eight adults were baptized and 32
children.

Benevolent contributions, in six years, ; : ST $571 00
And Congregational, 4 S 2 s 3 3,620 00

Though there were thirty additions in the six years, the number of
deaths and removals were 20 many, that from 104 at the beginning the
number was reduced to 94 in 1883.

Salem was again dependent on supplies, until Rev. T. R. Ewing,
Principal of the Blairsville Female Scminary, beeame stated supply
May 4, 1884, and was called to be pastor hulf the time April 25, 1885,
and installed October 8, 1885. A year or more ago his Alma Mater,
Washington and Jefferson College, relieved his people of the necessity
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of calling himm Mr. by conferring the title of D.D. upon him. He
is an able and earnest laborer for Christ. Ten bave been added on
examination. '

Contributions for the year ending April, 1885, . 3 Y $80 00
Contributiony for the year ending April, 1886, . . . 135 00
ELDERS.

The members of the pioneer session of Salem Congregation were
men of energy and determination. They manifested their interest in
the building up of the church by their works, giving time, talents
and substance to ucconoplish it.  No record can be found of the names
of the first members of session. Among the carlier ones were John
Boyd, father of the four young men who entered the ministry ; John
McPherrin, father of Rev, John McPherrin; Peter Wallace, for some
years o member of the Legislature, and grandfather of Rev. T. F.
Wallace, now of Zacatecas, Mexico, and Rev. T. I). Wallace, D.D.,
Hannibal, Mo.; Robert Taylor, Andrew Kinkaid, John Barett, father
of the writer of most of this history; Jonathan Doty and, perhaps,
James Parr. Of the death of John Boyd, John MecPherrin, Robert
Taylor and Andrew Kinkaid no record can be found. Peter Wallace
dicd February 12, 1839; John Barnett, July 5, 1825; Jonathan Doty
went to the Methodists. Additions Lo the session were Abraham Fulton,
who died May, 1835 ; William McQuistion, died May, 1833 ; Samuel
Moorhead, grandfather of Rev. W. W. Moorhead, D. D., and Rev.
J. D. Moorhead, who ceased to act about 1820; William Bell died
in 1829; James Long dicd in 1864; William Barnett, son of John,
ordained in September 5, 1828, died in June, 1862 ; Robert McCon-
aughy removed to Northfield, O., in April, 1867, and died; Thomas
Chapman removed to Illinois in 1844; Jumes Guthric, ordained
October, 1835, dicd November 12, 1855 ; James Wallace, son of Peter
Walluce, removed to New Alexandria in 1851 and since died ; Robert
Fulton, son of Abraham, died January 23, 1865; Alexander Craig,
who died Scptember 9, 1869 ; Andrew Long, son of James, and John
Barnett, son of Jobn, were ordained October 19, 1851 ; John Barunett
died April 24, 1885 ; Samuel Ebbert and Robert Sterling were ordained,
and with Joseph llenderson, already ordained in another congregation,
were installed December, 1862,  Mr. Sterling died October 13, 1877,
and Joseph Henderson moved to Bluirsville, James Fulton, formerly
an elder in Ebenezer, Indiana County;was installed December 16, 1866,
and Oliver B. Falton, son of Robert, was at the same time ordained.
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February 17, 1867, John J. Douglas was ordained. These three were
dismissed to Latrobe January, 1869, and all are dead. William Sterling,
brother of Robert, Avchibald Dunlap and Lewis Machesney were
ordained August 17, 1870. Mr. Dunlap ceased to act. and Mr.
Machesney moved to Indiana, Pa., where he died June 17, 18379, G.
C. Winings and Daniel C. Morrison were ordained Deccmber 22, 1877,

The session now consists of Andrew Long, William Sterling, Samuel
Ebbert, 3. C. Winings and Daniel . Morrizon,

FAMILIES.

Among the carly families attending Salem and supporting it were
the names of (ibson, Thomson, Pomeroy, Hill, Henry, Moorhead,
Cahill, Bell, Ferguson, Gilson, Xaton, MePherrin, Jordan, Donald,
Robison, Dunlap, Wallace, McQuistion, Taylor, Pounds, Cruzan,
Gallaber, - Campbell, Patterson, Anderson, Kinkaid, Long, Putrick,
Jellison, Doty, Canaan, Parr, Gray, Snodgrass, Blair, Boyd, "
McGahey, Coulter, Fulton, Barnett, Hughes, Barr, Guthrie, McMil-
lan, Culbertson, €raig, Reynolds, Irwin, Baird, Sterling, McConaaghy,
Russell, George, Conden, Niecolls, Laird, Knott, McClelland,
Machesney, McWhirter, Morrizon, and others.

Bat few of these names vemain in the congregation now. The
familics have ceused to be, or their descendants are scattered far and
wide over this land, and some of them are found in other lands hear-
ing nobly the standard for Christ.

MINISTERS

Of her sons there have entered the ministry, John, James, Abraham
and Benjamin Boyd, and William Moorhead during the pastorate
of Rev, John McPherrin. James W. Knott, James Davis, son of the
pastor, and John M. Barnett, son of John Barnett, daring the pastorate
of Rev. Thomas Davis and Rev. George Hill, D.D.  Then, of those
to whom Salem ecan lay at least partial claim, as born and baptized
and partly reared within her pale, Nathaniel MeConaughy, T F.
and T. D. Wallace and 8. 8. Gilson. John B. Dunlap, son of
William, another of her sons, is in the Western Theological Seminary,
in the Middle Year.

The grandfather of Rev. R. H. Fulton, D.D., Philadelphia, was
an elder, und the grandfather of Rev. I. P. McCurdy, D. D., of
Philadelphia, was a member of Salem Church.

(Read thus far in Salem Chnreh, August 16, 1876.)
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PRAYER-MEETINGS.

The members of the old session of Salem were men of faith, per-
severance and prayer. They believed n the efficacy of prayer, and
in the duty and obligation rcsting on them to keep up the worship of
God in his ganctuary, and hence they kept up prayer-meetings at the
church when vacaut, and on days when there was no preaching.
Thege meetings were kept ttp with an carncstness, promptitude and
regularity, by no means equaled by their successors. Prayer-meet-
ings were also frequently held at private houses on week-evenings,
and were generally well attended and interesting.

In 1815 the General Aszembly recommended that the first Monday
of each month be observed asz a day of prayer for missions. This was
called the ¢ Monthly Concert,” and was regularly kept up till 1838,
when the Assembly, ‘“in order to sceure a larger attendance,” recom-
mended that the “‘concert for prayer for missions” be held on the first
Sabbath of every month. This was kept up while the older members
of the session survived, and till the death of Mr. Davis. When the
Sabhath-school wag established at the chureh, it was held in conncction
with that, but finally declined and was discontinued altogether.

Until a few years since it was the custom {(a custom that ought to
be continued) for the minister to preach on the Sabbath previous, with
special reference to the Communion. Tt was culled the preparation
Sabbath. The aim was to show the need for self-examination, to pro-
mote it, and also preparation for acceptable Communion, The Friday
previous was observed as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer.
There was preaching in the morning and prayer-mecting in the even-
ing, and preaching on Saturday. On Sabbath morning the sermon,
" called the “ action sermon,” was specially suited to the occasion, after
which the Communion services were introduced by singing, reading of
the Scripture authority and prayer, and an address setting forth the
authority for and the nature of the ordinance, the qualifications re-
quired of those that would worthily partake and debarring the unworthy.
This was called < fencing the tables.” Then followed an address to the
communicants while seated at the table and while the clements were
passed around. At the close a solemn and scarching address to non-
communicants was made. After service there was a brief intermission
and a second sermon, and preaching on Monday, with the baptism of
children, econtribution to Domestic or Foreign Missions and the collec-
tion of the “‘stipends.” It was the custom with ministers to preach
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two sermong each Sabbath between the spring and fall meetings of
Presbytery, and one from fall to spring.

SABBATIL-SCHOOLS.

About the year 1823, at the suggestion of a young man, 4 member
of Salem Church, Rev. Mr. Daviz preached at the house of John
Barnett, Ezq., on a week-day and organized a Sabbath-school, with
Abraham Fulton and John Barnett as Superintendents, Some of the
the teachers were John Laird, Thomas Culbertson, Samuel and
William Barnett, Mrs. Elizabeth Culbertson and Mrs. Naney Barnett.
Other names are not reruembered. This school was kept vpen every
other Sabbath, when therc was no preaching at Salem. During the
two weeks the pupils committed as many verses of Seripture as they
conld memorize thoroughly, making their own selection. The school
was opened with singing and prayer, then the memorized verses were
recited by the pupils to their respective leachers, and veward cards
distributed. One blue card with a verse of Seripture on it was given
for ten verses recited, and for ten blue tickets one red ticket, and in
exchange for these ten cents in books was given as u reward for each
red ticket. The school was kept in a shop near Johu Barnett’s dar-
ing the winter. In the spring it was removed to a cabin not far off.
It was well attended, and was the first Sabbath-school organized in
Salern Congregation and in Derry Township.

