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SOCIETY NEWS 
Please address committee-specific inquiries to the related committee 

chairperson as noted in this newsletter and on the website. 

2022-2023 Officers and Board of 
Directors Election 

This was our first year to offer online voting to our members who 
have provided an email address. Success! We had 83 members who 
voted to confirm the board of directors. Thank you to all who 
participated. This is just our first step toward making the 
administration of WPGS more inclusive and informational. 

  

Treasurer’s Year-End Report 

Comparing this year to last year: Discounting the little situation 
which involved our internet or website provider that caused us to 
postpone memberships to July 2021, we can safely report that for 
this past membership year (FY 2021-2022) we are $4,000 to the 
good over last year (FY 2020-2021). $2,000 of that came from a 
member’s assistance with our insurance needs. So, our costs vs. 
income is stable and we estimate that it will continue through the 
end of this membership year. The May 31, 2022, Balance Sheet and 
Income Expense Report was sent to Board members for budget 
review. 

David Salvatora, Treasurer 

Corresponding Secretary’s Year-End 
Report 

With the widespread access to email, we don’t receive the volume 
of mailed correspondence from our members that we have in the 
past. Although we have had limited access to our office this past 
year, we have attempted to address all mailed correspondence in a 
timely manner, when possible. Many of the Western Pennsylvania 
Societies are now sending us their newsletters and activity 
calendars and they have been forwarded for inclusion in the Jots 
newsletter. We’ve acknowledged each monetary donation with a 
personal note of thanks from the Society.  

Julia Goldblatt, Corresponding Secretary 

Pittsburgh Foundation Grant Awarded 
to WPGS  

We have been notified by the 
Pittsburgh Foundation that a grant of 
$300.00 has been awarded to WPGS 
from a member who recently utilized 

the services of the WPGS library research committee in an effort to 
locate another generation of ancestors in western Pennsylvania. 
Congratulations to the Research Committee for their hard work.  

Call for Speakers 

WPGS is currently booking speakers 
for the 2022-2023 program year. 
Topics related to aspects of Western 
Pennsylvania research, the process of genealogy, preserving and 
organizing records, and other ideas are welcome.  

Programs take place on the second Saturdays of the month 
September through November and February through May, with an 
annual conference in June.  

Technology needed to an online seminar would include a computer 
with webcam and microphone (possibly headphones with 
microphone), and a stable internet access. Please send a synopsis 
of your proposed program and information about your genealogy 
background to programs@wpgs.org. 

2022-23 WPGS Board of Directors 

President  Amy Welch 

President-Elect  Pam Israel (President in 2023-2024) 

Recording Secretary  Erica Curtis 

Treasurer  David Salvatora 

Corresponding Sec.  Julia Goldblatt 

Director 2021-23  Megan Clark Young* 

Director 2021-23  Kristin Britanik* 

Director 2021-23  Lois Salvatora 

Director 2022-2024  Joyce Homan 

Director 2022-2024  Rebecca Kichta Miller 

Director 2022-2024  Lindsay Downs 
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About WPGS 
Mission Statement: The Western Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Society (WPGS) is a non-profit educational organization of 
amateur and professional family historians and genealogists, 
dedicated to the study and preservation of family history. 
WPGS was founded in 1974 to perpetuate the rich heritage of 
Western Pennsylvania’s 26 counties.  

The Society strives to foster an interest in genealogy through 
meetings, workshops, and examination of records intending to educate on sources 
and methods of genealogical lines. WPGS collects, preserves, and safeguards 
manuscripts, books, artifacts, and family, church, and public records, as well as other 
materials relating to genealogy, and it encourages others to do likewise. By compiling 
and publishing original research, society members increase genealogical knowledge.  

The membership year begins on July 1 and continues through June 30 of the following 
year. During the membership year, the Society publishes six issues of a newsletter, 
Jots from Western Pennsylvania©. WPGS is based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
maintains its library and offices in the Pennsylvania Department on the third floor of 
the Carnegie Library in the Oakland neighborhood. The WPGS Library collection is 
non-circulating and is complemented and augmented by the Pennsylvania 
Department's enormous holdings of local and family history information. There are 
extensive onsite resources for both in‐library research and out‐of‐town queries. 

WPGS considers your data (name, address, email, phone, etc.) as confidential and 
will not release this data under any circumstances to any merchant, agent, or other 
organization.  

For details on Society membership or general information, see the Society’s webpage 
at www.wpgs.org or contact WPGS at: 

4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213-4017 
Voicemail: 412-687-6811 

General Information: info@wpgs.org 
Research Services: research@wpgs.org 

Website/Login Questions: webmaster@wpgs.org 
WPGS Quarterly: quarterly@wpgs.org  

Jots from Western Pennsylvania 
Rebecca Kichta Miller, Editor, JOTS@wpgs.org 

Facebook Group 
facebook@wpgs.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1024613077636340/  

Contributions to Jots and the Facebook Group are encouraged. Contributors must 
provide attribution/contact details for submissions before publication. Jots will not 
publish copyrighted material without the permission of the author/owner. All 
suggestions for future issues can be sent to the Jots Editor listed above.  

Deadlines for receipt of submissions to Jots are the 15th of June, August, October, 
December, February, and April. PLEASE send your input as soon as you can to 
jots@wpgs.org.  

Celebrating our 49th year! 

SOCIETY NEWS (CONT.) 
Please address committee-specific inquiries to the related committee 

chairperson as noted in this newsletter and on the website. 

WPGS Sponsored Programs 

Upcoming Programs  

2022-2023 

All programs will be virtual until further notice. 

We completed our second year of virtual programming this year, 
and continued to see strong attendance, so thank you to everyone 
who has joined us in the online world! 

In Fall 2021, we introduced everyone to the new WPGS website 
that launched the previous summer so users can find all of their 
favorite WPGS resources. We reviewed genealogical resources 
available on the freely available website Historic Pittsburgh 
(historicpittsburgh.org) and another program brought attendees up 
to speed on genealogical citations to help make their research 
more credible. 

In the spring, other programs prepared everyone for the 1950 
census (our most popular program this year), introduced some new 
resources for adding biographical information to our family trees, 
and featured research resources at the Detre Library and Archives 
at the Heinz History Center. We presented an overview of 
Westmoreland County research in May and closed out the year 
with a presentation on the use of genealogical timelines. 

