
Deaths During Native American Conflicts (DDNAC), 1600-1800 
The cards were originally collected from members and compiled by Eunice Elliott and Samuel C. Reed, Jr. for the Western 

Pennsylvania Genealogical Society. (Original research was named  Indian Victims Killed, Captured, & Missing) 

 

 

First and foremost, there is no offense intended to the Native American community with the research provided 

by these cards. The original intent in 1974 was to document names, places, and dates at the time of death, which 

were very often not noted by any jurisdictional record keeping. The terminology used on the cards came directly 

from the resources and was not the interpretation of the WPGS researcher.  The original intent of this project 

was to compile a registry of names of pioneers killed by Indians or during captivity.  At the time, no such 

records had been compiled anywhere in the U.S. It was to be the Society’s contribution to the nation’s 

Bicentennial.  Only deaths before and during the War of 1812 were to be recorded.  Cards were requested to be 

sent to Miss Eunice Elliott at her home address. 

 

The introduction to this project stated: “The following early settlers are reported to have been killed or 

captured during armed conflicts with the Indians (prior to 1812) or to have disappeared following such 

confrontations.  Anyone wishing additional data or sources should address Miss Eunice Elliott.  No inquiry will 

be answered unless it is accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.” The information on the cards 

includes only very basic information. Remember, the original project asked for information to be provided on a 

3 x 5 card, so that very much limited what information could be included.  If you would like to see full 

announcement of the original project, it was published on page 3 of the September 1974 issue of the WPGS 

newsletter. Jots from the Point, which is available in the Members Only section of the website.    

 

The original instructions to researchers were:  Please record all information on 3 by 5 cards, with name of 

person killed being on the top line, with date and place of death, any pertinent family data, and the source of the 

information below it.  It is important to record title and page of any book containing information.  On the 

reverse side of the card, we ask you record the name and address of the person submitting information, in case 

someone wants to contact you for further information.  So, you can see why the information provided is not 

consistent.  Everyone interpreted these instructions differently. The majority of the cards in this collection were 

handwritten and the handwriting is sometimes open to interpretation. You may have a different interpretation 

once you review the actual image of the card. Also, some researchers were more thorough than others, 

sometimes giving the exact text from the resource. Others just provided the Who, What, Where, When, and 

Source, as requested. 

 

We have made an attempt to verify the sources on all of the cards, where possible, providing a list of all of the 

sources found on these cards and links to online documents where available.  We hope you find verification of a 

family story here or at least assistance to locate family during that time.    

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  The indexes in this section were gathered from information that was interpreted from the 

original sources, then interpreted again from the cards that were submitted.  Contact information on these cards 

has not been redacted, but please do not attempt to contact the original researchers. They would have no more 

information than what is indicated on the original source card.  See the Source List for additional 

Information.  Remember, the sources are not all based on actual fact. Some are based on local, institutional, or 

family lore, even when found in published journals. All information should be interpreted as just one source, not 

the absolute source.  

 

Alphabetical files of the images of the original card files can be found online by copying this URL into your 

browser: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fiKM6lGGZU856eAMJJkXDzZ3WwRpnFkI?usp=sharing  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fiKM6lGGZU856eAMJJkXDzZ3WwRpnFkI?usp=sharing