In the fall of 1824 it was moved to the school-house in New Derry,
where a union school was kept for many years alterward, Soou after
the starting of this school a sceond was organized at Salem Church,
with Samuel Moorhead and Willinm Sterling as Superinteudents.
Shortly after this another was started in MeClelland’s school-house,
with James MecClelland and John Barnett for Superintendents; and
still another in Jane's school-house. Most of these schools were dis
continued, at least for a number of vears, when the co-pastorate gave
the people preaching every Sabbath at Salem, and two sermons a
Qabbath. At the Sabbath-school in the shop three young ladies at-
tended whose parents were strict Catholics, two of whom were noted
for their ability to memorize verses of Scripture and of hymns.  Some-
times in a single Sabbath they would repeat from one ro two hundred
verses, tiring out their teacher. Two of these young ladies afterward
connected with the Methodist Church and the other with the Lutheran.

About the year 1834 a Sabbath-school was started in a school-house,
No. 8, on the land of Samuel Moorhead, and was successfully carried
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on under the superintendency of Robert Sterling and John Barnett
on the vacant Babbaths for several years. The ticket system hud given
place to the circulating library and the Union Question Book.

A Babbath-school was again organized at Salem in 1855, which has
continned since in the summer on the days that there is preaching.
Tn the winter distance and bad Jroads keep it closed.

TEMPERANCE.

The cauvse of temperance was first discussed in Salem Congregation
by Rev. Robert Lec about 1818. The pastor and a few members of
his church began to practice temperance in their families and on their
furms.  But the great majority viewed it with disapprobation, and
looked upon it as a ehimera of the brain, a thing never to be accom-
plished. It was thought by many that whisky could not be dis-
pensed with in the harvest-field, at house-raisings, log-rollings and on
all oceasions when help at hard labor was necded; and at weddings,
vendues and social parties it was regarded as unsocial and mean not to
have a “dram” to offer to those _present.  In many cases hunds
refused to work for farmers without extra wages, unless whisky was
furnished, Ilven a lunch prepured for ministers and clders when sit
ting as a church court, wus not thought to be complete without some
stimulant. Tt is distinetly remembered that once when the Presby-
tery of" Redstone met at Salem, in 1822 or 1526, and a table was
spread in the old “‘session-house,” among the refreshments on it was
a,bottle of whisky. When the members came around the table, Rev.
Robert Johnston took the bottle with the cork undrawn and placed it
under the table with the remark that that was the place for it.  This
ended the taking of whisky to Presbyterial Junches at Salem. There
was no organization effected till during the pastorate of Rev. Mr.
Davis, about 1830, when the subjcet was brought up afresh and an
effort made to secure an organization. At the first appointment only
four persons were present, Rev. Mr. Davis, Peter Wallace, Joseph
Chapman and James Davis; but they were not disconraged and sneccss
crowned their efforte. A society was organized, and the members
pledged to “‘abstain from the use of spirituous liquors as a beverage,
ourselves, in our families, or giving to others in our employ, and, as
a measure of prudenee, to recommend abstinence to others.”

This organization was kept up for a number of years, und had a
goodly number of members. Almost every conceivable objection was
made againgt it. Some said only spirituous liquors were prohibited;
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«This was the poor man’s drink, while the rich man could take his
wine,” ete. Others claimed that they “werc temperate and did not
need to sign any pledge;” others again would say with an air of con-
tempt, “I won’t sign a pledge, T drink when I please, I won't sign
away my liberty.” The names of but few inebriates were obtained.

At a-meeting of the Society, September 18, 1833, a committee was
appointed to correspond with other temperance societies in Westmore-
land County, in relation to forming o County Temperance Association.
John Barnett, James Sloan and John Chapman were appointed said
committee. In pursuance.of said appointment, eirculars were sent to
the other societies and responscs received. Delegates from all or
nearly all the societies mét in Crreensburg on a day designated, and a
Courity Association was organized with Dr. James Postlethwaite,
President, Hon. Thomas Pollock, Viee-President, and John Black,
Secretary. This organization existed for several years, but the atmos-
phere of Greensburg not being congenial, less was accomplished than
was hoped for. A temperance society was also organized in New
Derry, in the bounds of Salem Congregation, which was well kept up
for several years. ) '

About the year 1840, the Washingtonians made their appearance.
They gave a new impulse to the eause. The pledge was made more
stringent, requiring ¢ total abstinence from all that intoxicates.,” A
fow years later and the Sons of Temperance and the (rood Templarg
came on the stage. Many thought the old brganizations were not suf-
ficiently cfiective, and hence they went into new organizations, which
absorbed or left in the shade the old, Salem and New Derry along
with the rest. '

Although all the efforts that have becn put forth to banish the use
of intoxicating drinks by moral suasion, church censures and poorly
executed  legal enactments, have been only partially successful, yet
very much has been done. The little sced that was sown and scat-
tered sparingly over the couniry has germinated, and though of slow
growth, has taken deep root and spread until it now pervades almost
every corner of the land. Ilach new effort or new measure has had
its influence in adding to und building up and strengthening the
cause. It has been demonstrated that harvests can be gathered,
houses and barns put up, logs rolled, eorn husked, and all kinds of
labor done, weddings celebiated, and social parties conducted, as well
and “better without alcoholic drinks than with them. The public
mind has been in a messure disabused of i‘s errors. The common use
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of aleoholic drinks, atide from intoxicating effects, has been shown to
be not only useless but injurious. Many inebriates have been
reformed and are now earnest workers in the cause. Peace and com-
fort and happiness have been brought to many families. Much has
been done, but much remains yet to be done. The hydra-headed
monster is busy marshaling his forces, consisting of numbers, wealth,
strategy, appetite and influence, to perpetuate the use of alcoholic
drinks; while the indications are that Ged hag been surely, though
slowly, preparing the way, step by step, from the first inception of the
temperance cause, for the final overthrow of the liquor traffie, and
that in his own time it will come.

CLOSING WORDS.

But few changes have been made in the history, these chiefly ver-
bal. There has been little to record since. That little has not all
been as encouraging as is desirable, And yet, there is no reason for
discourugement. The territory is indeed greatly reduced in size, the
population has changed very mueh, and the membership is much
smaller, but there is still a good working force, especially if Wesley’s
maxim ig made the rule, ¢ All at work, and always at it.” Though
former pastors are gone, there is still an undershepherd, earnest, able
and faithful, to break the bread of life. And though the fathers are
gone, many of the children and others are here to take their places. T
am glad to read this history to-day, though my contribution to it is so
little. This is the church of my fathers; here they worshiped God,
and their bodies sleep close by ; hither my youthful feet were taught
to come; here I confessed Christ, and from the sacred walls of that old
log building, I went to college and preparation for my life work.

As we teturn to this celebration, how gladly we greet those from
whom we have been separated for years. How the memories of the
past come back ; the fuces and forms and characteristics of those that
arc gone are before us. Their deeds, their trials and their triumphs,
we recall them with gratitude. We would imitate the fidelity to duty
and devotion to the chureh which animated the fathers and mothers
that sleep with the generations that are gone.

It is said that during the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Lee, Esquire
Kinkaid, on his way to church, saw an emigrant traveling on the old
Frankstown road. He went on to chureh and consulted with Esquire
Barnett. They concluded that sueh a violation of the Sabbath law
ought - not to be permitted, and mounting their horses they overtook
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the man on Donnelly’s (now Beatty's) hill, and made him rest accord-
ing to God's Commandments. Though it cost labor, they did not
neglect the sanctuary. My father lived four or five miles from the
church, and the roads were not the best, yet no one ever thought of
staying at home from church because of heat, or cold, or storm. My
father told of going to church in the sled. The house was full to
overflowing and quite a number sat in their sleds about the doors '
(which were open), during the service, and he among them. ‘When
asked if he was not cold, he sanid: ““No; I sat between two fleshy
women and was guite comfortable.”

They loved their chureh. A former pastor writes: I think it is a
characteristie of the children of Old Salem Church, that they love and
cling tenaciously to their ecclesiastical mother. Old Father Pounds
used to say, ‘My father took me by the hand and led me to Salem,
and I intend to go there as long as I live;’ and true to his purpose he
went, till ealled up higher.”” As the end was coming near, after ex-
pressing her love for the dear old church, mother said, “ Don’t give
up Old Balem.”