For programs that had handouts, they are available only to 
members on the Event page for that presentation. Click on Past 
Events to see an overview of this year’s talks. 

Our 2022-2023 programs are being planned as virtual programs but 
keep an eye on our Events page where we’ll announce when in-
person attendance will be an option again. We are also exploring 
ways to continue offering virtual programs even when we return to 
in-person events. 

If you are interested in helping shape WPGS’s future programming 
work, please join the Program Committee! Reach out to 
programs@wpgs.org to learn more. 

Program Dates 
Second Saturday of the month, 

Sept. – Nov. and Feb. – June 
from 

10:30 AM - Noon 

Information, Virtual, & Free 
Watch for the 2022-2023 

schedule at 
https://wpgs.org/events/ 

WPGS Website 

The new and improved WPGS website is now one year old!!!!! 
Congratulations and thanks to Kristin Britanik and her team of 
helpers, Joyce Homan, Amy Welch, and Ray Jones, in conjunction 
with the developer, Roots & Code, for creating this exciting new 
digital home for WPGS and its members.  

This new format allows us to have a more organized and mobile-
friendly homepage that we can easily adapt to meet our needs as a 
society and provide our member benefits. In addition to a new 
design, we implemented new systems to streamline our store, 
research requests, events, and society communications.  

http://www.wpgs.org/
mailto:info@wpgs.org
mailto:research@wpgs.org
mailto:webmaster@wpgs.org
mailto:quarterly@wpgs.org
mailto:JOTS@wpgs.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1024613077636340/
mailto:jots@wpgs.org
mailto:programs@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/events/
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We recognize that there is still a lot of work to be done to bring 
some functionality up to speed and deliver new benefits to our 
members, like updating member charts and adding Bible pages.  

We are excited to have this new platform fully up and running to 
connect with our members in an increasingly virtual world. If you 
have any questions or suggestions, please send them to 
website@wpgs.org.  

Kristin Britanik, Chairperson 

Membership  

This committee needs remote and local 

volunteers. 
 

Membership totals as of June 10, 2022 

Membership Type New Total 

Honorary  6 

Individual 161 869 

Institutional  34 

Joint 9 76 

Grand Total 170 985* 

* An increase of 140 members over the last Annual Members Meeting on June 12, 2021. 

Thank you Nancy Marsh for assisting with some of the membership 
committee tasks.  

We had an address error on the original Membership Renewal 
Form that was sent out and many early renewals were sent to that 
incorrect address. We have addressed that issue and want to 
remind everyone that the WPGS address is 4400 Forbes Avenue, 
Third Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15213-4007.  

A thank you also goes out to those who have signed up for 
automatic membership renewal. However, if you previously added 
a donation to the Society with your membership, that amount is 
not included in the automatic renewals, for obvious reasons. You 
can make those separate donations by clicking on the Donate 
button in the header on the WPGS website. These Donations are 
always appreciated and help with new and improved benefits to 
our members. 

A reminder that the new membership year begins on July 1 and 
anyone who has not renewed as of July 1 should consider doing so 
soon via Pay Pal or personal check to retain their member benefits. 
We do offer a grace period, but why wait? Renew today! 

Did you know? We are still in need of a full-time chairperson 

and a volunteer to input and monitor the membership roster, both 
online and from mail-in registrations. Most duties can be 
completed remotely. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Salvatora, Membership Committee 

Library Research 
Committee 

This committee needs local 

volunteers. 

This past year, we received and 
completed over 120 research requests. Additionally, we were able 
to provide in-person assistance on a limited basis due the 
pandemic restrictions at the Library. Thanks go out to Patte Kelley, 
Sue Arnold, and Jeffrey Leech. 

In recent months, we have completed a number of research 
requests with a few still in the queue, responded to email 
communications, and have been reviewing the microfilm that we 
digitized in order to be sure that nothing has been missed.  

We provided general research, copies of Allegheny County Death 
Records, Naturalization Records, and WPA Survey records, as well 
as copies of First Family applications. Additionally, we have 
updated the Speis family and Dunmeyer family files available on 
the website.  

Several individuals wrote to inquire about researchers for hire and 
all were sent our list of members who are available for this work. 
The Committee continues to review the Family File resources and 
synchronizing those with the current index in hopes of eventually 
digitizing these files and making them available to members only. 
Work will continue on the comparative review of the digitized 
church records on the website and the original microfilm. However, 
these review projects have recently slowed due to lack of 
manpower and other committee responsibilities. 

Unsolicited material donations have mysteriously appeared in our 
office over the past few years. Currently, along with Erica Curtis, we 
are working through these boxes to determine the best possible 
dissemination of these materials. WPGS has a standard policy for 
accepting donations, which is currently being reviewed and 
updated. This revised Policy will be posted on the WPGS website. 
Watch for the announcement of this update, which is coming soon. 

WPGS still has access to some Allegheny County records and we 
continue to fulfill requests for copies of Allegheny County Morgue 
Books, Allegheny County Dockets, and Allegheny County WPA 
Home Surveys. Download the forms for these records from the 
WPGS website at https://wpgs.org/research/library-research-
services/ and submit as indicated. 

Additionally, we continue to receive inquiries at the WPGS 
voicemail number that with a high volume of spam calls averaging 
about 24 calls per month over the last year. Legitimate messages 
are routed to the relevant committee/Board member. 

Lois Salvatora, WPGS Library Research, research@wpgs.org  

 

 
 The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are 

for the future.  Theodore Roosevelt 

mailto:website@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/research/library-research-services/
https://wpgs.org/research/library-research-services/
mailto:research@wpgs.org
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Library Collection 

Annual Report of The Librarian of the Western Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Society 

Maintaining the Collection 

• Purchase new publications to add to the WPGS Collection. 

• Check for damaged or misplaced books. 

• Check catalog record [spine label]. 

• Weed books that:  
- are outdated (books related to outdated technology 

for example) and that have been superseded by 
newer editions, 

- or books that do not fit the mission of our library 
(books that teach how to do genealogical research 
that are more useful if borrowed from a circulating 
library). 

• Consult with the Research Committee Chairperson to know 
what areas of research are most used and may need additional 
print resources.  

Book Donations 

• This year we’ve had generous donations of materials, including 
single books, as well as personal collections of books from 
members’ own genealogical research collection.  

• Donated books are evaluated by the librarian for 
appropriateness for the collection. Those that fit the mission of 
our collection and are not duplicates of books we already own 
are selected for processing.  