Sometimes discouragement has weighed heavily on some hearts, and
some have been almost ready to say, ‘“Close these doors;” but hope
has sprung up again and new effort has been put forth. God’s word
comes to cheer and encourage: ‘‘Fear not, little flock; it is your
Father's good pleasurc to give you the kingdom.” The faith and
prayer, the toils and sacrifices of the fathers, bore fruit in the past
and are etill bearing fruit. We have entered into their lahors, and
recount their deeds, that our hearts may be encouraged in the right.
Psalm lxxviii. 4-7.

This iz the decline of the year, and this will continue for a time,
and then comes the spring. o we hope it may be with this dear old
church, and in this hope we urge on all here, renewed fuith, consecra-
tion and work. Tet us all pray for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
In u letter to Dr. Donaldson, John Barnett wrote: ‘“A due measure
of the Spirit’s influence is the principal thing needed to make Salem
renew her youth and mount up with wings.” To all who are here,
we say: You start out in the new century without the hardships, the
dangers, the privations and poverty of our fathers. TLet your hope
he in God; ‘“wait on the Lord; be of geod courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart; wuit, I say, on the Lord” (Psalm xxvil.
14).




AFTER-DINNER REMARKS,

Rev. James Allison, D.D., of The Presbyterian Banner, being
called on, said :

Me. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN :

I consider it no small privilege to be permitted to be here to witness the
celebration of the onc hundredth anniversary of the church of Old Salem. The
gentleman who came to my office, when I was absent, and left a pressing invi-
tation for me to be present on this ocession, and who afterward wrote to me,
gaying that ke would meet me at the station and carry me to the church, did not
do us he promised, but he did what was better—he got married and brought his
wife to take part in the festivities of this cccasion.

In looking back, one hundred years seews to us only a shori time, but what
wonderfnl chunges have taken place during that period. Then the people com-
posing this congregation were on the very border of civilization. The massacre
at Hannahstown had taken place only a few years before. The immense country
westward was an unbroken forest except in a few spots. The only English-
speaking people resident in that broad expanse were collected in and around
forts. The pecple here were not ultogether free from anxiety lest the Indians
might yet plan and execute another invasion. Your ancestors were exposed to
toils, privations and dangers, such as are altogether unknown to those who now go
to the extreme limits of the Northwest, the Westand the Southwest. Then there
were no turnpikes, canals, railroads, telegraphs or telephones. Books were few
there were no religious newspapers ard no public schools. DBut those grand
men and women accepted the situation, fought the battle of life bravely znd Jeft
their descendants a priceless heritage. l.et their names, virtues and deeds be in
everlasting remembrance. :

‘What changes have taken place! Popalation has passed onward across the
Mississippi, has leaped the Rocky Mountsins, and .bas planted farms and vil-
lages and reared cities along the Pacific Coast.  All over that wide territory are
enltivated farms, thriving villages, growing towns and large cities, while the
sound of the church-going bell is heard from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and
from the Lakes to the Gulf. Since this church was organized the Constitution
of the United States hag boen framed ard adopted ; Louisiana, Florida and
California have been acquired ; we have had the War of 1812, tho Mexican War
and the War of the Rebellion ; and slavery tried to destroy the Government and
was itself destroyed. .

In the meantime, the comforts and conveniences of life have immensely in-
creased. More work is done, and less time and toil aré employed in doing it.
The people have better clothes and dwell in better houses, while the ehildren
have better means of edncation. The farmers have better barus, better stock,
better agricultural implements, and get better prices for their products. The
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houses of worship and all the appliances for Christian work have been greatly
improved. Such a thing as a cabinet-organ was unkaown one hundred years
ago; and if one had been auddenly’bmught into this church then, and bad been
made to utter its sweet sounds, there would probably have been evoked music
that, to say the least, would have abounded in discords. )

And the Church Las not only made progress along with everything else, but
hag algo gone in advance. All our Bible, tract and missionary societies have
heon organized since this church was planted. Then there was only one com.
tnunicant in the evangelical churchey of this country, to every fifteen of the
population; mow there is one'lo every five. At that timne there was ouly one
evangelical minister to every 2,000 of our population; now there is one-to
every 700. Then the Bible was printed in languages that could be: read
by only onesixth of the inhabitants of the world; mow it can be read by
five-sixths of the peoples of the globe, in the tongues wherein they were born.
Then the number of foreign missionaries was considerably less than one hundred,
while the gospel was not preached by a single converted heathen. Now there
are more than 2,500 foreign missionaries, and more than 25,000 converted
heathen are preaching Christ and him crucified, while the communicants brought
out of the darkness of heathenism are counted by hundreds of ‘thousunds.
Polynesia has 500,000 of professing Christians; Africa, 230,000 Madagasecar,
300,000; Japan is rapidly becoming a Christian nation; China is learning of
Christ and his salvation ; and India, with its 240,000,000, has for its Empress a
Christian Queen and js governed by Christian laws.

All these wonderful changes have been witneused by the people of this church.
In them you have taken part by your sympathies, your prayers and your con-
tributions. Nay, more; from you have gone out those who have preached the
gospel in different parts of this land. Yea, the gospel has been proclaimed in
other lauds by the deseendants of those who organized this church. And the
blood of its sons has been poured aut in the high places of the field, that the
Government might live. -

(God has blessed and honored you in the past; may he bless and honor you
yet more in time to come,

Rev. 8. 8. Gilson, of the Herald and Presbyter, Cincinnati, Ohio,
said he was here by birthright—was born, baptized and brought up
in this church, and then transferred to Blairsville, to the care of the
same pastor who, a little while "before, had given all his time to that

~congregation. The bodies of his grandparents and parents are buried in
the cemetery of this church. He stated the occasion recalled vividly
the scencs of hiz boyhood, when he walked five miles to the church,
leaving home at 8 A. 2. and getting back at 6 p.mM.; there were two
long sermong, with a half-hour intermission. A glance over the con-
gregation showed much change, in the death of many old members;
but it was astonishing how many perpetuated the names in the fami-
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lies still connected with the church. All over the West were to be
found people who had come out from ‘“Old Salem.” It is earnestly
hoped the work of this old church is not neatly ended.

Hon. J. R. McAfee, Senior Editor of the Tribune and Herald,
Greensburg, Pa., perhaps the best informed man in Westmoreland
County in regard to things religious and secular in the county, was
called on, but asked to be excused from speaking.

Rey. JAMES DAVIS,

Son of a former pastor, and himself having occupied the pupit for
a time, said :

“‘Probably I can look back farther into the history of this church than any
other person present. I remember well the old log church, three sections long;
with the great high pulpit, and a long flight of stairs leading up to it; the big
inclosure in which the elders sat, especially on Communion occasions; while
the bare walls and the open shingle roof alone covered us. I was present the
day Dr. Speer, of Greensburg, preached with his hat on and gave the people a
well-deserved scolding for having such 2 cold and open house; and the next
summer they had it ceiled with chestnut-boards. 1t was years afterward before
they had it plastered and weatherboarded, and then painted. When I lust saw
the old church, it was quite a neat and comfortable building. It was about the
year 1826 or 1827, as I remember, that the first movement was made in the
cause of Temperance in this congregation; previous to this time, the use of
liguor was almost universal. I remember one oceasion of visiting an old elder ;
a stranger was present; after an introduetion, the elder brought out a bottle of
whisky and, plucing it on the table, said: ‘There, make up your scquaintance
over that;’ und we did. This is but one of the many illustrations 1 might give
of the common and almost universal use of liquor at thut day. It was on the
Monday after the Communion, at the close of the services, that a meeting was
called, after an earnest address by my father on Temperance, and the pledge
presented. Tt was signed by four persons—Peter Wallace, Esq., Joseph Chap-
man, my father and myself. The people were afraid they would not he able
to get in their harvests without whisky ; but some of them determined to try it,
and the noxt harvest liquor was banished from seven farms. It is true, the
friends of Temperance had to pay about twelve and one-half cents a day addi-
tional wages. At the next meeting, which was held six months or a year after,
the number of signers was increased by some fifteen or twenty names, I forget
the exaet number. Whether as good or better work has been done since, is a
matter of doubt. ’

‘“As to the chorch-music of that day. Well do T remember when the clerk, in
hig little box just under the front of the pulpit and about half as high, would
start the tune, and all would follow. The office of clerk, or precentor, was one
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of im};orta.nce, if not of profit, for he got no salary. 'What old person but can
remember the tall form of Esquire Scott, ay he stood in the box, or taught sing-
ing-sehool throughout the congregation in the winter; or the portly form of Major
John Chapman—he was a major in the nilitia of that day. But they are long
since gonme, und very few of those who sang with them survive; and we will
soon follow after.”