• Those that are duplicates of books we own or that are not 
useful for Western Pennsylvania research are added to the 
used book store at https://wpgs.org/shop/. 

Book Processing 

• Processing of new and donated books includes: 
- Plastic cover, if required. 
- Spine label made. 
- Other identifying labels, stamps, and label cover for 

spine. 
- Record made in online catalog. 

• Books returned from the bindery: 
- Spine label made. 
- Other identifying labels and label cover for spine. 

• Books purchased (currently five new books in processing): 
- Catalog record created and Dewey Decimal Number 

assigned. 
- Spine label made. 
- Other identifying labels and label cover for spine. 

Patte Kelley, WPGS Librarian 
librarian@wpgs.org 

Publicity Committee  

This committee needs a 

Chairperson and volunteers. 

There are over 300 Western Pennsylvania 
genealogical societies and clubs, historical 
societies, libraries, and community 
organizations that are interested in what 
WPGS resources are available. We would like to communicate with 
them to not only publicize WPGS information but promote their 
genealogical activities as well. 

We are currently looking for a Chairperson and at least one 
volunteer for the important work of the WPGS Publicity 
Committee. A Policy & Procedures document is available for review 
to help you decide if you can take on this important responsibility.  

If taking on the Chairperson role is too much for you, please 
consider volunteering to assist. All duties can be completed 
remotely. Please email publicity@wpgs.org for more information.  

Indexing Projects 

 
The following indexes have been posted on the WPGS website: 

• Little Beaver Cemetery 

• Holy Trinity Lutheran Church – Book 3 

Indexes for the Presbyterian Church of Portersville: Books 1, 2 and 
3 will be posted soon. 

Indexing is ongoing for the following records: 

• Holy Trinity Lutheran Church – Book 4 

• Grace Methodist Church – Book 2 

• North Liberty United Presbyterian Church – Chronological 
Roll of Communicants 

If you have any questions about the indexing of the digitized online 
records or would like to volunteer to help remotely, please contact 
Nancy Marsh at indexing@wpgs.org. Work at your own pace. 

Book Sales 

https://wpgs.org/shop/ 

Since July 1, 2021, we have had online and mail order Publication 
sales of $1,553.25; online and mail order Used Book sales of 
$363.85; and downloadable records have totaled $80.00. These 
totals include shipping charges and PA Tax.  

WPGS Publications: There is a half-price sale on select publications 
for online orders only from July 1 until August 31. Check out the 
sale items at https://wpgs.org/product-category/publications/. Sale 
prices will go into effect on July 1.  

Descriptions of all 25 self-published, genealogical-focused books 
are available at the location above, along with payment and 

INDEX OF RECORDS 

Surname Given Name Birthdate Event Event Date Page # 

https://wpgs.org/shop/
mailto:librarian@wpgs.org
mailto:publicity@wpgs.org
mailto:indexing@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/shop/
https://wpgs.org/product-category/publications/
http://www.wpgs.org/
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download or mail order information. If you order a downloadable 
file by check, you will be notified of how to download the 
document(s) once the payment has been received.  

Used Books: Currently there are 300+ 
editions available to purchase and a 
listing of all available books by category 
can be found at 
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/5/2021/07/All-

Used-Books-by-Category-3.pdf.  

Digital Materials: There are two downloadable publications 
available at $5.00 each: Index to the Registration of Deaths 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, 1893-1905 and Washington 
County, PA, Quarter Sessions Court Records, 1781-1795, Abstracts. 
We also have all previous WPGS Quarterlies available for download 
by non -members for $2.50 each. Members have access to these 
Quarterlies under Research once you log into the WPGS website. 

Rebecca Kichta Miller, Book Sales Chairperson 

Cemetery Committee 

This past year, we have personally reviewed and added more than 
11,000 photos and memorials to the FindAGrave sites for the 
cemeteries of North Sewickley (Beaver), Ridge (Indiana), Mount 
Carmel (Allegheny), Spring Church Lutheran Church and Fairview 
(Armstrong), Union (Beaver), 
and Greenwood (Lawrence).  

The photo survey was 
completed on May 1, 2022, 
for the Church Hill Cemetery 
located in Wilkins Township, 
Allegheny County, PA.  
At the start on March 30, 
2002, the status in the Find-
A-Grave website was 5,535 
memorials with 54% 
photographed. This cemetery is very well maintained and pleasant 
to work in. The entire cemetery was photographed, which resulted 
in 4,747 photos taken. And at the conclusion, we increased the 
memorial total to 6,219 with 5,751 photographed (92%).  

The most numerous surnames found were Beveridge (23), Brown 
(57), Bowen (23), Davis (31), Divens (23), Dryburgh (36), Fry/Frye 
(23), Forgie (24), Harrison (25), Hall (44), Johnston(32), Kirkpatrick 
(46), Martin (77), McKee (31), McKeever (22), Muir (33), Ostia (36), 
Patterson (20), Stewart (51), Thompson (32), Wilson (64), and 
Young (23). 

Rob Felton, membercharts@wpgs.org  

Digitizing 

This committee needs local volunteers. 

Several digitizing projects were completed this year, including the 
Shelocta Presbyterian Church, Enon Presbyterian Church. We 

continue to work on the McAvoy Funeral Home and will begin the 
Boyd Family Papers soon.  

Additional volunteers are needed who can come into the WPGS 
office and scan onsite. If you would like to volunteer to join us in 
the WPGS office at the Main Branch of the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh to learn how to use the equipment required to digitize 
the many valuable documents that have been donated to our 
collection, please email digitize@wpgs.org. Once trained, 
scheduling can be flexible.  

     Kathy Kenna, Chairperson 

WPGS Quarterly  

This committee needs remote volunteers. 

The Committee is working on the first issue since the 2014-2015 
membership year, and we are soliciting articles that would be 
relevant to our members researching in Western Pennsylvania. We 
also will accept articles that do not fall under these themes for 
consideration in upcoming issues as long as the research focuses on 
one of our 26 Western Pennsylvania counties. The guidelines for 
submissions can be found on the WPGS website at 
https://wpgs.org/research/quarterlies/. All submissions can be sent 
to quarterly@wpgs.org. 

Did you know? As a member, you have access to the indexes 

that catalog all Quarterly entries by category, location, and article 
titles at https://wpgs.org/research/quarterlies/.  