Rev. W. F. HAMILTON, D.D.

Dr. H. said that he felt it to be a great privilege to take part in
this centennial commemoration of the founding of Salem Church.
It had been an occasion of rare intevest, the memory of which would
not soon fade from the minds of its participants. He shared with
them in all the gladness of the day. It had afforded him real pleasure
to meet again the friends of former years—his old parishioners, his
brethren in the ministry, and other friends, He said:

“] have listened with lively interest to all that has been paid relating to the
establishinent and growth and more recent history of this dear old church. I
say ‘dear old church,’ for such, I am sure, it is to many hearts. How often have
I heard that feeling expressed, ‘Dear Old Salem;’ how often these precise
words have fallen from the lips of one and another of its members. May the
tenderness of thiy affection never abate ; may this love never grow cold.

“In listening to what has been said to-day, I have felt anew what I have
often felt before, that it is no ordinary debt of gratitude which we, of the
present day, owe, under God, to the generations which have preceded us.
What a noble bund of men and women they were!—those sturdy fathers and
mothers who first planted the Presbyterian standard in these Western lands,
and those who subsequently rallied around that standard and held it aloft.
Faultless men were they? We do not say that. DPossibly many of them were
too narrow; possibly some too lax in their practical life; possibly the greater
part tao intolerant of opposition, too self-willed, too headstrong! What else
was to be expected of men with that warm Scotch-Irish blood coursing through
their veins? But, withal, a courageous, self-denying, rcsolute, God-fearing
class of people unquestionably they were! and when we think of the dangers
they incurred, and the hardships they endured, and all the sacrifices they made,
to establish homes for themselves and their ¢hildren, and to build up schools
and churches and thus possess the land for the Lord Jesus —must we not feel
that no tribute of love and gratitude, which we ean pay, is more than they
deserve? Thanks, fervent thanks! first of all, to the God of our fathers and
mothers; and then, under God, to our fathers and mothers themselves, of the
stceessive generutions, for all that we have received at their hands. May the
day never come when we shall be so base as to thrust from us, and trample
under foot, that precious heritage of truth and Christian privilege which they
secured for us at 80 great a cost, and traunsmitted to us with their dying prayers
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/’
and benefactions. May we ever feel that that heritage is our most precious
trust, and that we must do what we can to transmit it unimpaired to those who
shall come after us.”

Dr. H. here spoke more directly of the period of his own pastor-
ate, the circumstances under whicli it was assumed, and some of its
incidents and experiences; concluding, in substance, as follows:

‘¢ Before taking my seat, there is one thing I wish to add with vespect to the
period of miy pastorate; and that is, that however there may have been at the
beginning, as ulrendy stated, some grounds of discouragement, in view of the de-
pleted strength of the congregation; and however pastoral work, from the very
necessity of the case, may have been somewhat arduous; this seven-years’ pag-
torate &t Salem was, taken altogether, a very pleasunt one to me—felt to be so
at the time, and now lingering pltasautly in my memory. Indeed, there does
uot now arise to mny mind anything whatever of a different character, Of course,
it was my expcrience fo pass through many scenes of sadness—to sit many
times at the bedside of the sick and suffering, to minister at many a tearful
funeral; these are things in which sorrow and joy are both strangely blended,
and are only what must happen in every pastor’s life; but what I meant to say,
and what T wish to ‘say in this public way as a testimony of honor to this peo-
ple, is, that I can not now recall a single thing in their personal treatment of
me that left a sting after it; I can not remember a single unkind act done to
me; I can not recall a single unkind word cver spoken to me, [f anything of
that kind ever happened, it has faded entircly out of mind. On the other
band, T recall vividly many, very many, acts of kindness and words of kindness,
and pleasant greetings and pleasant smiles, I remewber, too, the substantial
Christian hospitality which was so freely proffered, and which the fact of my
living in the other part of the charge (Livermore} made uftentimes so season-
able and acceptable. All this and mucl more like it, it is very pleasant to me
to vemember now and to speak of it in this publie way; and I am sure 1 shall
carry the memory of it all with me to the grave. Again T thank yon, dear
friends, and close with the ardent wish and hope that the future of this dear
old church may be one of abounding prosperity and usefulness, The Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all.”

Dr. DONALDSONS REMARKS,

In this sacred place and on this gala day, my memory is crowded with such a
rush of recollections ag to forbid anything like adequate cxpression. They carry
me back to the childhood of my days: the earfiest streteh of memory is full of
them. Though the memorial day of good Cld Fairficld preceded yours by ff-
teen months, I euan not but think that your orgunization preceded ours; fer that
wag my blessed native place. I was always tanght to yield the meed of defer-
ence to age; and while I felt that the dear old church there was the most sacred
gpot on which my eyes had ever rested, I still felt that there was ono yet g little
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more sacred, west of the Chestnut Ridge. And wlhen I remember first to hayve
heard the words of sacred song,
**0ld Relem’s happy ground,”

my childish fancy imagined that if I could cross the Ridge, I would find the
blessed spot just here. Every cccurrence at Old Salem was full of interest to

us. Though no railroads or telegraphs then carried tidings, our interest seemed
to give wings to whatever of importance was transacted here. We soon became
aequainted with it, and it bhecame the theme of our household talk. Your
pastor, elders, and promineunt events were all familiar to us. Your first pastor,

Rev. John McPherrin, was known to me only by tradition; for as yonr history,”
just read, informe us, he was digmissed five yeurs before my birth. Yet he con-
tinned so long to be the theme of interested family and neighborbood talk, that
I seem to have regarded him still as our neighbor. His piety, his fervency and

-his zeal were regarded aa things of which [ had personal knowledge. By my
father’s family and those of the vicinity, ke was regarded as one who had

reached the highest round on the ladder of piety, and those who had sent him

away did not hold an enviable place in our esteem. Even ut the birth of my

youngest brother, fourteen years after he had left, the savor of his name and’
goodness was 8o strong that McPherrin became & part of his name, and he was
linked permanently with Old Salem as if a part of it.

Yoor second pastor would elso have been kuown to we only in a traditiouary
way, if he had not afterward settled near Zanesville, Ohio; and we heard of
him often as a live, active man. But he always thought that he could oever
have gained celebrity here, coming immediately after the prince of preachers.

The pastorate of Rey, Robert Lee followed his; and, although it was not
long, my memory can recall him not only as your pastor, but also as 2 tall man
assisting our own pastor, whose. thundering voice would not allow even a child
to sleep in the church. I afterward learned to look with vereration ou ihe
farm where he had lived. He, too, was dismissed, as [ always thought, chietly
because he was himself and not Mr. McPherrin, Indeed, I doubted, and 1
still doubt, whether any preacher alive could have held this pastorate long
swhile the memory of the first was fresh in the minds of the partial old men.

But God, who knows all men and all things, was preparing the right man for
this partienlar place and work.

In the spring of 1822, Mr. Thomas Davis was licensed by the Prusb\te-ry ol
Redstone and sent to preach at this church and at West Union, then cafled the
““Forks of Conemaugh” and somectimes the “Forks of Blacklick,” which after-
ward, by removal, became ¢ Blairsville;” and these churches beeame his chargo.
He was ordained in the fall of that year. Qur neurest peighbor, dissatisfied at
home, attended here and reported all proceedings, The discontented, uneasy
feeling was not yet allayed. But the peculiar tact of Mz, Davis und his tnsight
into human nature, togéther with the grace of Giod, enabled him for a guarier
of a century, his whole after-life, to hold his place and do hiy commissioned
work. Not only here, but in all the churches round about, he gained the repu-
tation of an eminently zealous and useful man. About the same time that the
history mentions the organization of a Sabbath-school, as T well remember, he.

-\




34 CENTENNIAL OF SALEM CHURCH.

came over to our congregation, then vacant, and preached on a week-day at the
house of Joseph Howell, in our immediate neighborhood, and’ organized a
Sabhath-school on the same model as yours. Ilis spirit, zeal and peculiar pro-
nunciation everywhere attracted hearers, Personally I koew those in his own
eongregation who, from their fond remembrances of Mr. McPherrin, were dis-
posed to misunderstand almost everything he did, and who would have been
pleased to have him removed. I even think he could not have been ignorant
of it, but his peculiar tact checked every movement tending that way in the
bud and never allowed it to become general.