In the Category Index, if you are looking for any articles listing bible 
records, you’ll find over 100 bibles listed. If you’re looking for 
articles listing cemeteries, there are over 200 entries. Many hard-
to-find record sets were included in the Quarterlies from 1974-
2015.  

Lindsay Downs & Erica Curtis, Chairpersons 

First Families of Western Pennsylvania 

During the 2021-2022 membership year, First Families of Western 
Pennsylvania (FFWP) welcomed five new members. Two existing 
members successfully submitted supplemental applications. We 
now have 772 approved ancestors. Of those, 125 have multiple 
descendants who have joined the First Families of Western 
Pennsylvania.  

The FFWP committee will continue to accept new 
applications until Nov. 30, 2022. We will resume 
accepting applications beginning January 1, 2023.  

Any WPGS member who can prove direct lineage and 
residency of an ancestor in Western Pennsylvania before 
31 December 1810 is welcome to apply. Members can 

search the First Families Index under Research once you have 
logged into the WPGS website.  

Direct all questions to firstfamilies@wpgs.org. 

https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/07/All-Used-Books-by-Category-3.pdf
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/07/All-Used-Books-by-Category-3.pdf
https://cdn.rootsandcode.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/07/All-Used-Books-by-Category-3.pdf
mailto:membercharts@wpgs.org
mailto:digitize@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/research/quarterlies/
mailto:quarterly@wpgs.org
https://wpgs.org/research/quarterlies/
mailto:firstfamilies@wpgs.org
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WPGS Private 
Facebook Group 

We currently have 2,840 active members in this WPGS Group, 
although WPGS membership is not required to participate. Daily 
inputs average 12 posts. These posts include announcements of 
relevant genealogical activities and programs, requests for help, 
historical photos, and graphics, and posting of general information. 
Although everyone in the Group are subscribing members, that 
doesn’t limit the value of the information that is posted. Example: 
UPDATE on my June 2nd posts to this group requesting help on 
finding information on my 5th great-grandmother Isabella (MNU) 
Palmer Steward/t and her 2 husbands, Charles Palmer (d.1798 in 
Allegheny Co.), my 5th great-grandfather, and Maj. George 
Steward/t (d. 1831, Allegheny Co.). I want to say a heartfelt "Thank 
you!" especially to the three volunteers who helped me! When I 
started researching my family in 1979, I only knew my 3rd great-
grandmother's maiden name was Isabella Palmer and her family 
stayed a brick wall until a week ago when a hint popped up on my 
Ancestry family tree that mentioned an Isabella Stright (her married 
name) in the will of an Isabella Stewart who died in Allegheny City 
in 1843. I knew my 3rd great-grandmother, Isabella (Palmer) 
Stright, lived her entire life and died in Allegheny City, so I checked it 
out and it turned out the will was the ticket that opened the flood 
gates. It gave me the names of 3 generations of my family - Isabella 
(Palmer) Stright, her father Samuel Palmer and her grandmother 
Isabella (MNU) Palmer Steward/t. With that will I was able to 
locate a tax list that gave me a clue to eventually finding my 5th 
great-grandfather Charles Palmer and to other deed, tax, census, 
and church records that gave me the bare bones of their lives. I'm 
now 43 years older than when I first started this search, disabled 
and unable to travel now to do research in Pittsburgh in person. So, 
I took a shot in the dark and made 2 posts here and in the 
Pittsburgh FB group asking for help and three people responded 
very generously with their time, knowledge, experience, and 
resources and helped me to flesh out the circumstances and events 
of my ancestors' lives. What a lesson in the power of random acts of 
kindness and the importance of Facebook as a genealogical 
resource! Thank you to everyone who has encouraged me by liking 
the posts and to the 3 ladies who have been such a big help. I can't 
thank you ALL enough!! 

Stephanie Hill (WPGS member #8136) 

WPGS 2023 Scholarship Application 

Did you know? We are currently looking for a new Administrator 
and Moderator for the WPGS Facebook Group. Please email 
facebook@wpgs.org for more information.  

Once again WPGS is offering the yearly Suzanne Johnston Memorial 
Scholarship for 2023. It is a yearly award of up to $250 to a current 
WPGS member to assist with the cost of attendance at a local, 
regional, national. or virtual, genealogy conference.  

To be considered, members must write a 250-400 word statement 
explaining how attendance at the conference they have chosen will 
benefit their family history research. The Application Form was 
inserted into the previous Jots or you can download the fillable PDF 
form from the WPGS website and submit your application by email 
to scholarship@wpgs.org or mail to Suzanne Johnston Memorial 
Scholarship Committee, Western Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Society, 4400 Forbes Avenue, 
Third Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 
15213-4007 BEFORE December 
1, 2022. 

The winner will be announced to 
the WPGS members in the Jan-
Feb issue of the Jots.  

WPGS History 

This committee needs remote volunteers. 

WPGS is coming up on its 50th Anniversary in the 2024-2025 
membership year. In preparation, we would love to see your 
photos and hear your memories to be reminded of friendships that 
have been formed, the education that was provided, and the 
discoveries that were made through WPGS during the past five 
decades.  

Please take a moment to 
search your personal 
archives and share your 
photo finds with us or write 
a note to us about any 
special memories. They can 
be emailed to 
historian@wpgs.org. For 
photos, please note the year, 

event, and anyone included in the picture, if you are able. 

Thank you and we look forward to celebrating with you! 

Joyce Homan, Historian historian@wpgs.org 

Upcoming 2022 Genealogical Special 
Events of Interest 

PLEASE CHECK DIRECTLY WITH SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS FOR ANY 
IN-PERSON EVENT UPDATES AND CANCELLATIONS. 

(L) Live | (V) Virtual | (F) Free | ($) Not Free  
All Times are EST 

(L) July 9, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM: Genealogy Saturday at The Weir 
Room, Butler Area Public Library, 218 N. McKean Street, Butler, PA 
16001. Staff will be on hand for open office hours to provide in-
person research assistance to researchers who cannot visit on a 
weekday. Details at https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy.  

(V) (F) July 11, 7:00 PM. Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh (GRIP) Evening Program: It’s All About Respect: Clinical 

mailto:facebook@wpgs.org
mailto:scholarship@wpgs.org
mailto:historian@wpgs.org
https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy
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Tips to Manage Uncomfortable Conversations about Surprising 
DNA Test Results presented by Karen Stanbary, MA, LCSW, CG. 
Sponsored by North Hills Genealogists. Additional information and 
registration at https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/.  