For individual kindness I owe him everlasting gratitude. Huaving been
licensed by the Presbytery of Blairsville, sitting at Saltsburg, April 4, 1838,
1, with my pastor and others, crossed the ferry to come by this place. Mr.
Davis called to Mr. Swan to ride behind with his elder, Mr. MctJuistion, while
he would give some advice to “‘his buy;” then in a steady stream of talk all
the way to the Old Salem Church, he gave me many items of practical advice,
which only » man of his deep insight into human nature could give, and which
I can not forget while memory lasts, and which have been of invaluable -benefit
to me in hundreds of cases. ‘This, perhaps wmore than anything else, decpened
my admiration for him and my attachment to him. But at last there czme a
gad duy in my experience. I was in the Valley at Old Fairfield assisting Tiro.
Q. H. Miller in Communion services, when Monday morning, hefore I was
out of bed, William Sterling hrought the tidings that Mr. }avis on the preced-
ing day, after having preached the “action sermon” to this people, in John
Robingon’s barn, and communed with them, had fallen dead from his horse
before reaching home, and that Bro. Hill, his co-pastor, had sent an urgent
request that I should come and officiate at his funeral. Sad beyond expression,
as it must be, I complied, amid a flood of recollections respecting his life
and services such as I have seldom had since. [t was, indeed, a sad, solemn
day. When I had nearly reached home, [ met Rachel Barnett, afterward my
sister-in-law, theo at Eldersridge Academy, and told her the sorrowful tidings;
and such a flood of tears followed as I have seldom seen flow from human eyes,
for, with a peculiar tenderness, she loved her pustor.

Seven years bofore this, shortly after the helf century of Salem had passed,
my good brother and life-long friend, Rev. George Hill, had become the asso-
ciate pastor of this and the other branch of the charge. If anything had been
previously wanting to attach me strongly to Salem Church, this would have
been sufficient for this end. During this period, more than ever before, my
sympathies were with Old Salem.

When Bro. Hill was gone, and the people had said, ““Arise, and let us build
the house of God,” I began to feel an interest in another good man, such as I
had ncver felt before—the man whose picture dows here in front of the pulpit
bas attracted more interest and obgervation than any living face in the assembly,
Mr. John Barnett, the builder of this house and the writer of most of the his-
tory to which we have this day listened with so much iuterest. His connection
with this chureh, his work in it, and his attachment to it, through a life almost
equal to its existence, can never be forgotten. His whole family caught the

N
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infection and concurred gealously to advance its interests in every way. Wall
do I remember passing the building, when it wus nearly ready for use, to see s
litle group, chiefly of women, assembled to fix up things around it; and his
daughter Mary, now Mrs. T. B. Elder, coming with a great lapful of sods from
a neighboring green to ecover the unseemly clay that remained after the building
was completed. I also recall a Fourth of July celebration in its interest, under
the following pastorate, in another part of the cougregation, of which she was
the moving spirit. '

The Rev. Reuhen Lewis, formerly a classmate of mine, wag the next pastor
that concurred to perpetuste my attachmént to Old Salem. Chumh Then Bro.
J. P. Fulton, whose very name, aboundmg in the conoregduon, was already
vervy dear to me, made it dearer still; and Bro. W. F. Hamilton, of whom I
had previously formed a favorable opinion and whom I soon found to be an able
and congenial neighbor, kept my interest from flagging. Bro. James R. Hughes,
who served them for a time, for whose father, orne of four miniaterial brethren,
I had cherished a long regard, gave an additional stamp to wy concern for the
welfare of Old Salem. With Bro. MeCaslin I had no persoral acquaintance;
but his brother, Robert, having been the successor of my dear classmate and
brother, Robert B. Walker, of Plain (xrove and who was then serving a charge
in which, chiefly from its elevated position, it was hard to keep a pastor long,
mude me wish well to Old Salem under him as pastor,

But when (rom emigration and other causes, easier known than told, Old
Salem wus gradually dwindling down in numbers, I felt a-painful concern for
her. At this time, she obtained as her pastor one whom I had known from his
very hoyhoot, in war-times and in his early pastorate at New Alexandris, and
in his faithful presiding over that noble iustitution founded by Dr. Hill, and
whom I am learning to call Dr. Ewing. L now began again to cherish new
hopes for Old Salem. 1 seem o hear, as God’s voice to her, *‘I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give
you an egpected end.” When Dr. Ewing asked me to be here ou this day~-
this good day, this blessed day, this high day of privilege—I almost felt as if
he might have found something else to do; it scemed so like inviting me to my
own table. God bless him and Old Salem under him.

Rev. GEORGE HILL, D.D.

I count it & happy event in my life to be present on this occasion. But how
short a time is one hundred years. Some here have lived more than three-
fourths of that time. My recollections of Salem do not run much beyond my
pastorate here. I had heard of it often, for it was the custom of the fathers
and mothers to come to Fairfield on Communion seasons. [ will speak of my
own connection with the church and what connected me with Father Davis, for
almost my whole pastorate was associated with hisv. Tle was, I think, the
greatest gift God ever gave w0 you, especially becavse of his power to hold
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things together. Though the congregation had been celebrated for its strife
before, from the time he came no one dared to speak of the strife, not becuuse
he was tyrannical, but because he was shrewd and had tuct to meet and quiet
strife. Yet he was outspoken, and sometines would speak with great plainness.
T remember an instance which occurred previous to my connection with the
congregation. He and his wife were at New Alexandria at the Presbytery.
With their host, Benjumin Hill, they called on James Shields, where there
were several other ministers lodged. Mr, H. said he had heard they talked of
a co-pastorate af Salem. Mr. Davis said yes. Mr. H. said: It won’t work—it
won't work I’ amd talked very earnestly for a while, ending nearly every sentence
with “Tt won't work.” Mr. D. sat with his hands ¢lasped on the top of his
staff, his head down und his eyes shut, till Mr. I. stopped, when he said, “It
will work well encugh if you, and fools like yon, will hold your tongnes.” Tt
knocked the talk out of Mr. H. Father Davis had a will of his own and [ was
credited with heing heudsivong; both of us had wills, but we never had a jar.
There was only once when T thought he disapproved of what I did. It was
when I went for six monthg to work for the Western Theological Seminary as a
financial agent. His prudence and tact were such that they made our co-pas-
torate pleasant and suceessful.” Prudence and common-seuse and grace will
enuble any two men to live together as they ought to live. There is nothing
more disgraceful than bickering and quarreling between men in our congrega-
tions.

Another illustration of Mr. Davis wisdom and tact may be scen in an
incident which I learned from his own lips: The two wealthiest men in .
the congregation were Squjre Moorhead and Squire McMullen. The latter
one day charged Father Davis with personality in his preaching, saying,
#You preach half the time to Synire Moorhead and myself.” After his
customary pause, Father Davis soliloquized slowly: ‘“Ten and fiftcen, that
makes twenly-five—twenty-five dollars;” then, turning abruptly, said: *“Itis
a burning shame, s burning shame, that you two should get the half of my
preaching and only puy twenty-five doilars for it.” It was by such consum-
mate wisdom that Pather Davis suppressed many a possible trouble, and kept
Salem in peace. ; ,

I did not want to come to Salem. My relatives were here and I did not think
it was the place for me. I wanted to go West. [ thoughi I would go to Towa,
when the invitation, unexpectedly, came to me to preach at Balem. Dr. Elliott
advised me to accept it. [ came, und my first sermon-was preached May 31,
1840. [ preached four times in November, forty-six years ago this month.
Atter April, 1841, I preached regularly at Salem. On the 2d of May, 1841, I
preached to thirty people here. [ have an old sermon marked February 27,
1848, and this entry on it, **Salem Church was burned on this day.” T preached
all the summer of 1841. TIn the fall before the Preshytery, Father Dayis told
me that he had given out notice that there would be a congregational meeting
at Salem on Monday week. But when I went out and preached the next
Sabbath, the elders nsked me to say there would be no meeting on Monday.
1 did so, and said also that there would be no preaching on Sabbath two weeks,
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nor at any time thereafter by me. The elders asked what it meant. T told them
they had heard me long enocugh to know whether they wanted me to preach for
them or not, and T wouldn’t preach here any longer. When I went to Dexry
to preach that night, the young people, especially, gathered round me, und there
were some wet cheeks among them, especially those of Martha Barnett, who ix
now Mrs. Pollock.

I didw’t want to settle among my relatives. My grindfather and uncles and
aunts were here. 'I'he #esgion shortly afterward sent two of their number over
the Ridge to my father's to invite me back. I returned, and my relstions were
always pleasant with the session and the people, Sometimes I did things which
eversbody ‘didm’t like, but they were overlooked. When the church was
burned I thought there ought to be two church-buildings, one near Mr. Alters’
and one in New Ilerry. I concluded to go and see James Long, and if he ap-
proved I would go and see John Barnett, and if he approved it wonld be all
right. As T wen: to Mr. Long's I met a man coming into town, who asked me
where T was going. As I had nothing to conceal 1 told him, and also what I
was going for. Mr. Long approved my project, and we went to Mr, Corrigan,
who had a beautiful site, and he was willing to sell it, Next day 1 went to Mr.
Barnett’s, but the wan whom I had met, had seen several Salem people in
Blairsville, and the word was spread abroad that I wanted to take away the
church from Salem. Mr. Barnett agreed with my plan, but becanse of the re-
port that was abroad I said let the matter go. There was no Livermore or
Derry Station then, and the Lord used this man to defeat my scheme.

"'his congregation had the reputation of heing somewhat slow—slow in doing
business. I don’t know whether you would ever liave gotten through if it had
not been for John Barnett. He was modest, and waited and waited, but still he
had to do it. :

T gave the congregation a lesson once on this subject, after 1 had ceased to be
their pastor, T wus to preach for them, on invitation, on a week-day st ten
o’clock. [ eame out, but the congregation wasn’t here, [ waited and waited,
till it was after noon before I preached. The next time I came I preached at
the appointed time, though there were only two Judies and two men and a boy
when I hegan. The people kept dropping in during the service, and two families
came in as the last hymo was being sung. I look back with great pleasure to my
ministry here. Tt was my custom to make pastoral vikits one year and catechise
the next. I can remember sometimes when riding round one side of the barn
to see the youngsters scooting round the ather side to get out of the way.

1 want to give the elders a lesson as to their doty. I stayed over night at
Father Guthrie’s. Next morning as we started out on our work, we pasgsed
along the road next Kimmel's. I was riding a dun horse that some of you re-
member. His foot stuck a moment in the tough yellow clay. When he pulled
it out Father Guthrie said he had cast a shoe. Before T could stop him he wag
off his horse, had his sleeve rolled up, and'pushing his hand down inte the clay
pulled out the shoe, That is un example for the elders. But I must stop.

May the Lord bless this charch, and prosper yon and give you many pastors
such as Father Davis. -
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APPENDIX.

REV. ROBERT LEE.

From data furnished by his grandson, John Lloyd Lee, Princeton,
N. J.

Robert Lee, son of Thomas Lee, was born in Donegal, Ireland, in 1771.
When he was about six years old, the family eame to America and settled in
Chuartiers Valley. [n lis twenty-third year, Robert, by the advice and encour-
agement of Dr. McMillan, eniered the academy at Canonsburg. He was one
of the first members of the Philo Literary Society. Having completed his
preparatory course, he studied theology with Dr. MeMillun, and was licensed
by the Preshytery of Ohio, October 22, 1800. He was ordained by the same
June 26, 1801, and installed pastor of Amity and Big Spring Churches in Mer-
cer County, Pennsylvania. He was onc of the original members of Erie Pres
bytery when erected, October 2, 1801, At the end of six years he resigned this
pastorate, but for a considerable time continued to act us stated supply to vari-
ous churches in the same Presbytery. In 1813 he accepted a call from Salem
Church, in the Presbytery of Redstone, and was installed in August of that year.
This relation wus dissolved QOctober 20, 1819. He subsequently removed to the
State.of Ohio, taking his dismission to the Presbytery of Richland. Ilere he
was pastor of the church of Ashland for four years, and was then transferred
to Bucyrus. After a Jong and successful pastorate at the latter place, he
removed to a point some Imiles eastward of this, where a flourishing town
sprang up, which took its name, Leesville, from him. Here he spent the
remainder of his life preaching constantly, and also adding to this the practice

of medicine. His Jabors were much blessed of God, resulting in the beilding

up of u church where he resided, and the establishment of soveral mission sta-
tions in the country adjoining. He died at Leesville, February 9, 1842.

T'be same year in which Mr. Lee was licensed, he was married to Miss Sarab
Swearingen, of Washington County, Pennsylvania. They had eight children,

‘three of whom are atill living. The history of their children and the descend-

ants of these, attests strikingly the faithfulness of God. To a large extent they
have been active workers in the church. Two of the grandsons, John Lloyd
Lee and William Porter Lee, are now preparing for the ministry—the former 2
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student in Princeton Seminary, the latter in Macalester Coliege, Minnesota. A
sister of these expects soon to go as a missionary. The father of these three,
who was born about the time Mr. Lee came to Salem, had given to him the
name of the minister (Rev. Samuel Porter) who moderated the call to Mr. Lee
from Salem Church. His death occurred in 1882, at his residence in Crestline,
Ohin. Not a few of the other descendants of My, T.ee have attained to posi-
tions of prominenee and usefulness in secular life. To two of the grandsons,
Charles M. Lee and Homer Lee, both of New York City, the public are
indebted for the interesting engraving which appeart on one of the pages of
this pamphlet. J. M. B.

THE THOMSON FAMILY.
Furnished by Rev. N, McConaughy, Somerville, N. J.

~James Tlwmson, who came from Franklin County in 1778, to the vicinity of
Salem Church, and was largely instrnmental in its opganization, was an elder in it
till hig remaval to Kentucky in 1793. He had nine children. First, Williany,
swhose descendanis are mainly in Bouthern Indiana; second, Jane, whe with her
husband, Robert McConaughy, lies in Salem churchyard—her husband =and
‘her son Robert were elders in Salem; third, Esther and her husband, William
Craig, who are algo buried at S8alem; fourth, Rosanna, who with her husband,
George Drummond, went to Springfield, Ohio; fifth, Martha, who married
Hugh Thomson, snd left her descendants mainly in Indiana County, Pennsyl-
vania: sixth, Rev. John-Thomson, of Springfield, Ohio; seventh, Alexander;
cighth, James Henry, whose posterity are largely in Southern Indiana; and
ninth, Mary (Thomson) Hall, whose descendants are in Kentucky, Indiana and
Ohio.

This family is an example of the power and perpetuity of pure Christian
influencey. Nearly its whole membership, now numbering many hundreds, are
Preshyterians, many of them prominent in the Church; though, like their Salem
ancestors, the vast majority are tillers of the soil, honest, nnambitious, unpre.
tending men and women, zealous only to exalt the great Redeemer and give
glory to his name,

The most prominent of William’s family was his son Jobkn, an elder in the
Church, a farmer, and editor of the Greensburg Chronicle, now edited by his
son Orville. Origen, his other son, was a civil engineer, and, like his father, an
elder and 2 very influential man in both Church and State. Rev. D. A. Wal-
lace, of Sannemin, Illinojs, is in this branch. Tn Jane’s hyanch, besides many
elders, there are six ministers: Revs, Abraham, Nathaniel and Frank McCon-
aughy, Joshna Elder, M, E. Chapin and Louis Kithn. Three were physicians:
William G. Hunter, William J. George and RX. E. Kuhn. Mrs. J. E. McCon-
aughy, wife of Rev. Nathaniel, was the anthor of fourteen hooks and over eight
thousand artieles for the press. In Rosanna’s branch, Rev. George Tenney,
Tlon. William 8leeth, M. C. Lawyers: E. H. Kerr and J. T. Drummond ; and
T. B. Drummond, M.D. In Martha's hranch were many able business men:
.Judge Jaseph Thomson and his son Joseph M., Jawyers, Indiana; Pennsylvania;
John Thomson with his gons, Joseph P. and Benjamin P., metchants; Hugh
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Alexander, of Indiana, Pennsylvania, und Dr. J. K. Thomson, of Marion,
Pennsylvania.

Rev. John Thomson’s branch gave many men to the ministry. He was him-
self sixty years a minister of great piety, influence and usefulness in S8outhern
Ohio. His son James was forty-five years a minister, founder of Wabash Col-
lege, though in the pastorate, and ultimately President of Mankato University.
Two other sons, Rev, John 8. Thomson and Rev. 8amuoel 8. Thomson, D.D.,

“were professors in Wabash College. Another son, Rev. William M. Thomson,

D.D., author of “‘The Land and the Book,” was nearly fifty years a missionary
to Syrin, still living. Another son, Alexander, is a lawyer in Crawfordsville,
Indiana, forty years an elder in the Church. The hushband of Rev. John
Thomsow’s only daughter, Edwin J, Peck, President Indianapolis und Terre
Haute Railroad, and an elder in the Church, gave vast sumy in benevolence—
F118,000 of it to Wabash College. Of Rev. John Thomson’s grandchildren,
one, a daughter of James, is Mrs. Rev. Joseph W. Haneock, Red Wing, Min-
nesota; another ie Mrs, A. N, Dukes, Peru, Indiana. Professor William H,
Thomson, M.D., LL.D., son of the missionary, is professor in the University
Medical College, New York City. Emma, a daughter of the missionary, is a
teacher in the Missionary Female Seminary, Bevront, Syria, Alexander’s (the

- lawyer’s} three sons are Rev. Everett B. Thomson, Kev. E, P. Thomson and

Professor Henry R. Thomson, of Wahash College. T. H. Ristine 2ad C. H.
McCaine, lawyers, are in Professor Samuel 8, Thomson’s family.