(V) (F) July 12, 6:30-8:00 PM. Erie Society for Genealogical 
Research (ESGR) 50th Anniversary Member Forum. Details at 
https://www.genealogyerie.org/.  

(V) (F) July 12, 7:00 PM. Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh (GRIP) Evening Program, presented by Annette Burke 
Lyttle, sponsored by Western New York Genealogical Society. 
Additional information and registration at 
https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/.  

(V) (F) July 13, 7:00 PM. Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh (GRIP) Evening Program: An Update on What’s New at 
FamilySearch and the 1950 Census Indexing Project, presented by 
David Rencher, AG, CG, FUGA, FIGRS sponsored by FamilySearch. 
Additional information and registration at 
https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/.  

(V) (F) July 14, 7:00 PM. Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh (GRIP) Evening Program presented by Rich Venezia 
(WPGS member) sponsored by Orange County (CA) Genealogical 
Society. Additional information and registration at 
https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/.  

(L) (F) July 15, 1:00 – 2:30 PM: Discovering Family Roots, Natrona 
Heights Library Monthly Genealogy Meeting. Information and 
registration at 
https://tockify.com/clav.events/agenda?search=Genealogy.  

(V) (F) July 21, 7:00 – 8:00 PM: Using Evernote to Capture Notes 
and Ideas, with Drew Smith, presented by the Genealogical Society 
of Pennsylvania. Registration and more information will be 
available at http://genpa.org/programs-and-events/.  

(V) (F) July 23, 11:00 AM: (V) Connecting Your DNA Matches 
presented by Diahan Southard, sponsored by North Hills 
Genealogists. Learn the tips and tricks to a powerful method of 
match analysis. Registration is required for the FREE webinar from 
the NHG events page at 
http://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47.  

(L) August 13, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM: Genealogy Saturday at The 
Weir Room, Butler Area Public Library, 218 N. McKean Street, 
Butler, PA 16001. Staff will be on hand for open office hours to 
provide in-person research assistance to researchers who cannot 
visit on a weekday. Details at https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy.  

(L) (F) August 19, 1:00 – 2:30 PM: Discovering Family Roots, 
Natrona Heights Library Monthly Genealogy Meeting. Information 
and registration at 
https://tockify.com/clav.events/agenda?search=Genealogy.  

(V) ($) August 19-27: The Southern California Genealogical Society 
(SCGS) Genealogy Jamboree and Genetic Genealogy Conference. 
All programs and presentation will be available to Jamboree and 
Conference registrants through the end of October. Details and 
registration for all upcoming webinars can be found at 
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html.  

 (L) September 10, 4:30 – 8:00 PM: Erie Society for Genealogical 
Research 50th Anniversary Dinner, Zem Zem Shrine, 2525 West 
38th St., Erie, PA. Invitations will be sent to members by mail. For 

more information, go to www.genealogyerie.org or follow on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/ESGRPA 

(L) September 10, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM: Genealogy Saturday at The 
Weir Room, Butler Area Public Library, 218 N. McKean Street, 
Butler, PA 16001. Staff will be on hand for open office hours to 
provide in-person research assistance to researchers who cannot 
visit on a weekday. Details at https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy.  

(V) October 12-14: Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society 
Conference. Watch for speaker information, schedule, and registration at 
https://www.aahgs.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.ViewPage&pageId=3375. 

(V) (L) Mark your calendars for March 2–4, 2023, to join millions of 
virtual and in-person attendees for inspiring keynote addresses, 
instructive classes, innovative technologies, and most of all, the 
ability to connect people to their family—past, present, and future. 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/newsroom/rootstech-2023-will-
be-online-and-in-person  

What Information Does the CIA Have 
For You? 

 The CIA (yes, the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency) World Factbook provides basic 
intelligence on the history, people, 
government, economy, energy, geography, 
environment, communications, 
transportation, military, terrorism, and 

transnational issues for 266 world entities. 
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/  

The Background Section of these entities include such things as 
current geography (including maps), people and society, 
environment, government, and economy. The World Factbook also 
includes flags of the World and their symbolism, country 
comparisons, and world travel facts. All of this data can help with 
current research in these countries, even though it may not have 
been known as that country at the time your ancestors lived there. 
Current information is always important when writing any family 
story, especially if you’re planning to travel there.  

Beaver County 
Genealogy & History 

Center 

The Beaver County Genealogy & History Center offers classes in 
Beginning Genealogy & Family Research. These are a series of three 
classes created for the beginning Genealogist or the person who 
wants to know more about researching their family. They are held 
three consecutive weeks and last about one and a half to two hours 
each. Contact the Center at (724) 775-1775 for more information. 

The public is invited to attend the monthly meetings held April 
through November on the third Wednesday of the month, 7:00 PM, 
at the Beaver County Genealogy & History Center, 250 East End 
Avenue, Beaver, PA. Guest speakers and class topics cover 

https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/
https://www.genealogyerie.org/
https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/
https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/
https://www.gripitt.org/evening-programs/
https://tockify.com/clav.events/agenda?search=Genealogy
http://genpa.org/programs-and-events/
http://northhillsgenealogists.org/eventListings.php?nm=47
https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy
https://tockify.com/clav.events/agenda?search=Genealogy
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html
http://www.genealogyerie.org/
https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy
https://www.aahgs.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.ViewPage&pageId=3375
https://www.familysearch.org/en/newsroom/rootstech-2023-will-be-online-and-in-person
https://www.familysearch.org/en/newsroom/rootstech-2023-will-be-online-and-in-person
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
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historical or genealogical interest. Announcements of classes and 
lectures can be found on their Facebook page or their website 
https://beavercountyhistory.org/services/events/.  

BTW, The Pensioners in Western Pennsylvania in 1883, Vol. 1, 
Allegheny, Beaver, and Lawrence County is on sale in Publications. 

Washington County Genealogy  

The Citizens Library is now the genealogical center for Washington 
County. It has an excellent Pennsylvania Room Collection that 
includes important records for genealogists. Visit the location at 55 
S College Street, Washington, PA 15301 (Phone: 724-222-2400). 
https://www.washlibs.org/citizens-genealogy  

The Washington County Historical Society houses some birth, 
death, and marriage licenses prior to 1906. Visit the location at 49 E 
Maiden Street, Washington, PA 15301 (Phone: 724-225-6740). 
https://www.wchspa.org/grimes  

Due to the overwhelming amount of research, the Register of Wills 
staff can only handle simple requests. Available from the Register 
of Wills Office: 

• Birth and death records for Washington County from 1893 
through 1906. 