The most prominent descendant of James Thowson’s seventh child, Alexan-
der, is lientenunt-Colonel Chester G. Thomson, of the Seventy-second Indiana
Volunteers, who made a splendid record during the war, rarely equaled as a
subordinate ecommander on the battlefields of the Republic. He iy an elder in

" the Church, and a very pmmin'ent business man in Lafayette, Indiana.

Of the children of James Henry Thomson, eighth c¢hild of James, Ahuris
was Mrs, Rev. Samuel . Towry. Tler children were Rev. Theophilus Lowry,
Professor Samue] Doak Lowry, J. T. Lowry, M.D). Rev, Austin Lowry Thomson,
and Rev. E. W. Thomson were sons of William H. Thomson, and grandsons of
James Henry Thomsou. Rev. James H. Thomson, son of James Henry
Thomeon, settled in Mississippi, where his son, Hon. William Wirt Thomson,
regides. Another of FYames Henry Thomson's sons was Rev. 8amuel H. Thom-
gon, Ph.D., LL.D., professor in Hanover College, Indiana. His son, Henry C.
Thomson, is a missionary in San Luis Potosi, Mexico. Another is Rev. Williel
Thomson; ancother, James H. Thomson, Ph.[)., was elected professor of chem-
istry ; another, Xeber Thomson, is a civil engineer. J. R. Swisher, M.1),, is in
this family. The last son of Jumes [Henry Thomson is Rev. P. W. Thomson,
of Macomb, Illinois, forty years a minister. James II. Thomson’s youngest
daughter, Mary, was Mrs. Rev. George F. Whitworth, of Seattle. Of her
seven children, John M. is a lawyer of San Francisco, Frederick a ¢ivil engin-
eer, (leorge a physician, Clara is Mrs. W. M. York, ‘wife of a lawyer of San
Francisco, ete.

Of the descendunts of James Thomson, the Salem elder, twenty-seven have
been ministers or the wives of ministers, sevenieen of whom are living; ten
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physicians; nine lawyers; nine civil engineers and surveyors; seven professors
in the higher institutions of learning: many elders in the Church, magistrates,
teachers, men of note as scholars, and in buginess and official life; and all,
almost without exception, have been men of high character and noble Christian
- principle—the fruit of Christian training and a pious ancestry.

Rev. JAS. DAVIS.

Of an incident that oceurred in the early history of Salem Congrega-
“tion, Rev. James Davis writes:

‘“ Among the very many who were accustomed to attend upon the means of
grace in the old church was a young man whom [ knew well. He was upright
and moral, and I believe a general favorite with all who knew him, but he was
not a church-member. Scon after I had connected myaelf with the church, I
took the first opportunity of speaking to him on the subject and urging him to
confess Christ. ‘Well, James,’ he said, ‘1 have often thought of it, and if T
conld find a perfeet church I would join it, but here ig the Presbyterian: there
is old Squire M., who is generally suspected of drinking more than he ought;
and there is Squire M., who is too stingy to be honeat. And then there are the
Methodists—but do you think { wounld belong to a church that had such a man
a3 old +——in it?’ T tried to show him that he was responsible for himself
and not for others, but my words seemed without effect. '

““8oon after, I left home and for some time neither saw nor heard anything of
my friend who wanted to join a perfect church. During 2 vacation, when at
home a year or two afterward, when there was considerable religious interest in
the congregation, and neighborhood prayer-meectings were common, one was held
at my father’s. The first person called on to pray was my old friend. A more
humble, earnest prayer I have seldom if ever heard. I was greatly surprised
and delighted, and as soon as the meeting closed I sought him out and aaid,
‘How is this that I find you among the Presbyterians? I thought you were
looking for a perfect church?' ¢ Oh,’ said he, ‘James, I thank God that there
is mo perfect church. Tf there had been I would never have got into it. I
thank God that they were willing to take me into this church, unworthy as I
am.’ :

““A change of residence caused me to lose sight of my old friend, but I have
heard that he became an active and useful elder in a new and destitute field.”
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Rev. N. McCONAUGHY’S LETTER,

SoMErvILLE, N. J., November 6, 1886.
REv. J. M. BARNETT:

Diear Brother—Yours of the 2d inst. i handed me on my return
from New York City this evening. . . . I am afraid I am too late for a letter
to reach you before the meeting on the 10th inst.; at best, it must be hasty and
brief. :

I am glad to count myself ason of Old Salem Church. My admission into
that church waes during the pastorate of that dear, good man, Reyv. Thomas
Davis, and his assaciate, Dr, George TTill, both of whom I highly revere.

I should greatly delight to be present at your meeting on Wednesday. My
best early associations cluster around that gacred place. Tt is associated in my
memory with all that is pure 2nd hallowed and heavenly in the morning of my
life, and those who worshiped there appear to me to have heen amony the purest
and best of all earthly mold. 1 can remember my reverence for Moses Fulton,
as he stood with his eyes closed in time of prayer; and for your houored father,
in his devout attention to that service ; and for your uncle William, James Long,
Robert Fulton, the Sterlings and Duonlaps, your grandfather—Mr. Morrison,
Mr. Wallace, Col. Guthrie, the Gilsons, Ralstons, Ebberts, Trwing, Georges,
Gallahers, Dotys, Bells, Craigs, Machesneys, Moorheads, Millers, Simpsons,
Pounds, McIntyres, Robinsons, Hosacks, Hendersons, and a host of excellent
people, young and ald, who hore the stamp of genuine piety, and bave never
been sarpassed, 1o my knowledge, as types of pure and upright character among
all the multitudes with whom it has been my lot to be acquainted in my many
wanderings. If there was not an extraordinary amount of enterprise and push
in the bounds of the congregation, T can not coneeive of any other as surpassing
its quiet, gentle, honest attendants in sterling integrity, elevated purpose, and
strict faithfulness in religious duty as they learned it from God’s Holy Word.
It was a good place to be bora and bronght up in, to hail from and to go back
to in memory, not only of the old men—types of heavenly peace and harmony
—but of the good old mothers ag well, and of the young people who were raised
with us there—whose pictures never grow old in my memory, and who all seem
like kindred to me.

The sacred influcnces of that old church can never be measuved ; indeed, they
can never be fully appreciated by those of us who drew in the solemn inspira-
tions of the hallowed atmosphere that hung over the very hills around it, as
we went up to its sacred precincts and returned from them on the Sabbath-day.
(30d was there to meet with the solemn asserably; we felt the hush of his pres-
ence; it seemed like holy ground. [t is fitting that this eentennial of its organ-
ization should be observed, and note made of the blessed influences it has shed
around it over the region watered by the gospel rills that flowed from it as from
a fountain of living waters. May it stand long and its streams flow, its light
shine, and its power for good be felt over many future generations, as the Lord
of hosts shall manifest his power there in days to come. iz

I am sorry T can not give you some contributions to its history; but T left
there while yet a youth, and my life since has been spent so far away, and in
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g0 many checkered scenes, that T have had no opportunity of exploring the
musty pages of its-pust and gathering up the tangled records of its fast vanish-
ing memories. You are doing a good work in rescuing its early history from
oblivion,

My grandfather and grandmother, MeConzughy, sleep in its churchyard, and
many others of my kindred are resting there, making it hallowed ground to me.
I would be glad if my father and mother could have heen brought and laid
beside them in its consecrated soil. T think my grandmother, alone of all my
great-grandfather Thomson’s nine children, is the only one who lies boried
there, after all his interest in it and devolion to it. Possibly Esther Craig,
another danghier, lies there. Part of Mrs. Hemans’ beautiful poem, ¢ The
Graves of a Household,” was almost literally [ulfilled in the resting-places
found by his family; and the same is true of many a family represented
there when you and T were boys:

“They grew in beauly, side by side,
‘They fllled our home with glce;

Their graves ure severced far and wide,
By mount, and stream, and sea.
“The same lond mother bent at night
Oer each fuir, sleeping brow |
2he hud cach folded flower in sight—
Where are those’dreamers now?

“And parted thue {hey vest, who played
Beneuth the same green free: )
Whose voices mingled as they prayed
Around oue pareni-knee.
* They that with smailes 1t up the Twdl
And checered with song the hearth—
Alas] [or love, il thou art all,
And naught bevond, O ferih!”

We shal]l meet the loved ones gone to heaven. The church is but a portal of
the Churcu above. < Sugar Ioaf” is but a type of the heavenly hills.

If it had occurred to me earlier, as | now wish it had, I should have prepared
a letter with some fitting tribute of my regard for the old and hLonored church
of my childhood and early manhood ; the church of my fathers—dear to my
heart—in which my father was an elder, and my grandfather, and my great-
graudfather; and some suitable memorial of the occasion you celebrate.  As it
is, in response to your request, I send you these few hastily written lines, with
my best wishes and sincere prayers for the prosperity of this old church, whieh
s to me more than an Alma Mater, and her uscfulness through another hundred
years of history, under (tod’s blessing, if it please him.

Stncerely yours in Christian love,
N. McCoxaveHY.
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Rev. J. POWER FULTON'S LETTER.

. Hareer, Kan., November 4, 1888.
Rev. T. R. Ewivg, D.D.:

Dear Brother—Yours of the 20th ult. has been reeceived, and I thank you for
your kind invitation. T do, indeed, wish [ could be present at the Salemn Cen-
tennial. T would like 50 much once more to meet and greet the congregation
ascustomed to worship in that dear old church of blessed memory ; and I would
love, also, to linger for a little while on the adjacent hillside, among the tombs,
where sleeps the consecrated dust of so many grand and stulwart Presbyterians
—tombs where sainted fathers and mothers and children (some of them near
and dear to us) are securely waiting until the trumpet of the Archangel and
the voice of God shall wake them up to a glorious resurrection.

And so this is the Centennial of Sulem Chureh! Since its organization one
hundred years have passed away.  How many and how great and how wonder-
ful the changes that have oecurred during that time! In those early days this
Salem hill was the center of a widely-extended scope of country which had
no other religions organizations. The families in this district were nearly all
Presbyterians, and what is better still, they nearly all went to chureh, and they
respected and honored and supported religion snd the religions institutions and
ordinances of the Church. Sometimes the people met at the peril of their lives.
Indian saveges were now and then making raids into the settlement, and hence
we read of the men going to church with their rifles on their shoulders und the
minister preaching with a loaded pistol at the side of his Bible. But this is
" something that belonged to the first period of the church’s history.” If we
_ pass down to a later period we will come to the deeply interesting times and
scenes ahout whieh our grandfathers and grandmothers loved to talk, and which
occurred three-guarters of 2 century ago. ’

Those venerable fathers, James Long and William Sterling, Sr., who were
still alive in the first part of my pastorate at Salem, used to tell me about Salem
Church as it was in the days of their youth, its big congregations, its excellent
meetings and glorious Communion seasons. Their couversations and recolleetions
of these good times in Salem come up afresh to my mind with melting’'and hal-
lowing influence, I can almost fancy myself, seventy-five years ago, on a bright
Communion Sabbath in the month of June, standing near the oak-shaded booth,
" or preaching stand, which they had fixed up, and which for many ycars remained
a little distance down the hillside, below the old log ¢hurch. That primitive
building, though tolerably large, would not on such oceasions hold half the
people. The ministers in the stand are Rev. John McPherrin, then pastor, and
Rev. George Hill, of Fuirfield, grandfather of Rev. George Hill, D.D., who
had come to assist.  And I think I see the multitudes gathering from “Dan to
Beersheba,” from the fool of the Chestnut Ridge and from the sides of the moun-
tain, from Blairsville lo Livermore, from Dennisontown and from Derry—for
there were no charches in any of these places—and all their people, with those
in the intervening country, belonged to Salem; while families, some on foot and
some on horseback, pareuts riding and carrying with them their younger chil-
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dren, all ¢oming with awakened feelings and expectant hearts, and ranging
themselves around that tent under the shade of those old oak and hickory trees.
After listening to an earnest, solemn sermon they had a brief interval, and then
engaged in the serviees connected with the Communion. Agsin and again, five
different times, were these long rows of tables filled with communieants who,
with glad and thankful hearts, commemorated the dying of Jesus.

Ok, the sacramental seasons of thoso years were oftentimes precious seasons
of the outpouring of the Bpirit, and memorable days in the history of Salem
Church, :

Coming on down to a more recent date, we find the church still flourishing,
though much reduced in the number of its members and the size of its congre-
gations by rcason of colonization, removais nnd deaths. When the writer was
called to take charge of the church there was a goodly number of earnest, work-
ing Christian men and women in it. At that time the session consisted of James
Long, Sr., and Andrew Long, his son, William aod John Barnett, Robert
Fulton and Alexander Craig. Subsequently Robert Sterling and Lewis Maches-
ney were added. Laboring in the frontier churches of Southwestern Kansas, I
often think of these men, and wish I conld have, as helpers in my work, a
session of such intelligent, judicious and soundly orthodox men as constituted
the eldership of Salem Church. Many of the people who at that time com.
posed the congregation huve pzesed away. As I go back in memory and sit
down in the Salem pulpit and cast my eyes aronnd, T see before me in their
customary places, as regular atlendunts, the farcilies of the Longs, Pounds,
Buttermores, Russells, Reeds, Robinsons, Machesneys, Darrs, McWhirters,
Gilsons, .Dunlaps, Siertings, Craigs, Barneus, Fultons, Guthries, Morrisons and -
many others; and when I think of the long distunces and the rough, hilly roads
which many of them traveled, 1 feel like tipping my hat and bowing before
them in respect and admiration. And I can not do otherwise than eommend
their zesl for the house of God, and bear my testimony to the praise of their
regulur church-going habits.

Hoping that you will have a pleasant and interesting Centennial, I
remain, Very truly and fraternally yours,
. J. P. FoLrox.

Rev. D. R. McCASLIN.

Rev. D. R. McCaslin, the pastor immediately prior to the present
one, now giving all his time to Derry, after speaking of the efforts he
had made to obtain desired information for J. M. Baruett, writes:

““I am very sorry I can not be with you at the Centenniul, The occusion will

be one of profound interest. I remember with very great pleasure my relations
with dear Old Salem. The &acred historical associations, the characteristic
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cordiality of the people, the bright days of their prosperity and the dark days
of their sorrow have left very deep and abiding impressions on my heart. I
trust your meeting will be very pleasant and profitable. Deeply sorry that [ can
not contribute more to the interest of the occasion, I remain,

“ Your brother in Christ, D. R. McCasLin.”

Rev. P. W. Thomson, grandson of James Thomson, writes January
3, 1887:

“I received from Matthew George, a great-grandson of my grandfather, and
an elder in Dr. Hill's chureh, Blairaville, the most satisfactory aceount of my
relutions im that part of the country. He says: ‘Your grandfather, James
Thomson, was an ordained ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church in County
Donegal, Ireland. He emigrated from there in the year 17062, settled in Frank-
lin County, Pa., in the Conococheague settlement, and lived there seven years,
when he moved to what is now Derry Township, Westmoreland County, Pa.,
and settled on a farm on Spruce Run, one and a half miles north of Salem
Church. He was a prominent instroment in having Salem Church organized,
which was done in 1786, the Rey. Mr. Craighead, his pastor in the East, offi-
ciating on the oceasion. We have fraditional information that he was one of the
fivst ruling elders, but there ig no official record of it now extant.” . . . . I
think T haye had the impression all wy life that grandfather was an elder in
the Salem Chureh, and I am about seventy-one years old. That he was an
elder in [reland there seems to be no question; neither is there any with regard
to his being one in Kentucky. . . . . :

‘“Yours fraternally, “P. W. TaomsoN,

. “Macomb, II.”
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ITEMS.

In explanation of a remark in Dr. Donaldson’s address, it is proper
to state that a large crayon portrait of John Barnett wus standing in

front of the pulpit during the exercises.

The congregations of Blairaville, New Alexundria, Livermore,
Latrobe and Derry have all been organized on the bordexs of Salem.

Rosannsg, a daughter of Robert I'ulton, is the wife of Rev. W. P,
Moore, IFredericksburg, Ohio,

Rachel, a daughter of John Barnett, was the wife of Rev. W, M.
Donaldson, now of Northfield, Ohio, and mother of Rev. Jechn B.
Donaldson, Hastings, Minn. Martha was the wife of Thomas C.
Pollock, an elder in the U. P. Church of Fairfield, and mother of
the wife of Rev. 8. 8. Gilson, of the Herald and Presbyter, Cinecin-
pati, Ohio. Nancy, another daughter, is the wifc of Rev. James 8.
Elder, pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Clarion, and Stated Clerk

of the Presbytery of Clarion.

There are other equally interesting facts in the history of Salem’s
pastors and people, but they are not within the knowledge of the
writer, and the limits prescribed and the means at command forbid
further enlargement. '

Any person noticing any mistakes will confer a favoer by sending
corrections thereof to the pastor of Salem Church.
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