• Marriage Records recorded from 1885 through the present. 

• Estate Records recorded from 1785 through the present. 

If you are requesting a copy of a will, marriage record, birth, or 
death record, they ask that you put your request in writing with as 
much information as possible. Mail your request to the Register of 
Wills Office, 1 S Main Street, Suite 1002, Washington, PA 15301. 
Hours: M-F, 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM. $20 + stamped, self-addressed 
envelope.  

If you need an extensive search, they will provide you with a list of 
local genealogists. 

Erie Society of Genealogical Research 

Welcome to Cal Pifer, our new executive 
director!  

Born and raised in Erie, Caleb M. Pifer is a 
familiar name as he was executive director at 
the Hagen History Center from 2013 to 2016. 
He also served as director of marketing and 
development at the Erie Maritime Museum 

from 2010 to 2013. In 2016, he was vice president of external 
relations and advancement at Mercyhurst University. In 2020, he 
became senior advisor to the president at Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh, where he handled fundraising, marketing and project 
management for the $151 million proposed Duquesne College of 
Medicine. He is the current Vice Chairman of Tall Ships America, a 
board he joined in 2006. 

“I’m proud to return to Erie, and I’m excited to work with the staff, 
board of directors, volunteers and community on increasing 

tourism to the Hagen History Center and to Erie,” he said. “I look 
forward to gaining more national attention for the Hagen History 
Center, an Erie County lead asset.”  

While living in Erie, Cal has been honored as one of Erie's 40 Under 
40 in 2013 and as a Knight of St. Patrick in 2014. He also served on 
the Board of Directors for the Erie Innovation District, the Erie 
Downtown Development Corporation and the Corporators for 
UPMC Hamot Hospital. Cal’s start date was June 13. 

Butler County Genealogy 

In 1987, the Edgar Weir family provided for the creation of a 
resource room where family and local history could be researched. 
Located on the second floor of the Butler Area Public Library, the 
room is available by elevator or stairs. Here you will find the largest 
genealogical collection in Butler County. The Weir Room follows 
the same hours as the Butler Area Public Library. Details at 
https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy.  

If you anticipate needing staff assistance during your visit, please 
call or email ahead to confirm availability. Staff is also available for 
remote research assistance. Please get in touch by email, phone, or 
mail with requests or questions. By email: 
baplgenealogy@bcfls.org. By phone: 724-287-1715. By mail: Butler 
Area Public Library, Attn: Genealogy, 218 N. McKean Street, Butler, 
PA 16001. 

The Butler County Genealogical Society is available at 
https://bcgs.us/ to promote interest in genealogy in Butler County. 
They are also have a Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/ButlerCountyGenealogicalSociety. 

BTW: The Surname Index to the 1874 Atlas of Butler County is on 
sale in Publications, along with several Butler City Directories in 
Used Books.  

Westmoreland Historical Society  

The Calvin E. Pollins Memorial Library is the premier resource for 
studying the history of Westmoreland County. Their non-circulating 
library includes over 5,000 historical reference books, genealogical 
records, and original documents of local interest. Learn more about 
visiting the library and different ways you can conduct research at 
https://westmorelandhistory.org/library-and-genealogy/  

Research in person at the Westmoreland History Education Center 
at Historic Hanna’s Town, 809 Forbes Trail Road, Greensburg, PA 
15601 (Phone: 724-836-1800) Hours: Thursday to Saturday, 10:30 
AM to 4:30 PM. Closed Sunday to Wednesday. Research requests 
are accepted by mail or email. No inquiries by phone. 

• Lawrence County Will Books 

• Immigration Records 

• Cemetery Records 

• Marriage Records 

• Military Records 

• Deeds 
 

• County History 

• Maps of the County from 
1885-1931 

• City Directories 

• Yearbooks from local schools 

• Reference Works 

https://beavercountyhistory.org/services/events/
https://www.washlibs.org/citizens-genealogy
https://www.wchspa.org/grimes
https://www.butlerlibrary.info/genealogy
mailto:baplgenealogy@bcfls.org
https://bcgs.us/
https://www.facebook.com/ButlerCountyGenealogicalSociety
https://westmorelandhistory.org/library-and-genealogy/
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Lawrence County Genealogy 

Located on the second floor of the New Castle Public Library, the 
Donald J. Nicolls History Room* collection includes local city 
directories, yearbooks, standard reference works, county histories, 
and other materials related to Lawrence County history and 
genealogy. The collection is especially strong in county cemetery 
records and local family histories. 

The library maintains databases for: 

• Marriage/Obituary Index 

• Digital Collection of New Castle City Directories (1782-1928) 

• New Castle Area High School Yearbooks 

Pages from city directories, telephone books, family histories, or 
any other item located in the history room collection can be 
provided ONLY if the exact citation is given (title, author, and page 
number) provided the item condition allows it to be scanned or 
copied.  

If you need the assistance of one of the genealogy staff members, 
please call ahead to make sure one will be available when you plan 
to come. They also take appointments at 724-658-6659, ext. 112, 
or genealogy@ncdlc.org. 

* Food, drink, or bags are not permitted in the history room. Items in the history 

room collection cannot leave the room. 

The Lawrence County Historical Society Research Library is located 
in the Medure Building of the Joseph A. Clavelli History Center, 408 
North Jefferson Street, New Castle PA 16101 and is open from 11 
AM to 4 PM, Tuesday, Thursday & Saturdays. Details are available 
at https://www.lawrencechs.com/research-facilities/.  

Features include: 
 
BTW, The Pensioners in Western Pennsylvania in 1883, Vol. 1, 
Allegheny, Beaver, and Lawrence County is on sale in Publications. 

West Jefferson Hills Historical Society 
(WJHHS) 

Don’t miss out on the WJHHS’s biggest fundraiser 
of the year. It is sure to be a delight! The Titanic 
Tea and Fashion Show will include high tea and 
showcase fashions worn during the Titanic Era. 
Debbie Popp Gilbert of the Elizabeth Township 
Historical Society (ETHS) will present the program. 
Cost for WJHHS members is $25 and for 
nonmembers $30. A members-only presale begins 
August 24 at the WJHHS general meeting. Registration will be 
available for everyone September 1, 2022—October 8, 2022, at 
Jefferson Hills Library, Pleasant Hills Library, or at any WJHHS 
meeting/program. Seating availability is limited, so register early.  

For more information contact: 
fundraising@westjeffersonhillshistoricalsociety.org 

The WJHHS endeavors to further the Society's mission to discover, 
chronicle, and preserve the history of West Elizabeth, Jefferson 
Hills, and Pleasant Hills. These three communities, located in the 
South Hills of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, boast rich and 
colorful histories. https://sites.google.com/view/wjhhs15025/home  

Native Children Remains Returned 

June 14, 2022, www.army.mil The U.S. military has finally begun 
disinterring the remains of eight Native American children in a 
small cemetery on the grounds of the U.S. Army War College in 
Pennsylvania to return them to their families. More than 20 sets of 
Native remains were transferred to family members in earlier 
rounds. Related news at 
https://www.army.mil/article/224242/army_disinters_and_returns
_remains_of_six_native_american_children_to_tribes 

The children had lived at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, 
where thousands of Native children were taken from their families 
and forced to assimilate into white society as a matter of US policy 
– their hair cut and their clothing, language and culture stripped.  
 
More than 10,000 children from more than 140 tribes passed 
through the school between 1879 and 1918, including famous 
Olympian Jim Thorpe. The off-reservation government boarding 
schools – Carlisle was the first, with 24 more that followed, ripped 
apart tribes and communities and families. 
https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/analyzing-and-after-
photographs-exploring-student-files  

TECHNOLOGY CORNER 

Adobe Plans To Make Photoshop on the 
Web Free To Everyone 

If you like to "improve" digital photographs, such as old family 
photos, you will be interested in this announcement from Adobe 
on June 15 

Adobe has started testing a free-to-use version of Photoshop on 
the web and plans to open the service up to everyone as a way to 
introduce more users to the app. 

The company is now testing the free version in Canada, where 
users are able to access Photoshop on the web through a free 
Adobe account. Adobe describes the service as "freemium" and 
eventually plans to gate off some features that will be exclusive to 
paying subscribers. Enough tools will be freely available to perform 
what Adobe considers to be Photoshop's core functions. 

"We want to make Photoshop more accessible and easier for more 
people to try it out and experience the product," says Maria Yap, 
Adobe's VP of digital imaging. Watch for an announcement soon on 
the full release in the U.S.  

mailto:genealogy@ncdlc.org
https://www.lawrencechs.com/research-facilities/
https://sites.google.com/view/wjhhs15025/home
http://www.army.mil/
https://www.army.mil/article/224242/army_disinters_and_returns_remains_of_six_native_american_children_to_tribes
https://www.army.mil/article/224242/army_disinters_and_returns_remains_of_six_native_american_children_to_tribes
https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/analyzing-and-after-photographs-exploring-student-files
https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/analyzing-and-after-photographs-exploring-student-files
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NOTE: There are other clones of Photoshop that are free to use on 
the web like Photopea, which has almost all the editing features 
that Photoshop has. This move by Adobe might indeed encourage 
people to use their services more and ditch the clones, or it might 
be a complete failure because of limited features. At the moment 
Adobe offers a 7-day free trial which automatically converts to a 
paid Creative Cloud membership when it’s over, so be careful. 

Photopea 

Photopea is a FREE, web-based photo and graphics 
editor. It is used for image editing, making illustrations, 
web design, or converting between different image 
formats. Photopea is advertising-supported software.  

Compatible with all modern web browsers, including Opera, Edge, 
Chrome, and Firefox, Photopea supports PSD, XCF, SX, and CDR 
formats (Adobe Photoshop, GIMP, Sketch App, Adobe SC, Corel 
DRAW). 

You can create a new image or open existing files from your 
computer and save your work as PSD (save as PSD) or as JPG, PNG, 
SVG (export as). For details, go to www.photopea.com or their 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/photopea/.  

Set Up A Google Alert for An Ancestor 

When you set up a Google Alert, you can get emails when new 
results for a topic show up in Google Search. For example, you can 
get info when your name is mentioned, or better yet, when 
something new comes up about an ancestor. To create an alert: 

• Go to Google Alerts at https://www.google.com/alerts. 

• In the box at the top, enter a topic you want to follow, like 
your name, your grandfather/mother’s name, an unusual 
place/location, a business no longer there, etc. 

• To change your settings, click Show Options.  

• You can change: 
- How often you get notifications, 
- The types of sites you’ll see, 
- Your language, 
- The part of the world you want info from, 
- How many results you want to see, and 
- What email accounts get the alert. 

• Click Create Alert.  

You’ll get emails whenever Google finds matching search results. 
Your alerts can be edited or deleted at any time. 

How To Self-Publish Your 
Family History Book 

Whether you want to print out your family history to give as a gift 
or have it available for a family reunion, you can print out the book 
or have it available as an eBook or PDF file that could be emailed.  

LuLu© offers custom hardcover or paperback books with over 3,000 
possible format, color, and size combinations, as well as eBooks as 
PDF, DOCX, or EPUB file ready for viewing on an ereader, tablet, or 
smartphone. https://www.lulu.com/products  

Blurb.com’s print-on-demand gives you fast and economical 
printing for small print runs, with volume order discounts starting 
at four books. They also provide eBooks that are affordable, 
portable, and can be viewed on both the iPad and the Kindle. 
https://www.blurb.com/formats  

MagCloud can produce your family history as an 8 to 384 page 
magazine or in digital format. https://www.magcloud.com/formats  

Mixbook lets you create a family photo book using any one of their 
225 family book templates or you can start from scratch with a 
blank book then customize it. https://www.mixbook.com/about-
mixbook. 

Book1One can produce one book or 1,000 books, whether your 
book is all black and white pages, full color, or a mixture of both. 
For an example and details of printing a genealogy book, go to 
https://www.book1one.com/book-printing/examples/.  

MS PowerPoint: 
New/Search/Family/Family 
tree, My family tree, Family 
reunion album, Family 
photo album (green), Photo 
album (blue hearts), Family 
tree chart, plus many more. 

MS Word: 
File/New/Template/More 
Templates/Search – enter book or newsletter for numerous 
templates. 

MS Publisher: File/New/Template/More Templates/Search – enter 
book or newsletter for numerous templates. 

Some genealogy programs will create books through their specific 
add-ins, like Roots Magic’s Personal Historian, available for macOS 
and Windows. 

Characters to Avoid in 
Filenames and Directories 

It is essential to play it safe and avoid common illegal filename and 
directory characters. Naming conventions are important in web 
folders, as well as for downloadable files such as HTML files, 
images, PDFs, Word documents, and Excel spreadsheets. 

 blank spaces 

 

& ampersand 

 

? question mark 

 

* asterisk 

 
> right angle 

bracket 

 

< left angle 

bracket 

 

/ forward slash 

 

\ back slash 

 
} right curly 

bracket 

 

{ left curly 

bracket 

 

% percent 

 

# pound 

 
! exclamation 

point 

 

$ dollar sign 

 

| pipe 

 

= equal sign 

 
@ at sign 

 

: colon 

 

" double quotes 

 

' single quotes 

 
+ plus sign 

 

` backtick 

 

  

 

MS PowerPoint: Family Photo Album 
(green leaf design) 

http://www.photopea.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photopea/
https://www.google.com/alerts
https://www.lulu.com/products
https://www.blurb.com/formats
https://www.magcloud.com/formats
https://www.mixbook.com/about-mixbook
https://www.mixbook.com/about-mixbook
https://www.book1one.com/book-printing/examples/
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Also, keep these rules in mind: 

• Don’t start or end your filename with a space, period, hyphen, 
or underline. 

• Keep your filenames to a reasonable length and be sure they 
are under 31 characters. 

• Most operating systems are case sensitive; always use 
lowercase. 

• Avoid using spaces and underscores; use a hyphen instead. 

DNA CORNER 

DNA Theft 

Genetic paparazzi are right around the corner, and courts aren’t 
ready to confront the legal quagmire of DNA theft.  

June 3, 2022, Science + Technology 

You leave your DNA behind you everywhere you go. The strands of 
hair, fingernails, dead skin, and the saliva you shed throughout the 
day are all collectible trails of DNA. 

In bioethics and law, gene theft or DNA theft is the act of acquiring 
the genetic material of another individual, usually from public 
places, without his or her permission. The DNA may be harvested 
from a wide variety of common objects such as discarded 
cigarettes, used coffee cups, envelopes, and hairbrushes. 

Genetic analysis can reveal not only 
personal information, such as existing 
health conditions or risk for developing 
certain diseases, but also core aspects 
of a person’s identity, such as their 
ancestry and the potential traits of their 
future children. In addition, as genetic 
technologies continue to evolve, fears 
about using surreptitiously collected 
genetic material for reproductive purposes via in vitro 
gametogenesis become more than just paranoia. 

Every so often stories of genetic theft, or extreme precautions 
taken to avoid it, make headline news. So it was with a picture of 
French President Emmanuel Macron and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin sitting at opposite ends of a very long table after 
Macron declined to take a Russian PCR COVID-19 test. Many 
speculated that Macron refused due to security concerns that the 
Russians would take and use his DNA for nefarious purposes. 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz similarly refused to take a Russian 
PCR COVID-19 test. 

While these concerns may seem relatively new, pop star celebrity 
Madonna has been raising alarm bells about the potential for 
nonconsensual, surreptitious collection and testing of DNA for over 
a decade. She has hired cleaning crews to sterilize her dressing 
rooms after concerts and requires her own new toilet seats at each 
stop of her tours. At first, Madonna was ridiculed for having DNA 
paranoia. But as more advanced, faster, and cheaper genetic 

technologies have reached the consumer realm, these concerns 
seem not only reasonable, but justified. 

How emerging technologies like genetic sequencing are regulated 
is currently being studied. Growing public interest in genetics has 
increased the likelihood that genetic paparazzi with DNA collection 
kits may soon become as ubiquitous as ones with cameras. While 
courts have for the most part managed to evade dealing with the 
complexities of surreptitious DNA collection and testing of public 
figures, they won’t be able to avoid dealing with it for much longer. 
And when they do, they are going to run squarely into the 
limitations of existing legal frameworks when it comes to genetics. 

Even in states with laws specifically designed to protect genetic 
privacy, regulations cover only a narrow range of genetic interests. 
Some laws, for example, may prohibit disclosure of genetic 
information, but not collection. For better or for worse, how the 
courts rule in genetic paparazzi cases will shape how society thinks 
about genetic privacy and about individual rights regarding genetics 
more broadly. This should especially be a concern for the privacy of 
genealogists and their families.  

Watch for and participate in all future legislative and court rulings 
to protect your data, as well as that of your family members. DNA 
is a strong tool in your genealogy toolbox, but it should be 
considered to be as private as someone’s Social Security or credit 
card number. 

GEDmatch News 

GEDmatch is a website for genetic genealogy research. Anyone can 
upload their DNA file, analyze results, and compare DNA shared 
with others. https://www.gedmatch.com/ 

As of December 9, 2019, GEDmatch was acquired by Verogen, Inc., 
a sequencing company solely dedicated to forensic science that 
aids law-enforcement agencies with forensic DNA work. For their 
1.2 million DNA profiles, their new site focuses on solving crimes. 

Brett Williams, Verogen’s CEO, says GEDmatch’s users continue to 
retain the ability to opt-out from searches by law enforcement 
agencies, such as those that helped identify the man suspected of 
being the Golden State killer. But he also indicates a vision for the 
site that focuses on solving crimes, not just connecting family 
members via their DNA. 

 “Never before have we as a society had the opportunity to serve as 
a molecular eyewitness, enabling law enforcement to solve violent 
crimes efficiently and with certainty,” he said in a statement. He 
added that the site would fight future attempts to access the data 
of those who have not opted in, in an apparent reference to a case 
that saw Florida police obtaining a warrant to search opted-out 
profiles on the site. 

GEDmatch users logging in today are required to accept the site’s 
new terms and conditions – which include the fact the service is 
now operated by Verogen – if they want to access their data. They 
are also given the option of deleting their data from the site. 

 

https://www.gedmatch.com/
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DO PRECISION GUESS WORK BASED ON UNRELIABLE 

DATA PROVIDED BY THOSE OF QUESTIONABLE 

KNOWLEDGE, BUT NO MATTER WHAT, THEY KEEP 
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